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The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Colerne 
A member of the Lidbrook Group of Churches 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd Dr Janet Anderson-MacKenzie 

The Vicarage, Church Lane, Box, Wilts SN13 8NR 
Tel. 01225 744458  Email: janet@anderson-mackenzie.co.uk 

Ministry Team 
 

Website 
www.colerneparishchurch.org.uk 

Rob Featherstone, 73 Pinewood Way, Colerne, SN14 8QU 
Tel: 01225 938660 Email: rob.featherstone4@gmail.com 

For enquiries to hire the Parish Church for a community event, contact the Churchwardens 

Revd Clair Southgate Mrs Margaret Edmonds 

Churchwardens 

To arrange a Baptism, contact Rodney Priest  
rodjan@waitrose.com or 01225 742042 

To arrange a Marriage, contact Celia Batterham 
 celia@washmeres.co.uk or 01225 744809 

To arrange a Funeral 
 or make an application for a churchyard memorial,  

contact Ray Barker, ray262@btinternet.com  
or 01225 743402 or 07768 500684 

Notice to Advertisers and Contributors 
If you are thinking of submitting an article for possible inclusion in the Magazine 
please contact Peter Wilson (peter.wilson@valecourt.org) well in advance of the copy 
deadline date of 10th of the month prior to the month of publication to ensure that 
space will be available. If copy is submitted at the last moment we cannot guarantee 
inclusion. Copy should be submitted by email to the above address. The same applies 
to those wishing to advertise in the Magazine but in this case please contact Celia 
Batterham as above. 

FLOODLIGHTING 
Anyone wishing to arrange for the Church Floodlighting to be turned on should 
contact Derek or Julie Burgess at 12 Eastrip Lane; by telephoning 743999 or 
07470 031062 or emailing del.burgess@gmail.com  

Magazine Committee 
Lavinia Wilson, Peter Wilson, Celia Batterham 

Magazine distribution: Rosemary Sadler (742531) 
To advertise in the Magazine, please contact  

Celia Batterham, Washmere Farm, Washmeres, Colerne SN14 8DQ (744809) 
Email: celia@washmeres.co.uk 

Cover illustration: by Kate Davies (@katedaviesillustration) 
www.lovefromtheartist.com  Kate Davies Greetings Cards  – – 

Lavinia Wilson, Vale Court, Colerne, SN14 8EL 
Tel: 01225 742417 Email: Lavinia.wilson@valecourt.org 
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RODNEY PRIEST 

.Science Tutor  
Chemistry to A-level 

Physics to GCSE 
Also primary school maths 

MA (Cantab); M Ed (Bath) 

07527 061775 
 rodjan@waitrose.com 

Testimonials available from 
parents of previous tutees 

 

BERNARD BAKER 
Carpentry and General 
Building Maintenance 

Mobile Number: 07751 459191 

All Internal and External Carpentry 
Floor and Ceramic Tiling 

Plastering 
Kitchen Fitting 

Painting and Decorating 
Garden Hardscaping and Decking 

Over 30 years’ experience 
in the building trade. 

All jobs considered, big or small. 
Please call for a free, no obligation, quote. 

 
The IRON lady 

For regular orders or one-off backlog 
clearance. 
Professional and flexible service in a 
smoke- and odour-free environment. 
Please call Gilly for prices and further 
details. 
Free collection and delivery within 
Colerne. 
Mobile: 07810 248408 
Home: 01225 744611 

 
 
 

 
 
All Gas Appliances Repaired and 

Serviced 
High Efficiency Condensing Boiler 

Installations 
All Plumbing Work Undertaken 
Landlords’ Gas Safety Certificates 
Power Flushing for Sludged 

Systems 
Full Heating System Design and 

Installation 
 

Tel. No. 01225 743458 
Mobile 07917 673346  
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29th June, 20th July, 7th September, 5th October, 7th December  
SATURDAY MARKET DATES 

1 
 
7 
9 
11 
14 
16 
23 

Wednesday 
 
Tuesday 
Thursday 
Saturday 
Tuesday 
Thursday 
Thursday 

8.00pm Constitutional Club AGM (see pages 22 & 29) 
8.00pm RBL First Wednesday Social Evening, Liberal Club 
10.00am Tuesday Tramp from The Fox & Hounds (see page 31) 
7.45pm Colerne Gardening Club, Village Hall (see below) 
May Fair (see pages 9, 13 & 23) 
7.00pm Film Night – Bohemian Rhapsody (12A) (see back page) 
7.30pm WI Meeting, Village Hall (see below) 
7.30pm Village Hall AGM, Old School Vicarage Lane (see pages 7 & 19) 
Annual Parish Meeting, Old School Vicarage Lane (see pages 7 & 19) 

WHAT’S ON IN THE PARISH IN MAY 

For Liberal Club events see page 28 and for Constitutional Club events see page 22 & 29 

June 
 
July 

11 
29 
6 
9 

Film Night – Green Book (12A) (see back page) 
Armed Forces Day Parade & Fête (see page 11) 
Safari Supper (see page 31) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Colerne WI 
 Thursday, 16th May – 7.30pm, Village Hall  

This is our Resolution Meeting and we will be discussing and voting for the resolutions 
that have been put forward for discussion at the National Annual Meeting. 
We will also have a talk about the Forever Friends Appeal. This charity has raised 
£23 million for the Royal United Hospital, Bath, since it was set up in 1999. 
Many people in the village have participated in fundraising events and it will be 
interesting to hear how the money is spent for the benefit of patients at the hospital. 

Colerne Gardening Club 
Thursday, 9th May – 7.45pm for 8.00pm, Village Hall 

This light-hearted talk, entitled Plant Poisons and Potions, by Adrian Hutchison will 
introduce us to a wide range of plants that have been used for poisons and potions, 
illustrated with quotes from herbalists and folklore. Visitors’ tickets cost £3. And for 
members, this month’s competition is ‘Three spring flowers’. 
Pick up your Colerne Show programmes FREE at Colerne News and the Colerne Café 
or online on the Parish Council website.  

Thickwood Logs 

Tel: Tom & Kay Hall 01225 743351 

All our logs are fully seasoned, 
locally sourced at competitive prices. 

We deliver to your door, unload and stack. 
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Tel. 01225 743315 
Mob. 07903 087862 

Email – m.bayfield@virgin.net 

Web Site – www.bayfieldplumbing.co.uk 

M W Bayfield 
Chartered Institute of Plumbing 

& Heating Engineering 
(reg. plumber) 

 
Plumbing, Heating, Gas & Solar 
Installations and Maintenance 

 

2 High Street 
Colerne 

SN14 8DB 
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Every Thursday there will be a Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion Service 
at 9.45am followed by tea/coffee and cake to which everyone is most welcome. 

 
On Thursday, 23rd May the Village Hall AGM commences at 7.30pm (doors open 
7.15pm) in the Old School, Vicarage Lane, followed by the Annual Parish Meeting 
organised by the Parish Council. The theme of the Annual Parish Meeting this year is 
‘A Year in Our Parish 2018/19’.  
If you would like to learn more about the Hall or the Parish Council then this is your 
opportunity.  
Remember the Village Hall is run entirely by volunteers and for its continuation this 
vital village facility needs you. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer but are 
unable to attend the meeting on 23rd then please contact the Hall’s Secretary on 744544. 

Colerne Village Hall Association 

 

5th 3rd SUNDAY of EASTER 
9.30am All Age Communion 
6.00pm Evensong 

12th 4th SUNDAY of EASTER 
9.30am Sung Eucharist 
6.00pm Rejoice and Praise 

19th 5th SUNDAY of EASTER 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
9.30am Family Service  
6.00pm Evensong 

26th 6th SUNDAY of EASTER 
9.30am Parish Eucharist 
6.00pm Taizé Evening Service 

SERVICES FOR MAY 

Money in the Bank 
My brother-in-law, Alec Ham who lived in Tutton Hill for most of his adult life, 
worked with stone. His work mainly involved facing banks in England and Wales with stone. 
Every time he worked on a bank he put a copper coin in the joint (bed) of a stone. 
So I think he could claim to have more money in the bank than anyone else in Colerne. 

Roy Clarke 

Allington Bar Farm, 
Chippenham, SN14 6LJ 

Tel: 01249 658112 
 

Open 7 days 
9.00am – 6.00pm Mon – Sat 

& 10.00am – 5.00pm Sundays 

 Quality Local Produce 

Home produced Pork, Lamb, Beef & Goat 
Home-made Sausages & Burgers 

Local Free Range Poultry 
All available daily from our Butchery 

Locally made Preserves, Chutneys & Pickles 
Somerset Jersey Organic Milk & Cream 
Local Cheeses & Home cooked Meats 

Extensive range of Local Ice Cream 

Locally Grown Fresh Fruit & Vegetables 
Home-made Cakes & Pies 

and many more local ingredients.... 

30th ASCENSION DAY 
7.00pm Evening Holy Communion  
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Fully Qualified Staff with years of experience in child care 
Collection from Colerne Primary School 

Variety of activities for all age groups 
Very competitive prices 

Please contact: 
Jemma on 07446 447541 or Bev on 07881 367022  

or email  cascltd@outlook.com  
see our Facebook page 

Colerne After School Club Ltd  

Ofsted Registered URN: EY494696 

Colerne After 
School Club Ltd 

We are open  
Monday to Friday: 7.30–8.30am 

for Breakfast Club 
After School Club hours are: 

Monday to Thursday: 3.25–6.00pm 
and Fridays: 1.30–4.30pm  

BOX Pharmacy 

Prescription Delivery Service  
If you are disabled, housebound or unable to  

collect your prescriptions, etc, arrangements can  
be made for your order to be delivered to you by our 

door-to-door delivery service.  

Telephone 01225 742552  
for further details 

10 High Street, 
Box 
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MAY FAIR – IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

Teas 
This year teas will again be served in the Old School, Vicarage Lane, with the additional 
facility that we will have takeaway cups and plates, so that you can take your tea and 
cake out into the sunshine (we hope!) if you prefer. We cannot allow china cups and 
plates out of the Hall. 
Licensed Bar 
Supporters of the Friends of Colerne Church will once again be running a licensed bar in 
the churchyard. We ask parents to keep children under control in the Churchyard and away 
from graves, please. There is a large open area of lawn for playing. 
Grand Raffle 
This year we have some fabulous prizes in the May Fair Draw, including: 

 CASH Prize of £100 donated by Taylor Law  
£100 Voucher donated by Zenfolio Photography / Afternoon Tea for Two at Lucknam Park 

Hand Emroidered Artwork from Nicnacpaddywac / Meal for two at both local pubs 
B & B for two in the Shepherd’s Hut / Hand-painted porcelain by Emma Strange 

Afternoon Tea for Two at The Manor House, Castle Combe 
and numerous other lovely prizes. 
Do buy your tickets early – they are on sale around the village and from Committee 
members. 
Stalls – Please note: The stalls open at 2.00pm 
Please telephone the contacts listed below if you have contributions to any of the stalls 
or to the Raffle. We would be delighted to hear from you. 
Soap Box/Chariot Race 
The Race Theme this year is: Jamboree 
Procession from Innox to the Market Place at 1.40pm. Race from Daubeneys to the 
Church gate at 1.50pm. 

We would welcome contributions to the Raffle and Stalls: 
Bottles – Margaret Edmonds (742837) 

Plants – Christine Rogers (744290), Bric-a-Brac – Kate Burgess (744700) 
Books – Martyn Peel (971592), Toys – Lynette Harrison (744359) 

Cakes – Norma Burgess (744612) or take to the stall on the day 
Raffle Prizes – Karen Brzezicki (744499)  

Farmers’ Market (Home-made/Home-produced items) – Lavinia Wilson (742417) or 
to the stall on the day 

Parking  
Would everyone who parks overnight in the Market Place PLEASE NOTE that all 
cars should be moved by 9.30am on May Fair day – 11th May. From that time stalls 
will be setting up under the wall of Elmsleigh and The Solar, outside the Rectory 
and in the lay-by opposite. By kind permission of Mr Mark Solomon, the Primary 
School will be open for parking from 9.00am on the day of the Fair. 
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13(63) Audi Q3 2.0 TDI [177] Quattro SE Auto, in Blue,, Full History, Climate etc, 35000 miles ..... £13,995 

14(64) VW Touran 1.6Tdi SE Bluemotion Auto, 7 Seater, in Grey, Full History etc, 29000 miles .... £11,995 

14(14) Vauxhall Mokka 1.6 SE, 5 Dr, in Blue, Bluetooth, Dab Radio, Park Sensors, Many extras .... £9,395 

15(64) Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Crossway, 5 Dr, in Beige, Sat Nav, Bluetooth etc, 25000 miles ... £8,995 

13(62) Nissan Qashqai 1.6 Acenta, in Silver, Bluetooth, Park sensors, Climate etc, 38000 miles ... £7,995 

14(64) Seat Leon 1.2 Tsi SE, 5 Dr, in Black, DAB, Nav, Climate, Alloys, Full History, 49800 miles ...... £7,995 

12(62) VW Golf 1.6 Tdi Match Auto, 5 Dr, in Red, DAB, Bluetooth, A/c etc, 45610 miles ... £7,795 

15(65) Nissan Note 1.2 Acenta Premium, 5 Dr, in Red, High Spec with History, 18000 miles ..... £7,295 

15(15) Smart Forfour 1.0 Prime, 5 Dr, in Silver, Leather, Comfort pack, Cruise etc, 14000 miles . £6,995 

15(65) Toyota Aygo 1.0 X-Play, 5 Dr, in White, Full History, Bluetooth, Park sensors etc, 4900 miles ... £6,495 

12(62) VW High Up 1.0, 3 Dr, in Red, A/c, CD, Nav, Alloys, Full History, 47905 miles .. £4,995 

12(62) Peugeot 107 1.0 Allure, 5 Dr, in Blue, ABS, Bluetooth etc, 33000 miles ......... £3,995 
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W.F. Dolman & Son 
 

Old Established (1919) 
Family Funeral Directors 

 

24-hour Personal Service 
7 days a week 
Home Visits 

Chapel of Rest 
Golden Charter Plans Available 

 
 

9 Walcot Terrace, Bath, BA1 6AB 
Telephone: 01225 444110 

Email: info@dolmansfuneraldirectors.org.uk 
Web: www.dolmansfuneraldirectors.org.uk 

 

10 St. Martins Park 
Marshfield 
Chippenham 
Wiltshire SN14 8PQ 
Tel: 01225 891844 
Mob: 07778 045753 
Web: www.fabricandflair.co.uk 

Made to Measure 

Curtains, 

Blinds & Accessories 

Wide range of Quality Fabrics 

Measuring & Fitting Service 

Over 30 years’ experience 

 

Colerne Liberal Club 

Future entertainments include:  

Bookmark the Club’s website at 
http://www.libclubcolerne.co.uk 
for all the latest updates – also on 

Facebook’s Colerne Community Pages 

Pub atmosphere – Club prices 

All welcome – show your new-style 
membership card for free entry.  

 3rd May – Super Darts Event  

 22nd June – Custyrd Pye 
Rock covers band with a difference  

22 High Street  
 11th May – King Street Smith 

Blues Band and guests  
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Gri leton Plant 
and Spring Fair 
Gri leton House, Chippenham SN14 6AP 
(by kind permission of the Shipp Family) 

Monday, 27th May 11.00am to 3.00pm 
Entrance £4 per person (children under 12 free) 

Over 50 stalls • Cream teas and refreshments 

ac on.org.uk/gri leton 
No dogs except assistance dogs 

Special guest Ac on mascot 
Paddington Bear TM 

It’s back! Gather family and friends every Sunday for a fabulous  
Michelin starred Sunday lunch in The Bybrook Restaurant.  

 
 

Child menus and highchairs available on request. 

The Manor House, an Exclusive Hotel & Golf Club, Castle Combe, Nr. Bath, SN14 7HR 

SUNDAY LUNCH AT THE MANOR HOUSE HOTEL 

CALL US 
01249 782206 

EMAIL 
themanorhouse@exclusive.co.uk 

FIND OUT MORE 
exclusive.co.uk/the-manor-house 

Sunday Lunch £39 per person 
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Sport and PE at Colerne is something we are all very passionate about. Besides children 
taking part in two hours of curriculum PE lessons a week, many children in years 2–6 
are given lots of opportunities to take part in sporting events and clubs across the 
school year. At Colerne we have some amazingly talented children who are destined 
for big things in the sporting world! 
This year we have taken part in lots of tournaments already, from Tag Rugby to Hockey. At 
the beginning of the academic year we attended a cluster Netball tournament which we 
won, resulting in us going through to the next round which was played recently. The 
children put in extra hours of practice to make sure they were ready for the challenge. 
Our talented children came 7th and played some impressive Netball.  
Football is another sport in our school where lots of talent lies. This year 10 children 
from Years 5 and 6 played in our cluster Football tournament which we, once again, 
fortunately won. The next round was quite tough but our children demonstrated some 
fantastic football skills and were proud of their achievement. 
Taking children to these events is always a privilege and we are very fortunate to have 
our school minibus which we regularly use to transport the children. Thanks to our 
Sports Premium and FRESCO who kindly fund this; long may it continue! The 
children regularly do the school proud with their sportsmanship, positive attitude, 
determination and teamwork. The sporting year is not over yet and we still have many 
events to attend so watch this space… 

Kelly Russell, Class Teacher 



 

16 Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2019 

Reflections 
The decision of both the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh to stop driving on public 
roads did not come as a surprise, given that both are in their nineties and neither would 
have any problem in getting an expert driver to convey them in comfort to wherever 
they wish to travel. The Duke’s decision no doubt was additionally prompted by his 
recent unfortunate accident. These items of news prompted me to examine whether I 
should stop driving as I have now reached the age of ninety. It would be a wrench, of 
course, as a car is very useful when one lives in our rural community, delightful 
though it is; mobility is pretty near the top of one’s priorities. 
I have suffered from rheumatoid arthritis for about 66 years. For much of my life I 
could cope with this condition, but in recent years my hands have become more 
severely affected and I now find it somewhat painful and tiring to drive for any but 
relatively short journeys. Additionally, when coming to junctions where the angles of 
join are acute, I find it increasingly difficult to turn my head and shoulders to see if 
there is approaching traffic. I find that, when alone in the car, I have to plan my 
journeys in advance to avoid these junctions if possible.  
I passed my first driving test at the age of 20 in 1948 in Germany, when serving in the 
Royal Air Force. I learnt to drive in a Bedford 15cwt truck with a crash gear-box 
which demanded the requirement to double-declutch when changing down from a 
higher gear to a lower. I took my test in a Fordson 15cwt which had different 
characteristics from the Bedford in respect of the gear-change. This was a bit 
disconcerting, but I managed to pass and received an RAF driving licence. I did not 

obtain an official British driving 
licence until 1956.  
My wife and I bought our first car in 
1958 at the time our elder daughter 
Helen was born in Singapore. It was 
a second or third-hand Jowett Javelin 
saloon (pictured left). The Javelin, 
made in Bradford in Yorkshire, was a 
so-called ‘executive’ car produced 
from 1947 to 1953, and designed to be 
an improvement on the relatively 
staid pre-war designed cars. We were 
able to get around Singapore and into 
the Southern part of Johore in the 
Javelin and before our return home, I 

was able to sell it on to another serviceman. 
On our return to the UK, we bought from my wife’s uncle a Vauxhall Wyvern. The 
picture on the next page shows our family and the car in 1960. (I still cannot quite be-
lieve that Helen herself is now a grandmother!) The car gave us tremendous service 
and was still going well when we sold it four years later, before departing again for 
Singapore. 
We had many cars after the Wyvern, and it would be tedious to show you photographs 
of all of them. May I just pick out two as examples of how cars have changed over the 

Continued on page 21 
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Caroline Gill  
Painter and Decorator 

Tel: 01225 859539 
Mobile: 07767 247735 
Email: cfgill@live.co.uk  

Freshen up the home for Spring 

An experienced lady decorator providing 
a friendly, tidy and reliable service. 

Based in Batheaston. 
Contact me for a free estimate. 

Recommendations available on request 
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Thank you everyone who came out to help with the annual Community Litter-pick – so 
many of you turned up – we lost count after 50! 
An awful lot was collected – one of our brilliant young helpers picked up 59 high ener-
gy drink cans on one short stretch of Doncombe Lane between the school crossroads 
and the entrance to the Camp! I don’t think anyone can claim these were blown out of 
rubbish bins.  
Thank you once again. 

The blocked gully in the 
Market Place was becoming 
a real problem after heavy 
rain, with water spreading 
right across the road. But our 
excellent Parish Steward 
once more got things moving.  
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The first two filming 
sessions took place 
successfully during 
April, and ACORN 
MEDIA will be back 
in early May. 
Some of you may 
have seen Heads Up 

Hair Salon transformed into a rather 
delightful bakery – prompting comments on 
social media reminiscing about local shops 
of days past. 

 

The dog waste bin in the Market 
Place next to the Parish Council 
noticeboard has been removed; for a 
number of reasons it was in the wrong 
place. But for your information it is 
now legal to put bagged dog waste 
in general litter bins of which there 
are two in the Market Place.  
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07788 430380 
stevebye@talktalk.net 

Licensed to carry 4 passengers 
Airports 

Seaports 
Long/Short Distances 

 

COUNTRYWIDE 
PRIVATE  HIRE 

COLERNE EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
CHAPEL PATH, COLERNE 

www.colerne-evangelical-church.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome! 
Sunday 

Morning Service 10.45am 
Evening Service 6.30pm 

 

Wednesday 
Ladies’ Meeting 2.00pm 
Prayer & Bible Study 7.45pm 

 

Minister: Revd Jonathan Sell 744463  
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years, and how British car manufacture 
declined and was overtaken by foreign makes. 
The picture below is of my wife and daughters, 
with a Riley 4/72 hitched to our caravan, 
taken in August 1974 in Luxemburg. Only 
14,000 of these cars were made. The car was 
designed by Farina and produced by BMC 
between 1959 and 1969. It was a bit like a 
tank to drive. It also rusted very quickly. 

We replaced the Riley with 
a brand-new car later in 
1974. The new car was a 
Peugeot 504 TI, pictured 
below in April 1975 on our 
way to a wintery car rally at 
Easter in Berlin. This car 
was a delight to drive and 
very comfortable. It coped 
with towing the caravan 
with no problems. The only 

drawback was that, in a period when the 
price of petrol was rising very quickly, its 
petrol consumption was only just over 
20mpg at the best. 
So, it seems that I may well be experiencing 
my last few weeks and perhaps months as a 
driver. Most of it was good while it lasted 
and I am pleased to say that, so far, I have 
not had an accident that resulted in any 
injuries. 

Continued from page 16 

John Crittenden 

A Fond Goodbye and Thanks  
After almost twelve years I shall retire as Clerk to the Parish Council on 22nd May. I 
would like to thank all the wonderful people who have given me their support over the 
years: past and present councillors, parish stewards, police, Cotswold Wardens and the 
many individuals who give freely of their time to run the numerous organisations that 
flourish in the Parish; I would love to name you all but you know who you are. I know 
that you will continue to support my successor. 
Once again, my heartfelt thanks to you all.                                           

Glenys A Gill, Clerk/RFO to Colerne Parish Council  
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17 Forrester Green, Colerne 
 Wiltshire 

Friendly and Reliable Local Builders 
with over 25 years’ Experience 

– Loft and Garage Conversions 

– Extensions, Flooring and Roofing 

– UPVC Windows and Doors inc Double
-glazed Units and Lock Replacement 
– Conservatories and Porches 

– Kitchens, Bathrooms and Wetrooms 

Free Quotation Fully Insured 
View Previous Clients’ Work Online 

 

www.sfchomeimprovements.co.uk  

Tel: 01225 742474 
Mobile: 07795 053351 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Home & Business Computing  
Support, help and advice 

call for a local and friendly service: 

 Purchasing + set up advice 
 Broadband, Internet + email 
 Cloud compu ng  
 Share Files, photos etc  
 Defence against the dark arts 
 Backup valuable informa on 
 PC, Mac and phones  

 
Call Ian on 01225 745732 to talk 
about what you want and how I 
can help, or see our web site for 
more informa on: 

www.daubeneys.com 

 

Box, Colerne 
& Rudloe 

LINK 

Our Good Neighbours’ 
Organisation 

for anyone in need of help 

Just ring and ask 
Tel: 07970 617617 

Monday – Friday 9.00am–5.00pm 

www.boxlink.org.uk 

CONSTITUTIONAL 
CLUB 

 
 

www.facebook.com/colerneconclub  
or ring 07768 341130 

Forthcoming Events 
1st May AGM starts at 8.00pm 

(maybe the last ) 

11th May Straight Shooter  
1st June Disco  

Every Thursday 
6.30 to 7.30pm 

SOSA with Carol 



 

23 Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2019 

  

SOAPBOX CHARIOT RACE 
20 19 
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Guests enjoy the exclusivity of 100 acres of private land with varied 
exercises in the safety of our secure paddock, sensory courtyard and 
indoor play area. 
With the safety of the owners on site, a 5-star rating from Wiltshire 
Council, first class care is provided. 
Dog boarding, day care and grooming all at competitive prices. 
Group and individual gun dog, obedience and agility training with 
renowned trainers. 
Secure paddock and sensory courtyard available to hire. 
Nature’s Menu stockists with a wide range of raw and complete food.  
Green and Wilds healthy treats and eco toys. 

Please visit fernfarmcountryclub.com for full details 
viewings welcome by appointment 

Fern Farm, The Shoe, North Wraxall, Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN14 8SE 

 01225 891466  07934 849987 

info@fernfarmcountryclub.com  @fernfarmcountryclub  

Your child at the heart of our village 
Colerne Old School Playgroup offers a nurturing and enriched 
home from home environment where children feel comfortable, 
relaxed and secure. Our children learn through play, exploration 
and quality interactions with our experienced team of early years 
educators – every child is welcomed and respected as an individual, 
with child-centred activities tailored to meet the different stages of 
their development and own unique interests. 
 Close links with the community and Colerne Primary School 
 Weekly Rising 5s, Outdoor Explorers, and In2Sports sessions 
 Funded places available for eligible two, three and four-year-olds 
 Stay & Play summer sessions during the summer holidays 
 We’re open term-time Monday to Thursday 9.00am – 3.00pm and 

Friday 9.00am – 1.00pm. 
Arrange a visit to meet our friendly team and take a tour around our 
learning space! Colerne Old School Playgroup 

Vicarage Lane, Colerne, SN14 8EL 
Tel: 01225 744885 
Email: oldschoolplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 
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The installation of the wheelchair accessible ‘bouncing facility’ (we are not allowed to 
call it a trampoline anymore!) 
has been a great success. With 
the addition of the fun Music 
Ball and rubberised Wet Pour 
safety surfacing that area has 
had wonderful feedback from 
residents and visitors of all 
abilities. Some more mature 
members of the community are 
also big fans and have been in 
to try the equipment on their 
way past! 
To attract more wildlife Mike 
Rogers (Vice-Chairman of 
Hawk and Owl Trust and 
Colerne resident) has personally 
donated and installed a bird 
nest box and bee box in the 
play area. We have witnessed a 
blue tit making a home in the 
box already, we are very grateful 
for his kind donation. 
Our next phase of improvements is the swings. Before Christmas we entered an Aviva 
competition and thanks to votes received we won three grants of £1000. We were also 
recently awarded £4997 by Corsham Area Board towards the swing work, we really 
appreciate this. Unfortunately, due to the high cost of groundworks and safety surfacing, 
we have a couple of thousand pounds still to raise before work can start. So we are 
planning some local fundraising events to achieve this. Please see our website for de-
tails. 
We would love more volunteers to help with different aspects of the play area project: 
cutting back greenery, doing paperwork, computer work, manning a stall at a fundraiser, 
etc. Any age or ability welcome, even just an hour helps. You don’t need to have children 
or grandchildren to be involved – we just need friendly people who want to improve 
the area for everyone to enjoy. Please contact us for more information. 

 Website: www.colerne.net/mcpa  Facebook: @MartinsCroftPlayArea 
Telephone: 07884 498193 Email: kat@martinscroftplayarea.org.uk 

Katherine Pugh 
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Lucknam Park Hotel 
is looking for room lets in Colerne and surrounding areas 

including Ford, Box, Corsham, Bath and Marshfield 

ROOM OR HOUSE LETS 
URGENTLY REQUIRED 

Caroline Pollitt, Staff Housing Officer, is on hand to act as liaison between 
Landlords and Staff to ensure that rentals run smoothly 

FOR HOTEL STAFF LOCATING TO THIS AREA 

Should you be interested please contact 01225 740505 
or alternatively email hr@lucknampark.co.uk  

HAZELBURY 
HEALTH 

PRACTICE 
We offer Homoeopathy and 

Kenshin Anma Shiatsu 

 

Kenshin Anma Shiatsu is a wonderfully relaxing and 
energising form of massage therapy which is very ancient, 
predating even Shiatsu, and works to rebalance the entire 
system. Kenshin means ‘essence of health’, and Anma 
means ‘spreading peace with the hands’. It is performed 
fully clothed and lasts 75 minutes. Anma is non-diagnostic 
and is not recommended for pregnant women or 
cancer patients.  

Laurent and Susan Lacroix hold diplomas in 
Anma from Anma France. Susan is also 

a registered homoeopath and counsellor and offers 
consultations and sessions. 

HAZELBURY HEALTH PRACTICE 
HAZELBURY MANOR, 

BOX, WILTSHIRE SN13 8HX 
TEL: 01225 810644 

  
Your Local Salon 

01225 743736 
38 High Street 

Open on 
Tuesday 8.30am–2.00pm 
Thursday 8.30am–4.00pm 

Friday 8.30am–5.00pm 
Saturday 8.30am–1.00pm 

HEADS  UP  HAIR 

Extended hours by appointment only 

Loyalty Card 
 Please ask us about our 

Loyalty Card Scheme 

We cover 
the whole family’s hairdressing needs 

from perming, cutting and barbering 
to hair extensions and colouring  
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Grounds for Optimism – Chapter XXII 
Wednesday. 6th March 2019, 3.55am, Forrester Green, Colerne 

A call of nature, a glance at the clock approaching the hour, and I switched on BBC 
World Service radio in case there were any items about sub-Saharan Africa not featured in 
our day-time bulletins. In the day’s log I wrote Medical teams treating ebola in N-E 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) were attacked and stoned yesterday in a village 
affected both by the disease and civil war outrage. Villagers could not distinguish 
medics from insurgents after their neighbours and family had been murdered.  
My initial reaction was selfishness personified. “Drat IT!” Now I cannot meet Revd 
John’s family nor see how science teachers manage with no laboratories. Now our 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office will be more adamant than ever that I must not go 
to the Northern end of Lake Tanganyika in Burundi or DRC. I gave little thought to 
the medical teams or those they had come to heal.  
In the month since, I have thought hard about this whole situation and tried to see it 
through the villagers’ eyes. Shortly after seeing family members butchered by machete 
gangs, an equally otherworldly sight confronts and confuses them. Aliens arrive, booted 
and suited in full bio-security garb; like those decontaminating Salisbury of novichok 
last year after the Skripal outrage. Who was coming to the village, healers or the 
hounds of Hell? Were the stone throwers traumatised and terrorised by decades of 
conflict or were they just irredeemably ignorant savages? On Google on my phone I 
read of several previous incidents where Ebola teams had been attacked by mourners 
trying to touch, wash and caress the bodies of their dead. 
Ignorance, misinformation, fake news and lethal rumours are costing lives in mineral-rich 
DRC right now, as they have been doing for decades. I recalled a bachelors’ evening 
in 1970 in Kigoma, Tanzania on the opposite side of Lake Tanganyika. A bored Belgian 
ferry captain, a refugee with his vessel, had invited me onto his laid-up boat for a 
sun-downer. If the Simba rebels dispersed he would sail back across and ply his 
trade again. From then to now Congo (Kinshasa)/Zaire/DRC has suffered Mobutu’s 
cleptocracy, neglect, civil war, misgovernment and at times and in places no government 
at all.  
And yet honest survivors are working, marrying, bringing up families and sometimes 
even thriving. I know this is true because I have met them and worked with them. Are 
we Westerners so good at resisting fake news? In New York State in the world’s richest 
country, one at peace with itself for two centuries, measles is making a comeback 
because 15% of parents are denying their offspring vaccination. ‘Herd immunity’ is 
being lost because of an utterly fallacious, debunked story linking jabs with autism. 
So, where is this month’s optimism? Later this March, Revd John emailed from DRC 
claiming no Ebola nor civil unrest in Uvira. He is working with another of this year’s 
delegates, newly-wed Philbert Jumba – pharmacist and Christian missionary, just back 
with Melissa from their honeymoon – on ways to ease the transport and border-
crossing problems for female Burundian secondary science teachers hoping to come to 
safe Rwanda next year for the workshop they missed this time. We are planning early 
to make it happen in February 2020. Whether Jan and I manage to visit those ‘off limits’ 
countries, Burundi and DRC, is of little importance compared with the imperative to 
forge strong links with the isolated and marginalised.  
Do you like being thwarted? No? Neither do I!! Rodney Priest 



 

28 Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2019 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Trees & Woodlands, Hedges & Shrubs 
SKILLED PRUNING 

FELLING & DISMANTLING 
STUMP GRINDING 

PLANTING & DESIGN 
INSPECTIONS & SURVEYS 

Free quotation  Fully Insured  

QUALITY WORK 
SENSIBLE PRICES 

01225 743682 
William Wolf B.A.(Hons) Tech Cert 

(Arboricultural Association) Woodlea, 
Thickwood, Colerne, Wiltshire SN14 8BU 

Karen Sayers Limited 
Chartered Accountants 

Specialising in small businesses and 
the self employed 

 
Self assessment tax returns 

Limited Company statutory accounts 
Sole trader accounts 

VAT returns 
Payroll and bookkeeping 

 
Tel: 01225 744355 

Email: karensayerslimited@gmail.com 
29 Silver Street, Colerne 

CASE & TROTMAN LTD 
Colerne 

 

GENERAL BUILDERS 
 

Most aspects of work undertaken 
 

 Extensions, Roofing 
 Loft Conversions 
 Carpentry 
 Brick & Stonework 
 Timber & Damp Proofing 
 PVC Flat Roofing Systems 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Liability & Contract Insured  
 

Telephone: 01225 743271 
Mobile: 07971 553256 

Email: tony.trotman@sky.com  
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COLERNE 
CONSTITUTIONAL CLUB 

High Street, Colerne, Wilts. SN14 8DB 

The Club is Closing 
In 2020/21 

I am sorry to announce that at the present rate of trade the predicted time the 
Club has left is 1–2 years and no longer unless an improvement is made! 
I, as President, never thought that the Club would close, and assumed that it would 
outlast the other establishments in the village but I am being proved wrong. 
The Club has not made a profit for a number of years due to rising prices and 
falling membership and dropping sales over the bar. 
The committee has reduced the running costs to a bare minimum, but still the 
month-by-month trend is to see less money being taken over the Bar which is 
the Club’s main income. 
To give an example: 

The Club needs a daily income of £99 (or £594 per week) to 
cover all expenses over a year. 
Our current income is averaging £150 per week which is a loss of 
nearly £2000 per month. 

It is only thanks to the Club’s skittle, darts and crib teams plus a few regular 
members who are keeping the Club from closing any earlier. 
I have been a member for over 50 years and have been on the committee for 
44 of those years. 
The Club in its time has raised thousands of pounds for various charities and 
been the organisers in many firsts for the village: 

We were the first to organise a 24hr Skittle Marathon raising 
money for charity; 
We were the first to introduce large Club floats into the May Fair 
Carnival parade; 
And for the last couple of years, we took over the organising of 
Father Christmas visiting Colerne. 

The Club has organised a variety of events and functions for all its members 
and I personally will be sad to see it close. 
It is not too late to save it from closing, it has a lot of money in the bank but at 
its present rate of loss it will soon be gone. COME TO THE AGM ON 1st 
MAY AND LEND YOUR SUPPORT TO KEEP IT OPEN! 

Bob Atter – President 
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Bath Office 01225 444454 

LOOKING TO SELL YOUR 
PROPERTY THIS SRING? 

We have had a busy start to the year with activity 
levels increasing. The Spring is a great time to 

start marketing your home. As always, we strive to 
be Colerne’s dedicated estate agent having sold 
more property than any other agent in the village 

every year since opening our doors in 2005. 

For a free no obligation valuation, please don’t hesitate 
to get in touch. 

bath@hunterfrench.co.uk  www.hunterfrench.co.uk 

Corsham Office 01249 715775 
Devizes Office 01380 722784 
Frome Office 01373 464040 
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We had to cancel our last Tramp because TV film crews and their equipment were 
using our usual starting venue and every other suitable space. 
So, in place of the usual Tramp ramblings, I will take this opportunity to remind dog 
walkers to please pick up their dog’s poo as this seems to be an ever increasing 
offensive and hazardous problem on footpaths. 
Recently whilst working at Ogbourne wall-building, unbeknown to me at the time, I 
had some embedded in the tread of my boots which went unnoticed until the foul 
aroma was detected in the shed where I keep my boots and tools. I noticed at the same 
location that someone had left a full poo bag on the path for any unsuspecting person 
to tread on. 
There is a major problem with poo in Frank’s Wood which is used as an outside 
classroom by our school children. If trodden in by the children and taken back to 
school this can give rise to needless cleaning problems for teachers and support staff. 
Humans, especially young children, can catch a disease called Toxocariasis from 
handling soil or sand contaminated by dog faeces. This can have life changing 
consequences for the unfortunate child so please BAG and BIN responsibly. 
Our next Tramp will be on 7th May. Each Tramp is different and we always walk at an 
enjoyable pace, starting and finishing at the Fox; the departure time is 10.00am. 
Sensible attire and a mid-walk ‘munchie’ are essential. 

Russell Harding (742182) Cotswold Warden for Colerne Parish 

Tuesday Tramp Ramblings 

  
This month we are again supporting USPG (United Society 
Partners in the Gospel). Together they are sharing God’s love 
among those whose needs are greatest, focusing, at this time, on 
the Churches of North and South India where they are working 
with the churches being a beacon for the people, especially 

when it comes to social justice. Speaking out against corruption, caste discrimination, 
violence against women, human trafficking and other injustice.  
A display can be found at the back of church giving more information.  

Charity for the Month 

Margaret Edmonds 

Safari Supper 2019 
Great news! The Safari Supper will be going ahead this year on 6th July.  
Please put this date into your diaries and we will be releasing more information in the 
next few weeks.  
If you’re new to the Safari Supper, please think about giving it a go. It’s a roving meal 
where you and your partner have each course in a different house in the village, meeting 
different people, and then we all end up in the Church for coffee at the end so that you 
can meet whoever you’ve missed! It’s great fun and all money raised goes to a local charity.  
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible. 

Celia Batterham and the Safari Supper team 
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Roger Spirrell 
Contact 

for 
Fencing 

Concreting 
Grass Cutting 
Tree Felling 

Logs 

and Agricultural Contracting 

also 
Digger for Hire 

Tel. 01225 743610 
Windrush, Euridge Lane 

Thickwood, Colerne, SN14 8BJ 

 
SOUTHERNWOOD 

CARPENTRY / JOINERY 
Established over 30 years 

All types of internal and external work 

Windows/Doors/Conservatories/Bi-fold 

Matching mouldings to existing works 

We can also fit products supplied by you 

If it’s made of wood and you would like  
a free estimate or advice 

phone 

Ed: 01225 859390/07738 353468 or 
Alex: 07921 177423 

or Email 
edwardwittke@btconnect.com 

P & R Chimney Sweeps 

T: 01225 743742 
M: 07825 535095 

W: www.prchimneysweeps.co.uk 

Fully qualified and insured. Brush and 
vacuum. Power sweeping of lined flues. 
Birds nest removal, cowl supply and fit. 

Clean and efficient. 
SERVICE WITH A SMILE THAT  

WILL NOT LET YOU DOWN 

 

R. J. Hill & Son Ltd 
(Est. 1955) 

Traditional Family Butchers 

Beef, Lamb, Pork etc 
Bacon & Cooked Meats 

Home-made Sausages & Burgers 
Personal Service, Parking facilities 
Suppliers to Colerne May Fair 

and Colerne Bonfire Night 

LOCAL DELIVERIES MADE 
Market Place, Box 
Tel: 01225 742312 

Payment Cards 
now accepted 
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DIRECTORY OF VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS  
Badminton Club 
D Pearson – 858293 
Bellringers & Handbells 
Jacqui Bradburn, 8 Fosseway Close – 743041 
Colerne After School Club Ltd 
Bev Stickley – 07881 367022 
Colerne Air Training Corps 
Flt Sgt Clarke – 01225 743988 – 93df@aircadets.org  
Colerne Army Cadet Force 
SSI Alan Bell – 07812 744480 
Colerne Classic Car Club 
Russell Harding, 10 Fosseway Close – 742182 
Colerne Crazy Quilters 
Julie Burgess – 743999 
Colerne Evangelical Church (FIEC) 
Revd Jonathan Sell – 744463 
Colerne Gardening Club 
Cleo Saunders – 743438  
Colerne Golf Society 
Hon Sec: Rob Gray – 01249 820171 
Email – robgray13@sky.com 
Corsham and Colerne Military Wives Choir 
corshamandcolerne@militarywiveschoirs.org 
Colerne Musical Theatre 
Pete Green, 9 Bellott Drive, Corsham SN13 9UQ – 
01249 715657 
Colerne Panthers Mini Rugby 
colernepanthers@gmail.com 
Colerne Rugby Club 
Hon Secretary: John Hutchinson – 742137 
Email – john.hutchinson1957@gmail.com 
Conservative Association 
Dick Tonge, Bank House, Tutton Hill – 742631 
Constitutional Club, High Street – 
 07768 341130 or 742197 
Cotswold AONB Voluntary Warden 
Russell Harding – 742182 
Encore Musical Cabaret & Concert Group 
Peter Clare, 44 Valley Way, Thickwood – 743727 
FC Colerne Colts 
Paul Carey – 07786 745165 
Friends of Colerne Church 
Ray Barker, 6 Fosseway Close – 743402 
Guide Groups 
Rainbows: Helen Atter – 742912  
Brownies: Helen Atter – 742912  
Guides: Helen Atter, 
 Trunnells Barn, High Street – 742912  
Hawk & Owl Trust East Bath Area Group 
Mike Rogers – 744290 
History Group 
Eileen Collins, 5 Chapel Path – 744266 
Hive Information Officer 
Amy Tuck – 01225 744187 

 
Jumping Jacks (Parent & Toddler Group) 
Nikki Jenner – 01225 571506  
Labour Association 
Chris Phillips, 28 Round Barrow Close – 742755  
Liberal Club, 22 High Street – 07799 558489 
Liberal Democrats 
Dr Brian Mathew – 07771 607983  
Email – brianmathew@northwiltslibdems.org.uk 
LINK (Community Service) 
Transport – 07970 617617 
Luncheon Club 
Erica Laws, 5 Watergates – 743169 
Old School Playgroup 
Old School, Vicarage Lane – 744885 
Parish Council 
Glenys Gill, Council Office, 
Old School, Vicarage Lane – 742207 
Primary School 
Headteacher: Mr Mark Solomon – 742367 
FRESCO 
Steve Francis – 07788 591555  
Police Community Support 
To report incidents or crimes – tel. 101 
Other matters, eg information, email:  
CPTNorthWiltshire@Wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  
Royal British Legion 
General Matters – Paul Jobbins – 745839 
Contact Centre helpline – 0808 802 8080 
 from 8.00am to 8.00pm, 7 days a week  
Scout Groups 
Group Scout Leader: Jackie Bicknell – 743383 
Scout Leader:  Rob Featherstone – 938660 
Cub Scout Leader: Katherine Manuel –744615 
Beaver Scout Leader: Jo Jackson – 01249 716647 
Village Hall Association 
Anne Nicholas – 744544 – secretarycolvhall@yahoo.com  
Village Hall Bookings 
Sheila Nicholas – 744544 – colernevhall@yahoo.co.uk 
Village Hall 200+ Club 
Kathleen Hall, 60 Forrester Green – 743561  
Women’s Institute 
Norma Burgess, Summerhayes, Washmeres – 744612  

Premier Stores 742147 
Flower Shop 744153 
Fox & Hounds 744847 
Hairdresser 743736 

Colerne News 
 and Post Office 742858 
Six Bells 742413 

Useful Colerne Telephone numbers 
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SIXTEEN-SEAT COACH HIRE 

Travel 
for all occasions 

contact 
Mark Brookman 

Tel No: 01249 782368 
Mobile: 07768 104720 

Email: 
go.meb@btinternet.com  

Your friendly pet walking service 

07851 445776 
WWW.SITSTAYWALK.CO.UK 

• COLERNE BASED • Dog Walking • House Visits/Drop ins 
• Out of Hours Visits • Pet Transporta on • CRB checked 
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Colerne Cinema 
at Colerne Village Hall 

BOX OFFICE: 
01225 744544 or email: cvhfilms@yahoo.co.uk; tickets 
can be bought on the door. Single Tickets £5, Family Ticket 
£15 (2 adults & 2 children or 1 adult & 3 children; adults 
over 18 and children under 15). 
Loyalty Cards are available. 

14th May 
Bohemian Rhapsody (12A) Drama/Music 
A foot-stomping celebration of Queen, their music and their 
extraordinary lead singer Freddie Mercury, from the start of the rock 
band to their now legendary 1985 performance at the Live Aid concert 
in Wembley Stadium. 
Winner of four Oscars and two BAFTAs including Best Actor in a 
Leading Role for Rami Malek. 
Cast includes: 
Rami Malek, Lucy Boynton, Gwilym Lee, Ben Hardy  

Films are sponsored by Turbo-Jection 

11th June 
Green Book (12A) Biography/Comedy/Drama 
1962: Dr Don Shirley a world-class African-American pianist hires 
Tony Lip, a tough-talking bouncer, to drive him on a concert tour in 
the Deep South. They must rely on the Negro Motorist Green Book, 
a travel guide for safe travel through America’s racial segregation. 
Confronted with racism, danger as well as unexpected humanity and 
humour they are forced to set aside their differences to survive and 
thrive on the journey of a lifetime. 
Winner of three Oscars and one BAFTA including Best 
Supporting Actor for Mahershala Ali. 
Cast includes: Viggo Mortensen, Mahershala Ali, Linda Cardellini  

Supported by: 

2nd Tuesday of the month – Doors open 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start 

9th July 
On the Basis of Sex (12A) Biography/Drama  
Inspired by the true story of a young Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg – then a struggling attorney and new mother 
– who faces adversity and numerous obstacles in her 
fight for equal rights throughout her career. When 
Ruth takes on a ground-breaking tax case with her 
husband, attorney Martin Ginsburg, she knows it 
could change the direction of her career and the way 
the courts view gender discrimination. 
Cast includes: Felicity Jones, Armie Hammer, Justin Theroux, 
Sam Waterston 




