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10 St. Martins Park 
Marshfield 
Chippenham 
Wiltshire SN14 8PQ 
Tel: 01225 891844 
Mob: 07778 045753 
Web: www.fabricandflair.co.uk 

Made to Measure 

Curtains, 

Blinds & Accessories 

Wide range of Quality Fabrics 

Measuring & Fitting Service 

Over 30 years’ experience 

 

We will be at the car park of the Fox & Hounds pub every Tuesday 9.30am – 12.00pm 
to order (by 12.00noon on the day before ) please phone 07703 284277 

A range of our products can be viewed at www.ansteesbakery.co.uk – we try to bring as much 
as we can (but some things sell out early). Come early (or pre-order via phone, email or text) to 
avoid disappointment. All bread products freshly baked on the day. No additives or preservatives. 
We’ll be inside the pub if the weather is poor and will operate a one-way social distancing system.  

ANSTEES BAKERY 

Large Loaves – 
White, Wholemeal or Granary £2 

6 x Soft White Rolls £1.80 
6 x Wholemeal or Granary Rolls £2 

4 x Crusty Cobs £2 
Cheese and Onion Pasties £2.50 
Proper Cornish Pasties £2.50 

Small Sourdough £3 

Genoa Fruit Cake £3 
Traditional Wiltshire Lardy £3 

Bun Rings £1.50 
Eggs £1.50 

Cheese (300g) £2.50 
Home Cooked Ham 250g £4.00 
3 x sm Sausage Rolls £1.20 

Cheese and Onion Rolls £1.50 

Millionaires Shortbread 75p 
Chocolate Flapjacks 75p 

Rocky Road Bars 75p 
Aussie Crunch 75p 

Chocolate Tiffin 75p 
Cornflake Slice 75p 
Danish Pastries £1 
3 x Croissants £2 



 

3 Colerne Parish Magazine, July 2020 

The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Colerne 
A member of the Lidbrook Group of Churches 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd Dr Janet Anderson-MacKenzie 

The Vicarage, Church Lane, Box, Wilts SN13 8NR 
Tel. 01225 744458  Email: janet@anderson-mackenzie.co.uk 

Ministry Team 
 

Website 
www.colerneparishchurch.org.uk 

Rob Featherstone, 47 Round Barrow Close, SN14 8EF 
Tel: 01225 743044 Email: rob.featherstone4@gmail.com 

For enquiries to hire the Parish Church for a community event, contact the Churchwardens 

Revd Clair Southgate Mrs Margaret Edmonds 
Churchwardens 

To arrange a Baptism, contact Rodney Priest  
rodjanpriest@outlook.com or 01225 742042 

To arrange a Marriage, contact Celia Batterham 
 celia@washmeres.co.uk or 01225 744809 

To arrange a Funeral 
 or make an application for a churchyard memorial,  

contact Ray Barker, ray262@btinternet.com  
or 01225 743402 or 07768 500684 

Notice to Advertisers 
Please submit advertising copy to Peter Wilson (peter.wilson@valecourt.org) well in advance of the 
copy deadline date of 10th of the month prior to the month of publication to ensure that space will be 
available in the Magazine but please contact Celia Batterham as above before doing so. 

FLOODLIGHTING 
Anyone wishing to arrange for the Church Floodlighting to be turned on should 
contact Derek or Julie Burgess at 12 Eastrip Lane; by telephoning 743999 or 
07470 031062 or emailing del.burgess@gmail.com  

Magazine Committee 
Lavinia Wilson, Peter Wilson, Celia Batterham 

Magazine distribution: Rosemary Sadler (742531) 
To advertise in the Magazine, please contact  

Celia Batterham, Washmere Farm, Washmeres, Colerne SN14 8DQ (744809) 
Email: celia@washmeres.co.uk 

Front Cover illustration: Photograph by Evi Coulston 
Back Cover illustration: Photograph by Larissa Wilson – Callistemon citrinus (crimson bottlebrush ) 

Lavinia Wilson, Vale Court, Colerne, SN14 8EL 
Tel: 01225 742417 Email: Lavinia.wilson@valecourt.org 

New regulations for access to The Parish Church of St John the Baptist 
Following government advice, new guidelines allow the Parish Church to be open for 
private prayer. The Church will be open each day from 8.30am to 5.00pm. Please enter by 
the South door and follow instructions for hygiene and social distancing which can be 
found in the Church. Currently all regular Church Services are suspended. 
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Colerne Village Hall Association 
In its 65 year history 2020 is the first time the Hall has had an enforced closure. Yes it has 
closed for extension, refurbishment and upgrade work on a number of occasions, but 
since 20th March the hall has sat empty and silent in the wake of Covid-19. No weekly 
Luncheon Club, Whist Drives, Kung Fu, Fitness Classes, Dancers, Toddlers (Jumping 
Jacks), Craft, and Quilting, nor the return of Colerne Musical Theatre Group in May to 
commence proceedings for an Autumn Show. No monthly meetings for the Gardening Club, 
History Group and Women’s Institute and no monthly Cinema. Children’s parties, Fundraisers 
such as ‘Rock in Colerne’ and the Gardening Club’s Village Show all cancelled due to an 
insidious enemy. The 300 Club Draws having to take place in the grounds of the Village Hall, 
at a social distance; a list of winners is on the Hall’s website. 
Seventy-five percent of the Hall’s income lost overnight but the bills still needing to be 
paid. It was thought that fortunately the Hall had Business Interruption Insurance but, like 
many other businesses, it appeared not! Covid-19 not covered. So the Secretary applied for the 
Small Business Grant from Wiltshire Council, set up by the Government; this was 
successful and was received in May; this will cover seventy-five percent of the income 
loss. Of course some bills will be smaller due to the closure: gas, electric and cleaning 
reduced but servicing, licences and insurance continue, open or closed. At least there is no 
staff to furlough, the Hall being run by volunteers. 
Thanks to modern technology the Committee is able to stay in contact online, the 
Secretary sending monthly updates and decisions still able to be taken. Two decisions 
were taken during May: 
1) the Hall will remain closed until the restrictions end. 
2) This year’s AGM has been cancelled; the end of year report for 2019/2020 can be 

viewed on the Hall’s website. 
Annual servicing and maintenance are still being carried out to ensure the Hall is ready to 
re-open – we will return! 
For any information concerning the Village Hall check the website colvhall.co.uk. 

Thanks 
Mary Sadler and family would like to thank friends and neighbours for all their kind 
thoughts and words on the death of Tom. They would also like to thank everyone for 
the donations (to date £350) in Tom’s name to Alzheimer’s Support, Mill Street Club, 
Trowbridge. 

Back Cover Photograph 
The photograph on the back cover, taken by my American niece, is of an exotic-looking 
shrub called Calistemon Citrinus, commonly known as ‘crimson bottlebrush’ for 
obvious reasons. The photograph was taken in our garden, showing that such an 
exotic-looking medium-sized shrub can survive in our climate so long as it is planted 
in a sheltered spot, ideally against a sunny wall. Peter Wilson 
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P & R Chimney Sweeps 

T: 01225 743742 
M: 07825 535095 

W: www.prchimneysweeps.co.uk 

Fully qualified and insured. Brush and 
vacuum. Power sweeping of lined flues. 
Birds nest removal, cowl supply and fit. 

Clean and efficient. 
SERVICE WITH A SMILE THAT  

WILL NOT LET YOU DOWN 

 

LIVERY	YARD	
COLERNE	

Small,	professionally-run	
livery	yard	

All	year	turn	out	
All	weather	‘ ibresand’	arena	

Excellent	hacking	
Rubber	matted	stables	
24-hour	supervision	

07887	641906	

Vacancy	for	one	Gelding	

 
The IRON lady 

For regular orders or one-off backlog 
clearance. 
Professional and flexible service in a 
smoke- and odour-free environment. 
Please call Gilly for prices and further 
details. 
Free collection and delivery within 
Colerne. 
Mobile: 07810 248408 
Home: 01225 744611 
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Colerne WI 
Dear Members, 
I thought that sending you all a message through the Parish Magazine would be a good 
way to keep in touch in these troubled times. Having all this time on my hands has made 
me come up with an idea. I would love to hear your thoughts about how you are spending 
time during our lockdown. I would like to compile a document to put in our WI archive. 
It is possible that many years from now people will be interested to find out what our 
thoughts were, how we spent our time, what we enjoyed and what we missed the most. If 
you feel inclined to participate I would be delighted. It can be a few sentences, a long 
essay or maybe a poem or some photographs. In fact anything that you inventive people 
can think of. If you don’t have email then drop it off to me at 9 Nursery Road or to Ann 
Atkinson at 49 Forrester Green. My best wishes to you all. Wendy James 

Colerne Coronavirus Community Support Scheme 
I am sure we all have our fingers crossed that Covid-19 infections will continue to fall in 
our area and that not many of us will receive a “you must self-isolate for 14 days” call 
from the Track and Trace system. But it seems timely to remind everyone that Colerne 
Covid-19 volunteer support is still in place, as in this situation you are not allowed to go out, 
even to buy food or other essentials. Volunteer help with shopping, prescriptions or 
dog-walking can be accessed by emailing cv19colerne@gmail.com or phone 01225 742767. 
It seems a long time since people’s main concern was to not run out of loo paper but we 
have all adapted, with the help of local businesses to make the practicalities of life a bit 
easier. Sadly, the financial impact on our Community will not be so easily solved so it is 
good to know that local confidential money and debt advice is available from Community 
Money Advice (CMA) – Corsham. Colerne resident Alan Simon is very involved in 
CMA Corsham and describes the service as “part of a nationwide Christian charity, affiliated 
to the national money advice charity Advice UK, and authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority”. CMA Corsham is staffed by volunteers who provide 
impartial money and debt advice and, in the current climate, offers specific help and 
advice for those who, whilst not in debt, are currently struggling with accessing Universal 
Credit and other specific issues relating to the Coronovirus pandemic.  
The service offered by CMA Corsham is available to all who might benefit (regardless of 
their race, religion, colour, gender or disability) and who live in the Corsham/
Chippenham area and surrounding villages. It is independent, free of charge and 
completely confidential. Volunteers are all fully qualified, have a significant breadth of 
experience including ten-plus years of offering debt advice and financial management 
and significant personnel management, office and customer service experience.  
If you think they can help you they can be contacted by e-mail 
(cma@corshambaptists.org) or, if you visit their website cma.corshambaptists.org you 
can complete a form that goes directly to the e-mail account. They can be contacted by 
telephone on 01249 712075 but, due to current restrictions, the phone is only checked 
once a week – so contacting them by e-mail is a far better option. 
On one of my lockdown walks, the wonderful St Christopher’s Church in Ditteridge gave 
me pause for thought. Built in 1097, it has been a silent witness over the centuries to the 
ravages of Black Death, smallpox, the great flu epidemic and many more. It will still be 
standing as we get through this, and so will we. 

Dr Dorothy Robertson – Volunteer Co-ordinator 
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SOUTHERNWOOD 

CARPENTRY / JOINERY 
Established over 30 years 

All types of internal and external work 

Windows/Doors/Conservatories/Bi-fold 

Matching mouldings to existing works 

We can also fit products supplied by you 

If it’s made of wood and you would like  
a free estimate or advice 

phone 

Ed: 01225 859390/07738 353468 or 
Alex: 07921 177423 

or Email 
edwardwittke@btconnect.com 

 

07788 430380 
stevebye@talktalk.net 

Licensed to carry 4 passengers 
Airports 

Seaports 
Long/Short Distances 

 

COUNTRYWIDE 
PRIVATE  HIRE 
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Grounds for Optimism – Chapter XXXVI 
 Mid-day, Wednesday, 17th January 2018, Nyabugogo bus & taxi park; North 

suburbs of Kigali, Rwanda 
The long-distance shared taxi made the same journey as last year on a good tar-sealed 
road through hilly northern Rwanda, a country roughly the size of Wales, that useful 
comparator. Everywhere Rwandan slopes were more densely populated and cultivated 
than Cambrian. Subsistence farming of beans and maize clothed the tops and steep 
sides while tea as a cash crop grew in valleys. 
The taximan drove one-handed, the other on his mobile. We were seven plus luggage 
in the tough limo. He sped round the bends. Blind corners were not my responsibility. 
I recalled seeing the motto on a bus last year “God first : stress free” and prayed with 
the psalmist “Into thy hands, I commit my soul”. At Gatuna border crossing we set 
watches one hour forward and switched to driving on the left. But first our documents 
needed checking and approval and that satisfying ‘kerplunk’. There was no tarmac 
between the two border posts, so we got out and lugged cases along the bumpy dirt 
road dwarfed by the tyres of overladen lorries. A guard ordered me to delete a photo I 
had taken of a queue. I bought luscious thin-skinned dessert bananas from a raffia tray 
atop the woman seller’s head. This cultivar cannot survive a transatlantic trip of, say, 
Panama to Bristol, so enjoy them where you can. The simple old offices were 
unchanged since last year, despite the EU ring of stars proclaiming a gift of new ones.  
We drove on into Uganda with less tea and more cows. Fred absent, Naboth drove me 
uphill to Kigezi mission guest house. Stately Ruth the First (are all caretakers called 
Ruth?) came after the vicar next door had prised open the jammed metal gate. She 
blamed the arrival of a posse of unannounced bishops all expecting to be fed and 
housed. She had had to go to town to buy provisions. I showed her my itinerary for the 
next 11 days and told her when I would return with Janet after a circular solo trip of 
workshops into Tanzania and back via Rwanda again. 
After a siesta, I walked up to Caro’s home where her husband ‘Junior’ James was not 
yet back from a week of low-paid grind marking GCE chemistry papers in Kampala. 
On a grassy bank at the back of the house, Caro’s mother Florence cuddled the new 
baby ‘Lodin’ (Rodney) while firstborn Gloria played with grandma’s hair. My namesake 
was hardly visible swaddled in many woollen layers. Uncle Robert read Acts 2:28 
aloud and Florence explained its meaning with confidence saying repentance must be 
an ongoing process. What could be more natural for a family gathering of believers 
than an open-air bible class?  
After two hours sipping fermented sorghum porridge obushera, James arrived home. 
Our driver, Fred Mbabazi then came explaining how we had missed each other today, 
mostly my fault with phone hiccoughs. We confirmed arrangements for tomorrow’s 
trip to Kisoro a town near the Congolese border. I was to give a workshop there and 
stay the night.  
It was now dark and the children needed their beds. I gave English teacher Caro our 
gift of a tiny leather-bound copy of Herrick’s Elizabethan poems then James and 
brother-in-law escorted me to the guesthouse. I fell asleep pondering the responsibility 
of a young namesake. I hoped he would outlive me by many decades and be as cheerful as 
father and thoughtful as mother, grandmother and sister. Meanwhile I must set a good 
example of upright living, starting now in Africa’s ‘little Switzerland’. Rodney Priest 
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BOX Pharmacy 

Prescription Delivery Service  
If you are disabled, housebound or unable to  

collect your prescriptions, etc, arrangements can  
be made for your order to be delivered to you by our 

door-to-door delivery service.  

Telephone 01225 742552  
for further details 

10 High Street, 
Box 

 

W.F. Dolman & Son 
 

Old Established (1919) 
Family Funeral Directors 

 

24-hour Personal Service 
7 days a week 
Home Visits 

Chapel of Rest 
Golden Charter Plans Available 

 
 

9 Walcot Terrace, Bath, BA1 6AB 
Telephone: 01225 444110 

Email: info@dolmansfuneraldirectors.org.uk 
Web: www.dolmansfuneraldirectors.org.uk 

 

Caroline Gill  
Painter and Decorator 

Tel: 01225 859539 
Mobile: 07767 247735 
Email: cfgill@live.co.uk  

Freshen up the home for Summer 

An experienced lady decorator providing 
a friendly, tidy and reliable service. 

Based in Batheaston. 
Contact me for a free estimate. 

Recommendations available on request 

 

Roger Spirrell 
Contact 

for 
Fencing 

Concreting 
Grass Cutting 
Tree Felling 

Logs 

and Agricultural Contracting 

also 
Digger for Hire 

Tel. 01225 743610 
Windrush, Euridge Lane 

Thickwood, Colerne, SN14 8BJ 
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Obituary 
Montague Adolphus (Tom) Sadler 1923–2020 
Tom was born on 13th December 1923 in Cascade, Hanover, Jamaica. He was the 
youngest of the 11 children of Elizabeth and Daniel. His childhood was spent helping 
his ‘Mum-ma’ and older brothers to manage the land that they owned, growing produce 
and looking after the family’s animals. This self-sufficient upbringing, in a large family 
network, meant family was really important to Tom and also taught him many skills 
such as gardening, all types of maintenance, engine mechanics, building and, his career 
choice, woodwork.  
He qualified and worked as a carpenter in Jamaica, which was at that time still part of 
the Commonwealth. He was drafted to fight in the Second World War in 1943. He 
wanted to be a pilot so joined the RAF, but was thwarted by his eyesight, so after his 
initial training he set sail towards Europe. His destination was to have been Italy, but 
Mussolini’s regime fell whilst he was at sea, so he was diverted to France briefly then 
on to Scotland, where he arrived to experience snow for the first time and temperatures 
very different from ‘back home’ in Jamaica!  
Eventually Tom was stationed at Colerne airbase. It was in Colerne that he was to meet 
the love of his life, Mary Hulbert, at a village dance at the Manor. He would refer to her 
fondly as ‘our Mary’ or ‘Mummsie darling’ and in later years ‘Nanny’, as the family 
generations expanded. They married at Chippenham on 23rd March 1947, and shortly 
after that Tom returned to Jamaica to be demobbed. A few months later he returned to 
stay in Britain forever, taking British citizenship when Jamaica moved for independence. 
When Tom returned from Jamaica he and Mary moved to 16 Martins Croft, Colerne, 
which was to be the family home for over 50 years. Then they moved down the road to 
their current home, the bungalow at 52 Martins Croft. Mary and Tom were blessed with 
six children, the first Jenny was followed by Sybil, Ruth, Gordon, Monty and then Mandy. 
Tom involved himself in village life: as a carpenter and joiner in the building trade he 
was part of the small group of volunteers who built the original village hall in Colerne. 
He also helped with cricket coaching for all the youngsters and helped other villagers to 
rebuild parts of their homes after the war years.  
Tom loved gardening, and his and Mary’s green fingers meant that the garden always 
produced loads of vegetables and fruit, enough to feed the family and to be shared with 
neighbours and friends. He was always a busy man, he could turn his hand to most 
things, hair cutting, shoe mending and he enjoyed making things out of wood. He 
enjoyed many sports: cricket, snooker, skittles, darts and bowls. He loved playing 
games especially dominoes and cards.  
Friends and particularly his family were very important to him. He liked to socialise 
with his brother Aubrey and the other Caribbean community who lived nearby in Bath, 
where gatherings would often lead to an informal party with music, dancing, reminiscing 
and lots of food and of course Jamaican rum.  
Tom always made time for people and took an interest in them and would help them 
out, if he could. The condolences sent to Mary and family by people who knew Tom, 
and the memories they have shared, all refer to a friendly, polite, kind man, who loved a 
chat and usually had a good story to tell, too. A true gentleman with a great smile.  
Tom passed away peacefully at Claremont Residential Home in Corsham on 24th April 
2020 at the age of 96.  

The Sadler Family 
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Contact Colerne based John Phillips 
Tel no. 07973 509928 

Email: buildplans@aol.com 

www.buildplans.co.uk  

In need of Building Plans? 

 

R. J. Hill & Son Ltd 
(Est. 1955) 

Traditional Family Butchers 

Beef, Lamb, Pork etc 
Bacon & Cooked Meats 

Home-made Sausages & Burgers 
Personal Service, Parking facilities 
Suppliers to Colerne May Fair 

and Colerne Bonfire Night 

LOCAL DELIVERIES MADE 
Market Place, Box 
Tel: 01225 742312 

Payment Cards 
now accepted 

 
WILL KNIGHT  

PICTURE FRAMER 

Picture framing 
Frame & picture  

restoration & cleaning 
Antique mirrors & 

reproduction frames 
Carving, gilding & French 

polishing 
Letter-cutting in wood  

& stone 
Artwork & sign-writing 

Tel: 01225 743336 
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Fully Qualified Staff with years of experience in child care 
Collection from Colerne Primary School 

Variety of activities for all age groups 
Very competitive prices 

Please contact: 
Jemma on 07446 447541 or Bev on 07881 367022  

or email  cascltd@outlook.com  
see our Facebook page 

Colerne After School Club Ltd  

Ofsted Registered URN: EY494696 

Colerne After 
School Club Ltd 

We are open  
Monday to Friday: 7.30–8.30am 

for Breakfast Club 
After School Club hours are: 

Monday to Thursday: 3.25–6.00pm 
and Fridays: 1.30–4.30pm  

CASE & TROTMAN LTD 
Colerne 

 

GENERAL BUILDERS 
 

Most aspects of work undertaken 
 

 Extensions, Roofing 
 Loft Conversions 
 Carpentry 
 Brick & Stonework 
 Timber & Damp Proofing 
 PVC Flat Roofing Systems 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Liability & Contract Insured  
 

Telephone: 01225 743271 
Mobile: 07971 553256 

Email: tony.trotman@sky.com  

 

Oaks Farm Meat Box Delivery 

Weekly delivery of locally reared beef, lamb and sausages. Our 
livestock is born and bred at Oaks Farm and grazes the hillsides and 

valleys next to Colerne village. 

Joints, mince, steaks, homemade burgers and sausages, stewing 
steak and more…choose your own selection to make up a box. 

£25 minimum spend, free delivery in Colerne and surrounding area. 

Call or email for our information sheet, price list or any queries. 
M: 07843 413139 Email: oaksfarm.colerne@gmail.com 

The Gooding Family , Oaks Farm, Rode Hill, Colerne SN14 8AR 
Facebook @oaksfarmcolerne 
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Due to the Coronavirus lockdown we have 
been unable to hold our Annual Parish 
Meeting, when we give an account of the 
year’s activities and present our annual 
accounts to the public. The financial report 
will be available for viewing on the Parish 
Council website. 

PLANNING  
We considered 25 planning applications through the year. We no longer receive paper 
copies and all planning applications, plus comments that have been submitted, can be 
viewed on the Wiltshire Council website. 
COUNCILLORS  
Tom Hall left the Council after many years of dedicated and exemplary hard work, for 
which he is to be commended and we send him our particular thanks. Mike Hale and 
Alison Pipes have also served on the Council more recently and we would also like to 
thank them for everything that they have contributed. We have welcomed Dan Prideaux as 
a new councillor. We have also appointed Sarah Ovens as our new clerical assistant in the 
Parish office. Four-yearly elections should be coming up in May 2021, assuming that such 
events are able to go ahead, why not consider applying to join your Parish Council? You 
will be able to get the necessary information and a nomination paper from the Wiltshire 
Council website nearer the time.  
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES  
There have been significant improvements to the men’s urinals and toilet and the lighting 
has been up-dated throughout. 
RECREATION GROUND AND ALLOTMENTS  
We continue to ensure that all the play equipment is regularly inspected. This year’s 
ROSPA report only identified rot in the wooden supports of the cantilever swing as 
requiring urgent attention and so this piece of equipment has been removed. The pavilion 
has been inspected and declared to be a sound structure. Repairs to the plumbing have been 
undertaken and there are plans to replace the front doors and windows. Glyn Thomas is to 
be commended for his diligent attention to the Rec and the allotments and for bringing all 
necessary issues to the attention of the Council.  
HIGHWAYS  
We continue to monitor and report problems associated with heavy goods vehicles 
negotiating Tutton Hill and this issue is regularly brought to the attention of the Corsham 
Area Transport Group in order to push for solutions. Any traffic accidents on the C151 
should be reported to the police, as this will have impact on our attempts to get speed 
restrictions applied. 
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MARKET PLACE  
There have been significant improvements made to the Walmesley Memorial Garden 
with disability access now possible via the bus shelter, which also has new seating 
and rain protection panels. In the garden there is a new hard-standing with seating, 
raised flower beds, changes to the gate access in the iron railings and an illustrated map 
of the parish is now attached to the back of the bus shelter. This area will always need 
some level of gardening maintenance, so if you feel able to give some of your time, 
please contact the Parish Clerk. 
WILDFLOWER PLANTING 
A group has been set up to establish some areas of wildflower meadow on small areas 
within the parish. Unfortunately lockdown has limited progress with this project, but it 
will be picked up again when the situation allows. 
PROJECTS 
We congratulate and continue to support the Martin’s Croft Play Area group, which 
is coming towards the end of its excellent make-over of the play facilities. The 
Neighbourhood Plan is close to its consultation stage and we would like to thank all 
those involved in this long and involved project. Please be sure to respond to the draft 
document when it becomes available. 
THE OLD SCHOOL 
We continue to maintain, repair and update facilities at the Old School in accordance 
with all health and safety issues associated with a public building. This is financed by 
rental income from the flats and from the hiring of the community rooms. We will need 
to plan appropriate safety measures for the re-opening of the building once lockdown 
restrictions are eased. 

The Parish Council appointed Tony Clarke as Chairman. Tony expressed his thanks to 
Jacqui Bradburn for her very considerable service to the residents of Colerne and he 
wished that she would remain as the Council’s representative of the Covid-19 group. 
 The Parish Council would like to thank Jacqui Bradburn for the time and energy she has 
given as a councillor and chairman over many years. 

Unfortunately, due to the current government 
guidelines and unknown timescales, plus the 

majority of our sports coaches remaining on furlough for the foreseeable future, we will 
sadly not be able to deliver ‘Fun in the Sun’ this summer. However, we are committed to 
work with you and deliver the programme again next year, and we will ensure that the 
next one is bigger and better than ever. 
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DOMESTIC  CLEANING 
IRONING 

WINDOW  CLEANING 
GENERAL  HANDYMAN  SERVICES 

GARDENING 
Reliable, fully managed and insured 

domes c household cleaning and other services 
T: 07986 836368 or 07734 456575 or 

07794 210601 
Email: bybrookconcierge@gmail.com 

Bybrook Community 
Concierge 

Karen Sayers Limited 
Chartered Accountants 
Specialising in small businesses 

and the self employed 
 

Self assessment tax returns 
Limited Company statutory accounts 

Sole trader accounts 
VAT returns 

Payroll and bookkeeping 
 

Tel: 01225 744355 
Email: karensayerslimited@gmail.com 

29 Silver Street, Colerne 
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Reflections 
Here we are in midsummer and still in some form of isolation, not quite knowing what 
our actual status is as potential victims of the dreaded virus. We are trying to maintain 
the recommended social distancing, trying not to breathe on our neighbours, still busy 
scrubbing our hands, dry and scaly now from the frequent application of soap. We ask 
When is it all going to end? We want to know when we can have a haircut, when we 
can go to the pub for a meal and a drink, when we can go to the theatre or cinema, 
when can we feel normal again. We are fed up. 
The sad truth is that an exceptionally large number of people has died in the UK in the 
past few months. The probable figure may be indicated by estimating the number of 
deaths extra to the average number experienced during the same period in ‘normal’ 
years. The dreadful number of more than 60,000 is apparently arrived at.  
It has now been confirmed that people of non-white ethnic origin, living in our country 
and in the United States are more likely to die because of the current pandemic. This 
throws the current unrest in the United States, caused by the death of another coloured 
man when under arrest by police, into greater relief. The United States has, unfortunately, 
an historically long record of racial bias against their coloured population, but the 
righteous indignation in response should not include arson and looting. In the UK, 
historic involvement in the slave trade is a great stain and racism has, unfortunately, 
not been disappearing from our shores as quickly as it should have done.  
The coronavirus pandemic should have reminded everyone that we are all, every 
person living on the planet, in this together. One of the most reassuring things in our 
own region about the predicament in which we all find ourselves, is the willingness of 
most people to help one another. It also shows up the fatuity of the statement made 
during the Brexit shambles that “A citizen of the world is a citizen of nowhere”. My 
personal instinct in the continuing corona saga is to use my own common sense. I shall 
not be taking any unnecessary risks.  
When things get back to some semblance of normality, it is perhaps possible that 
lifestyles may change. Some people may wish to continue working from home, or at 
least spend a significant portion of their working lives at home. Modern technology 
now makes this possible. It is also highly probable that many meetings involving travel by 
land or air for participants will be replaced in future by virtual get-togethers on Skype 
or Zoom. It is possible, also, that a move out of large cities and conurbations into 
smaller towns and villages will be made by those wishing to move their families away 
from urban pollution. I should think that firms offering cruises in their vast ships will 
find it increasingly difficult to sell tickets. There will probably be less air travel for an 
appreciable period. We shall see. It is of course possible that folks will just revert to 
their old ways as soon as they get the all-clear. 
Unfortunately, there can be no doubt that we shall all have to pay a cost for this 
pandemic. Those of us with savings will take a hit, probably a severe hit. Some will 
lose their jobs and livelihoods; firms will go under. The road ahead may well be grim. 
The government has a charge to ensure, as far as is possible, that the education of 
young people is not disrupted. They will not be forgiven if they fail in this responsibility.  
I believe that all nations should urgently need to enquire into all circumstances in 
which members of the public are brought into contact with animals, whether domestic, 

Continued on page 19 



 

18 Colerne Parish Magazine, July 2020 

14(14)  Hyundai i20 1.2 Active  
5 Dr, in Blue, Bluetooth, A/c, EW, CL, Alloys, CD etc  ......... £4,995 

10(60) Nissan Qashqai 1.5D Acenta 
5 Dr, in Red, Bluetooth, Cruise, A/c, Park Sensors etc  ....... £4,495 

We are still open if needed 
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Continued from page 17 
wild, or exotic. Not enough is currently known about the transmission of disease 
between species, or between animals and humans. Particular care should be taken 
about the preparation of meals using domestic, wild, or exotic animals. The flu 
pandemic of 1918 was started when a young man employed on a chicken farm was 
infected by one of the birds just before he joined the US Army and travelled to Europe. 
He is thought to have infected many in crowded conditions and eventually millions of 
people sickened and perished. We should all be more particular about personal 
hygiene when handling animals.  
The suggestion has been made that the corona virus escaped from a Chinese laboratory 
and thereby caused the outbreak. If true, it would tend to prove that experimenting 
with possible bio-warfare is an extremely dangerous process – to the experimenter no 
less than the supposed victim. 
The United Kingdom should use the aftermath of the pandemic to re-examine how we 
really want to define ourselves as a nation. All thoughts of a sub-Trumpian desire to 
‘make Britain great again’ should be resisted. The great power days are not going to 
recur. The Union of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland is under threat 
from nationalists; its dissolution would diminish us all, but that could be our fate. The 
future is in the hands of the younger generation who will have to live with it. Let us 
hope that, whatever the outcome, they will live in a decent, outgoing and tolerant 
society. 
As a nation, we may allow ourselves an accolade for some benefits we have given to 
the world. English is now spoken as a first language by many millions of people; many 
millions more use it as their second language. We have taken up, enjoyed and codified 
many sports, games and pastimes which other nations have enthusiastically taken to 
and annoyingly played better than we have, (because they practise beforehand, which 
ruins the fun as Messrs Flanders and Swann pointed out). John Crittenden 
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Box, Colerne 
& Rudloe 

LINK 

Our Good Neighbours’ 
Organisation 

for anyone in need of help 

Just ring and ask 
Tel: 07970 617617 

Monday – Friday 9.00am–5.00pm 

www.boxlink.org.uk 

  

 Award Winning, Family Run,  
Farm Shop  

Established for over 30 years  
Selling Quality Local Produce  
Open Daily 9.00am – 5.00pm  

10.00am – 4.00pm on Sundays  

 HOME & LOCALLY REARED  
FRESH MEAT, POULTRY & GAME  

HOMEMADE SAUSAGES, BURGERS & FAGGOTS 

 www.allingtonfarmshop.co.uk TEL: 01249 658112  
Allington Bar Farm, Chippenham, SN14 6LJ  

 Orders now being taken for 
Minimum Contact Collection & Delivery 

Email orders to sales@allingtonfarmshop.co.uk 

 LOCAL CHEESES & HOME COOKED MEATS  
LOCALLY GROWN VEGETABLES, FRUIT & SALADS  

HOMEMADE CAKES & PIES  
LOCALLY MADE CHOCOLATE & FUDGE  

FINE WINE, LOCAL ALE & CIDER  
PRESERVES & CHUTNEYS  

GIFT HAMPERS  

HAZELBURY 
HEALTH 

PRACTICE 
We offer Homoeopathy and 

Kenshin Anma Shiatsu 

 

Kenshin Anma Shiatsu is a wonderfully relaxing and 
energising form of massage therapy which is very ancient, 
predating even Shiatsu, and works to rebalance the entire 
system. Kenshin means ‘essence of health’, and Anma 
means ‘spreading peace with the hands’. It is performed 
fully clothed and lasts 75 minutes. Anma is non-diagnostic 
and is not recommended for pregnant women or 
cancer patients.  

Laurent and Susan Lacroix hold diplomas in 
Anma from Anma France. Susan is also 

a registered homoeopath and counsellor and offers 
consultations and sessions. 

HAZELBURY HEALTH PRACTICE 
HAZELBURY MANOR, 

BOX, WILTSHIRE SN13 8HX 
TEL: 01225 810644 

Tel. 01225 743315 
Mob. 07903 087862 

Email – m.bayfield@virgin.net 

Web Site – www.bayfieldplumbing.co.uk 

M W Bayfield 
Chartered Institute of Plumbing 

& Heating Engineering 
(reg. plumber) 

 
Plumbing, Heating, Gas & Solar 
Installations and Maintenance 

 

2 High Street 
Colerne 

SN14 8DB 
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Extraordinary Times – working in a Covid-19 Intensive Care Unit  
I normally work as a Theatre Healthcare Assistant in a hospital’s main operating theatres. 
Covid-19 has changed all that. 
Mid-February: we all have to be fit-tested on respirator masks and be trained on how to 
don and doff full PPE without contaminating ourselves. Plans are presented on how to run 
Main Theatres with infected patients, and Day Theatres are being turned into a Covid-19 
Intensive Care Unit: each theatre will become a ‘ward’ for one or two patients. 
Early March: On my night shift we have our very first Covid-19 positive patient coming 
into theatre – we set up as per the plans, help each other gown up and start. During the next 
four hours I cannot blow my nose, scratch an itch, or adjust the strap that is digging into 
my left ear. Four hours later I am convinced that my ear has turned black and is going to 
fall off. Eventually the operation is finished; we have to thoroughly clean the theatre, and 
only then can we stagger out, one by one, to doff. The excitement of having successfully ‘done’ 
our first Covid-19 patient helps with the disorientation of not having slept for 28 hours. 
Mid-March: I hear that my severely asthmatic nephew has Covid-19. I go to work, am asked to 
do extra time, and am then immediately seconded to Covid-19 ICU. The first thing I see is a 
huge whiteboard listing the patients, their condition, and which staff are looking after them. I 
have to hit the ground running and as a clean corridor circulator I am fetching, carrying, maintaining 
stocks of all equipment and consumables, running blood gases, keeping everywhere clean and 
tidy, and supporting my colleagues who are in direct patient contact. All day there are training 
sessions on the new equipment and End Of Life care. It is a steep learning curve but exhilarating 
– and sobering seeing the desperately ill patients who until a few days ago were fit and well. 
Operations have stopped except for emergencies, trauma, obstetrics (babies are so inconsiderate 
and take no account of pandemics!), and those cancer ops which cannot be passed out to 
private hospitals. Every day the rules on treatment change as new evidence, research and 
information comes to light. This is a totally new illness and the doctors are flying by the 
seat of their pants. 
Treats appear almost every day – chocolates, biscuits, hot meals. We are especially glad for 
medicated creams as many are developing sores from the tightly fitting masks. Car parking 
fees are waived; supermarkets give NHS staff special times to shop. I witness the Thursday 
evening clap for the first time, and it seems strange and humbling to think that I am part of this! 
Late March: We line the corridor of our ICU and clap and cheer as a patient is taken to a 
ward. They look bemused over their facemask. Their name goes up on a noticeboard – a 
success story! Another day we line the corridor to wave our best wishes as a patient, desperately 
ill, is transferred to a specialist London hospital which has state-of-the-art respiratory 
equipment that might just save their life. 
End March: We are almost out of respirator masks so we are all being tested again on new 
ones. I have a day back in Trauma and it is unrecognisable; Theatres is set up much as ICU 
because we have to assume that every patient is infected. We have a patient who has somehow 
managed to get home from the high Covid-19 area where they had been staying, decided 
this was a good time to indulge in their high risk sport – and immediately had an accident. 
It is a struggle to get through the trauma and emergency patients because everything takes 
so much longer. People are still breaking their hips, developing appendicitis, getting bitten 
by the dog, attempting suicide; gallbladders continue to get infected, and small children are 
still falling off their bunk beds. However, there are no injuries from people getting into 
drunken fights. Wearing full PPE for many hours at a time during operations is exhausting, 
and staff are getting badly dehydrated as they not only sweat gallons, but dare not drink 
beforehand as they cannot leave to go to the toilet.  Alison Blake-Reed 

To be continued next month 
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Thickwood Logs 

All our logs are 
fully seasoned, 
locally sourced 

at competitive prices. 

We deliver to your door, 
unload and stack. 

Tel: Tom & Kay Hall 
01225 743351 

Home & Business Computing  
Support, help and advice 

call for a local and friendly service: 

 Purchasing + set up advice 
 Broadband, Internet + email 
 Cloud compu ng  
 Share Files, photos etc  
 Defence against the dark arts 
 Backup valuable informa on 
 PC, Mac and phones  

 
Call Ian on 07711 513722 to talk 
about what you want and how I 
can help, or see our web site for 
more informa on: 

www.bu erworthconsul ng.eu 
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Nature notes from Tutton Hill 
Although the Country has been in lockdown for most of Spring 2020, Nature has been 
going great guns once it had got beyond a very wet Winter. February 2020 was, I believe, 
the wettest February since records began, but the sunshine in March, April and May 
certainly constituted the best Spring over at least the last eight years, with May’s 

sunshine also a new record. This is depicted on the 
accompanying bar chart. The source for this data is 
the daily record of kilowatt hours from our solar 
panels. 
Spring is a lovely time of year with flowers, shrubs 
and trees all blossoming and producing their wide 
variety of shades of fresh green. Our cherry blossom 
was again magnificent, and when the wind blew it 
off, it was followed by lilac and magnolia which 
tide us over to the arrival of a superb arum lily (15 
blooms already), peonies and flag irises, which 
flower beyond the middle of May. All this spectacular 
beauty from the first daffodils, snowdrops, primroses 
and bluebells to the trees already mentioned 

comes without any intervention. Because of the splendid weather, many of the plants 
and flowers have performed better than usual and we have all had time to watch this 
beauty unfolding. 
On 26th April, and on this day only, my wife and I heard the beautiful clear call of the 
cuckoo several times during the morning and early afternoon. Last year we heard the 
cuckoo on 30th April several times during the day, but never again after that one-day 
performance. When we moved here more than 40 years ago, the cuckoo was a frequent 
visitor and we could watch it moving round the fields from one dead tree to another 
and making its call from each position. So last year’s visit and again this year is a very 
rare occurrence. 
The very good weather has probably led to silage-making being a week or so earlier 
this year. The third and fourth weeks of May saw a flurry of this by Saltbox and Folly 
Farms (below A4). On Sunday 17th we were treated to a spectacular flying display by 
birds of prey (red kites and buzzards) looking for their lunch! As the tractor driver cut 
more and more of the field, the red kites flew very close to the cab and we were able to 
watch this display at close quarters. Eventually a couple of rabbits (we think) emerged 
and were pounced upon by the buzzards, and the red kites went to ground and tried to 
fly off with one. Finding it too heavy all four birds set to and had their lunch in the 
field which by now had been fully cut. Ultimately the birds flew off with the residue of 
their meal. 
Returning to the national lockdown, how lucky we are in this beautiful village on the 
hill? Although there is nothing we can do to help those in towns, cities and high-rise 
dwellings, we can at least extend some sympathy to their plight at this time. For our 
part, we can walk in all directions from the centre of our village, almost without coming 
across any other people. The South West, of which we are a part, has been at the 
bottom of most graphs shown at the daily briefing from Downing Street, and this is 
largely due to the vast amount of open space within our area. Donald Thompson 
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BERNARD BAKER 
Carpentry and General 
Building Maintenance 

Mobile Number: 07751 459191 

All Internal and External Carpentry 
Floor and Ceramic Tiling 

Plastering 
Kitchen Fitting 

Painting and Decorating 
Garden Hardscaping and Decking 

Over 30 years’ experience 
in the building trade. 

All jobs considered, big or small. 
Please call for a free, no obligation, quote. 

 

Skilled Pruning 
Felling/Dismantling 

Immaculate Cleaning Up 
Free Quotations 

Fully Insured 

01225 571405 
07849 248980 

Joe Thomas 
Tech Cert (Arboricultural Association) 

RFS Cert in Arboriculture 

 

Reliable builder with 40 years of 
experience 

 Brick and Stone Work 
 Roofing 
 Carpentry 
 Woodworm and Damp Proofing 

treatment 
 Plastering (including Lime Finish) 

Contact Chris for a free quote on 
07974 826173 
01225 681532 

c_case@outlook.com 

 

Colerne Liberal Club 

22 High Street  
While the Club is closed we are very 

busy giving it lots of TLC.  
 Work is starting on fixing the roof  

 Refurbishment of the upstairs 
pool and darts room will follow 

 Keep an eye on the Club website at 
http://www.libclubcolerne.co.uk 
for news of our plans to reopen In 

line with Govt. guidelines.  
The Committee looks forward to 
welcoming existing members and 
new members when we get to the  

 'New Normal'  



 

25 Colerne Parish Magazine, July 2020 

Feeling my age 
It’s not just being arbitrarily put into the ‘vulnerable’ group of those of us over 70 
that’s helped me to feel my age, it’s also chats on Facetime with two of my grandchildren, 
aged 10 and 7. These conversations usually happen when they’re eating their evening 
meal and one of the topics is what’s for dinner. 

Like most children they have a much more varied diet than I had at the same age in the 
1950s and talking to them about the changes amuses them quite a lot. For example, 
when I tell them that rice only came in a milk pudding and was never part of a main 
meal, a Big Mac was what we wore when it was raining, fish didn’t have fingers and 
none of us had ever heard of yoghurt. I’ve had to enlighten them about the strictures of 
rationing, in force until 1954, and tell them that the first time I bought a Mars Bar it 
cost six old pence, two and a half new pence, and I couldn’t eat all of it. They’re 
surprised that pineapples came in chunks in a tin and we’d only ever seen a picture of 
a real one; bananas and oranges only appeared at Christmas time and ‘kebab’ wasn’t 
even a word let alone a food. Being brought up in Sheffield, we had lovely soft water 
which came out of the tap, it was known as ‘corporation pop’, and if someone had 
suggested bottling it and charging more for it than petrol, we’d have thought they were 
mad. 

I think some of these memories of mine will strike a chord with many of our LINK 
clients who are in the same vulnerable category. They might prove to be a talking 
point when we can resume more normal operations. Oh, and by the way, spaghetti 
came in a tin!  

 

Steve Drew 

How then do we do CHRISTIAN AID WEEK, under lockdown? 
What a year we are having! Everything seems to have changed. And the same has been 
true of Christian Aid Week. The usual house-to-house collection was quite impossible and 
so we racked our brains for an alternative way to raise those funds that are so badly needed by 
the very poorest and most vulnerable across the globe, who are now also contending 
with the effects of a pandemic. One of the suggestions from Head Office was taking part 
in the 300,000 Steps in May Challenge and raising sponsorship in that way. Revd Janet 
decided to do a sponsored sermon, in which people sent her a word to incorporate seamlessly 
and for which donations were given. Collection pots were placed in the newly re-opened 
village shops. A couple of Justgiving Pages were set up, posters made, information shared on 
social media, we prayed for the best and waited to see what the response would be. Last 
year, 2019, the good people of Colerne gave £1,439.45 to Christian Aid. This year, we are 
delighted to let you know that the grand total is £1,784.36. Thank you all so very much for 
your generous support. Nothing is impossible for God, or Colerne, it seems. 

 Revd Dr Janet Anderson-MacKenzie and the Christian Aid Fundraising Team 
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DIRECTORY OF VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS  
Badminton Club 
D Pearson – 858293 
Bellringers & Handbells 
Jacqui Bradburn, 8 Fosseway Close – 743041 
Colerne After School Club Ltd 
Bev Stickley – 07881 367022 
Colerne Air Training Corps 
Flt Sgt Clarke – 01225 743988 – 93df@aircadets.org  
Colerne Army Cadet Force 
SSI Alan Bell – 07812 744480 
Colerne Classic Car Club 
Russell Harding, 10 Fosseway Close – 742182 
Colerne Crazy Quilters 
Julie Burgess – 743999 
Colerne Evangelical Church (FIEC) 
Revd Jonathan Sell – 744463 
Colerne Gardening Club 
Ann Matthews – 743534  
Colerne Golf Society 
Hon Sec: Rob Gray – 01249 820171 
Email – robgray13@sky.com 
Corsham and Colerne Military Wives Choir 
corshamandcolerne@militarywiveschoirs.org 
Colerne Musical Theatre 
Pete Green, 9 Bellott Drive, Corsham SN13 9UQ – 
01249 715657 
Colerne Panthers Mini Rugby 
colernepanthers@gmail.com 
Colerne Rugby Club 
Hon Secretary: John Hutchinson – 742137 
Email – john.hutchinson1957@gmail.com 
Conservative Association 
Dick Tonge, Bank House, Tutton Hill – 742631 
Constitutional Club, High Street – 
 07768 341130 or 742197 
Cotswold AONB Voluntary Warden 
Dave Wright– 811574 
Encore Musical Cabaret & Concert Group 
Peter Clare, 44 Valley Way, Thickwood – 743727 
FC Colerne Colts 
Paul Carey – 07786 745165 
Friends of Colerne Church 
Ray Barker, 6 Fosseway Close – 743402 
Guide Groups 
Rainbows: Helen Atter – 742912  
Brownies: Helen Atter – 742912  
Guides: Helen Atter, 
 Trunnells Barn, High Street – 742912  
Hawk & Owl Trust East Bath Area Group 
Mike Rogers – 744290 
History Group 
Eileen Collins, 5 Chapel Path – 744266 
Hive Information Officer 
Amy Tuck – 07973 723221 

 
Jumping Jacks (Parent & Toddler Group) 
Nikki Jenner – 01225 571506  
Labour Association 
Chris Phillips, 28 Round Barrow Close – 742755  
Liberal Club, 22 High Street – 07799 558489 
Liberal Democrats 
Dr Brian Mathew – 07771 607983  
Email – brianmathew@northwiltslibdems.org.uk 
LINK (Community Service) 
Transport – 07970 617617 
Luncheon Club 
Polly Squire – 07517 136180 
Playgroup 
Old School, Vicarage Lane – 744885 
Parish Council 
Sharon Whelon, Council Office, 
Old School, Vicarage Lane – 742207 
Primary School 
Headteacher: Mr Mark Solomon – 742367 
FRESCO 
Steve Francis – 07788 591555  
Police Community Support 
To report incidents or crimes – tel. 101 
Other matters, eg information, email:  
CPTNorthWiltshire@Wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  
Royal British Legion 
General Matters – Paul Jobbins – 745839 
Contact Centre helpline – 0808 802 8080 
 from 8.00am to 8.00pm, 7 days a week  
Scout Groups 
Group Scout Leader: Jackie Bicknell – 743383 
Scout Leader:  Rob Featherstone – 743044 
Cub Scout Leader: Katherine Manuel –744615 
Beaver Scout Leader: Jo Jackson – 01249 716647 
Village Hall Association 
Anne Nicholas – 744544 – secretarycolvhall@yahoo.com  
Village Hall Bookings 
Sheila Nicholas – 744544 – colernevhall@yahoo.co.uk 
Women’s Institute 
Norma Burgess, Summerhayes, Washmeres – 744612  

Premier Stores 742147 
Flower Shop 744153 
Fox & Hounds 744847 
Six Bells 742413 

Hairdresser 743736 
Colerne News 
 and Post Office 742858 
 

Useful Colerne Telephone numbers 
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Your child at the heart of our village 
Colerne Old School Playgroup offers a nurturing and enriched 
home from home environment where children feel comfortable, 
relaxed and secure. Our children learn through play, exploration 
and quality interactions with our experienced team of early years 
educators – every child is welcomed and respected as an individual, 
with child-centred activities tailored to meet the different stages of 
their development and own unique interests. 
 Close links with the community and Colerne Primary School 
 Weekly Rising 5s, Outdoor Explorers, and In2Sports sessions 
 Funded places available for eligible two, three and four-year-olds 
 Stay & Play summer sessions during the summer holidays 
 We’re open term-time Monday to Thursday 9.00am – 3.00pm and 

Friday 9.00am – 1.00pm. 
Arrange a visit to meet our friendly team and take a tour around our 
learning space! Colerne Old School Playgroup 

Vicarage Lane, Colerne, SN14 8EL 
Tel: 01225 744885 
Email: oldschoolplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 
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