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The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Colerne 
A member of the Lidbrook Group of Churches 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd Dr Janet Anderson-MacKenzie 

The Vicarage, Church Lane, Box, Wilts SN13 8NR 
Tel. 01225 744458  Email: janet@anderson-mackenzie.co.uk

Ministry Team
Revd Clair Southgate          Mrs Margaret Edmonds 

Churchwardens
Rob Featherstone, 47 Round Barrow Close, SN14 8EF 

Tel: 01225 743044  Email: rob.featherstone4@gmail.com 
Karen Brzezicki, The Stables, 11 Trimnells, Colerne, SN14 8EP 

Tel: 744499  Email: karen@brzezicki.co.uk

 For enquiries to hire the Parish Church for a community event, contact the Churchwardens
To arrange a Baptism, please contact the Vicar or the Churchwardens

To arrange a Marriage, contact Celia Batterham, celia@washmeres.co.uk or 01225 744809
To arrange a Funeral or make an application for a churchyard memorial,   

contact Ray Barker, ray262@btinternet.com or 01225 743402 or 07768 500684

Website: www.colerneparishchurch.org.uk

Magazine Committee 
Editorial Team

Phil Chamberlain (07793 018283) Email: editorial.colernemag@gmail.com
Kathryn Houldcroft (744006) Email: editorial.colernemag@gmail.com

Lavinia Wilson (742417) Email: Lavinia.wilson@valecourt.org
Design and prodution 

Liz House (740098) Email: design.colernemag@gmail.com

Advertising
Celia Batterham (744809) Email: celia@washmeres.co.uk

Distribution: Rosemary Sadler (742531) 

Facebook page: @ColerneParishMagazine

Front cover: By Jody Gaisford, Colerne Photographic Company, of Churchwardens Rob Featherstone and 
Karen Brzezicki. The image was taken meeting lockdown guidance and after a risk assessment. See p.9

CHURCH  FLOODLIGHTING 
Anyone wishing to arrange for the Church Floodlighting to be turned on should contact 
Derek or Julie Burgess on 743999 or 07470 031062 or at del.burgess@gmail.com
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North Wraxall
Pre-School

northwraxallpreschool.co.uk

l  A real countryside setting with fabulous  
 outdoor space
l  Less than 5 mins drive from Marshfield
l  A small, friendly and happy ‘family’ pre-school
l  Weekly ‘rising 5’ sessions for those  
 starting school
l  On-site forest school sessions
l  Open term time Monday to Friday 9-4pm

North Wraxall Pre-School
The Community Hall, North Wraxall,
Wiltshire, SN14 7AF

SERVICES  FOR  MARCH
During March we have planned a simple service of  

holy communion at St John the Baptist Parish Church at: 
9.30am each Sunday  and  9.45am each Thursday

We also have a number of ZOOM services in the Lidbrook Group of Churches,  
please contact Rob Featherstone, see p.3 for contact details.

★ ★ ★ 
When attending a service in the church please bring and wear a face covering unless you 
are officially exempt. Access to the church and services are subject to guidance from the 

Government and National Church. Please keep an eye on the notice boards near the church for 
further and more up to date information on services and openings for private prayer.

FROM  THE  REGISTERS

10th February – Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Doris Ethel GIFFORD

Colerne After  
School Club Ltd

Fully Qualified Staff with years of 
experience in child care 

Collection from Colerne Primary School 
Variety of activities for all age groups 

Very competitive prices 
We are open  

Monday to Friday:  
7.30–8.30am 

for Breakfast Club 
After School Club hours are: 

Monday to Thursday: 3.25–6.00pm 
and Fridays: 1.30–4.30pm 

Please contact: 
Jemma on 07446 447541 or 

Bev on 07881 367022 
or email cascltd@outlook.com  

see our Facebook page: 
Colerne After School Club Ltd

Ofsted Registered URN: EY494696

LINK
Box, Colerne 

& Rudloe
 

Our Good Neighbours’ 
Organisation 

for anyone in need of help 

Just ring and ask 
Tel: 07970 617617 

Monday – Friday 9.00am–5.00pm 

www.boxlink.org.uk

Reopening in . . . ?
The vaccine rollout is gathering pace 
and Covid numbers are falling. The  

latest forecast is that pubs and clubs 
will reopen in May . . . and that’s  

what we are now working towards.
You never know ! 

Colerne Liberal Club 

Keep an eye on the Club website at

✪  http://www.libclubcolerne.co.uk

and on Facebook at

✪  Colerne Community Pages

Your messages via email to

✪  colernelibclub@yahoo.com

COLERNE  WOMEN’S  INSTITUTE 
We were sad to hear of the death of Doris Gifford, she had 
been a very long standing member of Colerne WI. We used 
her kitchen for the storage of cakes for the May Fayre and 
the garden wall to put them on before selling. Her modelling 

for WI fashion shows and her wonderful trifles are lovely memories. 
As yet no news of being able to restart meetings, but as we gradually get our 
vaccinations and lockdown eases things may become clearer. 
Don’t forget to keep thinking about ways to celebrate 100 years of Colerne WI.

Caroline Moore

KEEPING  COLERNE  SAFE  FROM  COVID-19
If you are shielding, have been asked to self-isolate or your usual family/neighbour 

support is unavailable, give us a call. We can help with shopping, prescription 
collection, posting letters, and dog walking. 

Are you feeling isolated and a bit low?   
We can help you connect with others - you won’t be the only one. 

To be put in touch with your nearest volunteer contact Dorothy Robertson on  
01225 742767, email cv19colerne@gmail.com or use the Link number 07970 617617
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COLERNE  VILLAGE  HALL  ASSOCIATION 
The 300 Club monthly Prize Draw winners drawn at the Village Hall while 

observing social distancing rules are:
January 2021: £25, No: 137, Mrs B Godwin, £15, No: 222, Mrs N Jobbins, 

£10, No: 158, Mrs D Armitage.
February: £25, No: 56, Miss A Nicholas, £15, No: 258, Mr S Youdan,  

£10, No: 200, Mrs S Dyer.
The Village Hall Management Committee would like to express their thanks 
to Wiltshire Council for their continued financial support enabling the Hall to 
navigate this very difficult time. Also a thank you to Action with Communities 

in Rural England (ACRE) for the numerous COVID-19 regulation updates.
For information regarding the Village Hall then  

please visit our website www.colvhall.co.uk 

GOING  TO  AUSTRALIA,  BACKWARDS
Pat Sames recalls a flight to join her husband posted with the RAF

How exciting – an RAF posting to 
Australia. My husband went in the 

January and myself and children were 
following in May.

My parents drove us 
over to Brize Norton. 
On to the plane and we 
felt very proud having 
been ushered to the very 
front seats, just behind 
the pilots. (There are some perks then, I 
thought, in being  an Officer’s wife).

Engines roaring, off we set in reverse 
- I thought we were moving out of the 
parking bay. No way, gathering speed 
along the runway we were up and away 
into the bright blue sky. At this point I 
began to sense that something wasn’t 
actually quite right.

I had only flown once before - from 
Blackpool to the Isle Of Man - in a single 

engine six seat passenger plane. We were 
now in a fantastic VC10 but even so when 
the white gloved male flight attendant 

came along with a tray of 
tea and coffee I couldn’t 
help enquiring “Do 
these planes normally fly 
backwards?”

I will never forget the 
look on the poor man’s face 

as he absorbed my question and tried to 
formulate a civilised and diplomatic reply.

“No madam, for safety reasons the seats 
all actually face the rear of the aircraft 
which can to some passengers create an 
illusion of flying backwards.”

I then realised that we were not sitting 
in the best seats but were stuck at the very 
back, by the toilets.

The next place we would land was, 
hopefully, Singapore, hours and hours away.

I had only flown once 
before - from Blackpool 
to the Isle Of Man - in 
a single engine six seat 

passenger plane.
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Skilled Pruning 
Felling/Dismantling 

Immaculate Cleaning Up 
Free Quotations 

Fully Insured 

01225 571405 
07849 248980 

Joe Thomas 
Tech Cert (Arboricultural Association) 

RFS Cert in Arboriculture 

 
 Skilled Pruning 
 Felling/Dismantling 
 Immaculate Cleaning Up 
 Free Quotations 
 Fully Insured 

Joe Thomas 
Tech Cert (Arboricultural Association) – RFS Cert in Arboriculture 

01225 571405 
07849 248980 

GREENTEAM
THE GARDEN AND LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS

●	Garden clearance
●	Tree work
●	Real and artificial turf 
 supplied and laid
●	Fencing
●	Grass cutting and 
 general maintenance
●	Domestic & commercial
●	Based locally

Call Mark for a FREE QUOTE
07913 003 065

Email: green_team@post.com

One off, weekly or fortnightly 
service for friendly and  

professional advice
 •  Grass cutting
 •  Hedge cutting, trimming
 •  Weed control 
 •  General maintenance 
 •  Based locally 
 •  Highly qualified with 10  
     years experience

Tel: 07955035522
Email: 

rawlingsgardencare@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook

There we were, ready for morning church service and 
Rev Janet was listing, again, all the rules we needed 
to stick to. Sanitising our hands; going straight to our 

socially distanced seats; not singing; not raising voices; staying 
physically distant in our household bubbles; not chatting before 
or after the service. What a list of restrictions! But we are used 
to them now after all this time and are more than happy to 
comply, if it means keeping our friends and neighbours safe in 
our church building.

A lot of churches have had to close up their buildings because they can’t open them 
safely. They are too small, too impractical, too many people.  In Colerne we are fortunate 
that St John the Baptist Church is such a large building and we can open it up safely.
It is open most days too, for private prayer. I’ve 
lost track of the number of people who tell me 
they like to pop in on their own, now and again, 
just to touch base with The Boss (not Bruce 
Springsteen - although he is pretty fab too). 
And here was Rev Janet reminding us that 
sometimes we make the mistake of talking 
about the Church, when what we mean is the 
church building. Because of course the Church is the people and not the building.
We’ve been fortunate because, as well as in the building, the Church has been able to 
meet on-line for Zoom services, in the safety of our own homes.
We’ve even been able to join up with our neighbours in Box and Chapel Plaister. And 
of course on Zoom we’re allowed to sing – which is great for those of us who love to 
worship that way. There have been lots of kitchens filled with lone caterwaulers!
But that got me thinking about the Church in another way. After all the Church is not 
just limited to the people taking part in services. There are the Homegroups or Bible 
Study groups, meeting now on-line; the on-line Alpha Course; The House Churches; 
informal get-togethers such as prayer walks (for now just in twos); phone chats; 
WhatsApp groups; the Foodbank Team; fundraising activities; Playmobil and Duplo 
animated Facebook Bible stories; Rev Janet’s YouTube talks. All of these things are 
people being the Church.
So, Church in the time of Covid? It may look a bit different; we might have to adapt.  
We can’t have Shine, our children’s group, or Sparkles, our mother and toddler group. 
But, with or without the building, in old ways and new, Jesus taught us to love God and 
to love each other and whether we do that on-line, in person, in an adapted or brand new 
way, we are still and always will be the Church.
Always here, always local, everybody welcome.
For information on the church visit www.colerneparishchurch.org.uk or drop by.

CHURCH  IN  THE  TIME  OF  COVID

Sometimes we make the 
mistake of talking about the 

Church, when what we mean is 
the church building. Because 

of course the Church is the 
people and not the building.

Karen Brzezicki explores how the church in Colerne is coping with Covid
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18(18) Honda Jazz 1.3 i-Vtec EX 
 5Dr, in Red, Climate, Cruise, Bluetooth, EW, EM, 10232 miles………£10995

17(17) Hyundai i10  1.0 SE 
 5Dr, in Blue, Bluetooth, Cruise, DAB, EW, A/C, CL etc……………………… £6795

13(13) Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 Sri 
 3Dr, in Red, 38000 Miles, A/C, CD, EM, Fogs, C/L etc……………………..£4695

09(09) Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Club 
 3Dr, in Silver, A/C, EM, EW, CD, C/L, 45000 miles…………………………....£2695

14(14) Ford Fiesta 1.6 Tdci Van 
 3Dr, in Silver, A/C, Bluetooth, EW, EM, Full History, 117000 miles.......…£2895

T he week beginning 
the 1st February was 

Children’s National Mental 
Health Week and this could 
not have come at a better 
time for our pupils.

The wellbeing of our 
children is always at the 
forefront of our minds 
and this term in particular. 
Throughout the week, the children were 
given different challenges and asked to 
keep active in lots of different ways.

One of the most important ways to keep 
ourselves feeling refreshed is to connect 
with nature. I’m a bit of a Winterwatch 

fanatic, and with that 
in mind, we felt very 
fortunate that Christine 
got us connected with 
the Orchards for Schools 
scheme.

We recently took delivery 
of ten large fruit trees and 
20 hedging trees, which 
gave us the opportunity 

to get some of our children to get the 
spades out. We are all very fortunate to live 
where we live and sometimes we just need 
that time to remember the health benefits 
of digging a hole!

Headteacher, Mark Solomon

Pupils at Colerne Church of England primary school  
have been keeping active mentally and physically

DIGGING  DEEP  FOR  MENTAL  HEALTH
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Over the past year the cattle farms 
around Colerne and the Box valley 

have seen a serious problem develop. The 
numbers of cows aborting their calves is 
dramatically increasing with the cause 
most often identified as Neospora – a 
parasite found in dog faeces.

It is estimated that more than 35 cows 
on the local family-run farms have been 
affected. Around half are dairy cows. 
Of those 20% will never conceive again 
and all will suffer reduced milk yield. 
The non-dairy cows affected are taken 
to slaughter.

Andy Rose from Thickwood is with 
Avon Farm Vets and works for many of 
the local farms.

He said: “Neospora is a protozoan parasite 
(single cell organism) found in dog faeces 
and it is one of the most common causes of 
abortion in cattle worldwide.

“Infected dogs shed oocysts in their 
faeces – these are very resilient and can 
last for many months in the environment. 
Cattle become infected by eating feed 
or water containing the oocysts. They 
cannot pass these on to other cattle, but 

the parasite can cross the placenta to the 
growing calf causing an abortion.

“Once a cow has aborted once, she is 
persistently infected for the rest of her 
life and is likely to abort subsequent 
pregnancies. For this reason infected 
animals are often culled from the herd.”

With more people staying close to 
home and exploring their local footpaths, 
farmers have seen an increase in the 
numbers of dogs on farm land. This may 
be contributing to the sudden rise in 
this devastating disease. As routine dog 
worming treatments do not control the 
parasite, the message is simple – please 
pick-up after your dog.

“We have been working hard with local 
farms to do everything we can to control 
this problem,” Andy says. “Some help and 
support from the local community may 
help us to reduce the losses seen.”

One local farmer told the parish 
magazine: “We are all family farms 
around here. We have a responsibility to 
our stock and to provide the best care. 
Every cow lost isn’t just a financial loss it 
is an emotional one as well.”

Local farmers raise cattle concerns
Dog walkers urged to help stem rise in deaths and illnesses

It has been a busy start to 2021 for the 
personnel of 21 Signal Regiment who 

have been committed to tasks both at 
home and abroad.

Like much of the UK, the soldiers 
and their loved ones have had to adapt 
and remain dynamic in the face of the 
adversity of a global pandemic. However, 
they remain positive, proactive and ready 
to continue to support the nation.

As most of you will have seen on the 
television and in the newspapers, service 
personnel from all branches of the Armed 
Forces have been supporting the NHS and 
other departments with the pandemic.

Members of 21 Signal Regiment are 
no exception. More than 90 soldiers, 
approximately a third of the unit, were 
deployed to support efforts in the West 
Midlands. They had two tasks: providing 
general duties support alongside doctors 
and nurses in hospitals, and assisting 
schools with advice and practical support 

to set up testing stations in anticipation of 
re-opening.  

Simultaneously, on top of maintaining 
support to those spread from the Falklands 
to Afghanistan, the unit is preparing 
for a busy year ahead, with exercises 
to the United States and an operational 
deployment to Eastern Europe as part of 
commitments to NATO.

Commanding Officer Lt Col Simon Gray 
noted that this year started early with the 
soldiers deploying straight after the New Year 
and will continue throughout the summer.

He said: “We are excited to rise to the 
challenges that we face, to test our junior 
leaders and give them opportunity to show 
their resilience, agility and character to 
deliver for the nation.

“We remain ever thankful for the support 
that both families and the entire community 
of Colerne provide to the Regiment. We 
look forward to being able to share our 
efforts with you all again soon.”

FIGHTING COVID 
AND DEFENDING 
NATO
The Colerne based regiment 
will be on operations both 
foreign and domestic this year

2 1  S I G N A L  R E G I M E N T

Soldiers from 21 Signal Regiment deployed 
at City Hospital Birmingham.
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The main drive 
from Lucknam 

Park hotel, a route 
around Sewell Wood 
and tracks at Euridge 
and Weavern Farm have all been logged 
on a new database of lost footpaths.

The government has given a deadline of 
2026 for all rights of way to be officially 
recorded. Any not on the definitive map 
by then are likely to be lost forever.

Campaign group Ramblers has been 
charting routes which are at risk and 
estimates more than 840 miles of them are 
in Wiltshire - and 49,000 miles of them in 
England and Wales.

While many of the paths identified may 
be historical rights of way, they are not 
currently recorded on the legal map of rights 
of way and some may have been legally 
extinguished in the past 120 years. Until 
they are recorded, it cannot be guaranteed 
that they are public rights of way.

However the Ramblers want to make 
sure as many of possible are recorded. 
In particular they want to focus on those 
paths that add value to the existing network 

of some 140,000 
miles. This includes 
resolving dead ends, 
completing circular 
routes, creating better 

connections and provide routes in areas 
which lack off road walking opportunities.

The routes identified in Colerne parish 
(marked by dotted lines below) includes 
ones lost when RAF Colerne was 
established on its current footprint. These 
routes have been sourced from historical 
documents by volunteers.

After 1 January 2026 people won’t be 
able to use historical evidence to add rights 
of way to the definitive map. Potentially 
there are thousands of paths which 
would make a better walking network for 
everyone. With stretched local authority 
resources and just over five years left until 
the cut-off date, it seems increasingly 
unrealistic that these important paths can 
be applied for before 2026.

The Ramblers are calling on the 
Westminster government to extend the 
2026 date by at least five years.
For more info visit www.ramblers.org.uk

Nature notes

Nature notes
Winter visitors
A Barn Owl quartering fields in search of 
small mammals along the Fosse Way on 
February 9th has been the highlight of an 
uneventful start to the year.

This area has also produced Lapwing, 
Golden Plover, Red Legged Partridge, Red 
Kite and small groups of Common Gull 
recently which, despite its name, is not 
so common though recent winters have 
produced groups of up to forty birds around 
Colerne, waiting for the land to be turned.

The snows and frost in recent weeks 
have given the luckier among us the 
chance to see both Redwing and Fieldfare 
up close. These Thrushes choose to 
winter in our milder climate, gorging 
themselves on apples and berries before 
returning to Iceland and Scandinavia in 
March, plump for breeding. The Redwing 
is a small Thrush, like our Song Thrush 
but as its name suggests, it has a rusty 
red underwing and white eyestripe. The 
Fieldfare is a much larger Thrush with 
grey head and tail and a rusty breast.

Our resident birds 
are now getting 

ready for spring, 
Great Spotted 

Woodpeckers 
are drumming away, 
marking out their 

territories, Skylarks are 
ascending and Tawny Owls 

are beginning to wake.
Keith Mortimer

If you have any nature notes you can email editorial.colernemag@gmail.com
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Wintering Blackcaps in Thickwood

Blackcaps, Sylvia atricapilla, (Sylvia, a wood, ater, 
black & capillus hair of the head) are common 
summer migrants in Wiltshire.

Until the 1950s, ringing had showed they wintered 
in the western Mediterranean and West Africa. 
Through the latter part of the 20th century we 
started getting overwintering blackcaps, particularly 
in South West England, which ringing showed mostly 
came from Central Europe, Germany and Austria.

Recently, minute geo-locators and the use of colour 
rings have shown that many wintering blackcaps 
come from a wider Europe, mainly France, but as far 
as Spain and Poland. One wintering Swindon-ringed 
bird was later recovered in Denmark, which I find 
interesting, as my late wife, Birthe, was Danish.

Sadly the overwintering blackcap seen daily for 
the last six weeks in my Thickwood garden, often 
with another female blackcap, has no rings or geo-
locator to tell its origin.

In January 2021, BBC’s Winterwatch, showed 
a wintering blackcap in Bristol, nectar-feeding 
from Mahonia, thought to be the first time such 
behaviour had been filmed. It showed how many 
species change their diet during the winter from 
being mainly insectivorous in the summer to more 
available sources in the winter. 

Chris Woods

Campaign to save 
Ancient 
Paths
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M W Bayfield 
Chartered Institute of  Plumbing  

& Heating Engineering 
(reg. plumber) 

Plumbing, Heating, Gas & Solar  
Installations and Maintenance

2 High Street  
Colerne  

SN14 8DB

Tel. 01225 743315 
Mob. 07903 087862 

Email – m.bayfield@virgin.net
 

Web Site – www.bayfieldplumbing.co.uk

Little boxes, on the hillside

OTHER LOCAL RENOVATIONS

Colerne Parish Magazine, March 2021

Thickwood’s red telephone box 
was adopted by the parish 

council some years back 
and has held parish notices 
since then.

However in recent years 
it has suffered from a lack 
of care and is in need of 
renovation. 

Councillor Dan Prideaux 
submitted recommendations to the 
Parish Council for its renovation. 
Since then, Cllr. Prideaux and Cllr. 
Bob Child have started to work with 
locals to restore the telephone box to 
its former glory.

Structurally, the box is still standing 
strong but it’s gotten pretty grubby 

and needs some love.
Luckily, some locals have 

already put their hands up 
to help with the restoration, 
but what service should the 
box provide? Could it be a 
personal meditation space? 
Should it be a fruit and veg 

exchange? What about a library? 
That’s where the councillors need 

to hear from residents. Head to 
https://bit.ly/3aL881R or scan the 
QR code above to have your say and 
shape this box’s destiny!

The phone box on the High Street in Colerne (pictured 
top left) is proving popular with books and games 
available provided by residents.

The box still has a working phone, which is accessible, 
and BT are due to come and paint it in the next few 
months. Currently, the books swap is ‘squatting’ and 
is not the responsibility of the parish council - but 
residents backing the library hope to continue to offer 
the service.

It is not the only such facility locally. Ditteridge 
(pictured bottom left), North Wraxall and Ashley have 
book swaps in their disused phone boxes.

In Bath a number have been turned into flower 
displays while in North End, Batheaston, they 
have put in a model of suffragette Emmeline 
Pankhurst. Eagle House in North End was home 
to women released from prison for protesting 
the vote to recover from going on hunger strike.
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Reliable builder with 40 years of 
experience 

 Brick and Stone Work 
 Roofing 
 Carpentry 
 Woodworm and Damp Proofing 

treatment 
 Plastering (including Lime Finish) 

Contact Chris for a free quote on 
07974 826173 
01225 681532 

c_case@outlook.com 

In need of Building Plans?

 

Contact Colerne based John Phillips  
Tel no. 07973 509928 

Email: buildplans@aol.com

www.buildplans.co.uk 
Drawings / Plans

CASE & TROTMAN LTD 
Colerne 

GENERAL  BUILDERS
 

Most aspects of work undertaken

l   Extensions, Roofing
l   Loft Conversions
l   Carpentry
l   Brick & Stonework
l   Timber & Damp Proofing
l   PVC Flat Roofing Systems

FREE ESTIMATES 

Liability & Contract Insured 

Telephone: 01225 743271 
Mobile: 07971 553256 

Email: tony.trotman@sky.com

In 1960, aged 19, I cycled with two friends, from Liverpool to London. We set off 
one Saturday but not until about midday as my Father decided to take my bike apart 
to check it was road worthy.

After using a ferry across the Mersey, we cycled past Chester to a youth hostel. I slept 
on a top bunk and dreamt all night I was cycling along a cliff edge! Two of us cycled 
back to Chester the next morning to go to mass, adding extra miles to our journey.
That night we arrived at a hostel in Shrewsbury at about 9pm just in time to wash all 
the pans etc which had been used for the evening meal (hostellers had to do chores). We 
were very hungry and ended up eating our pork pies in bed.
It took us five days to get to London. I remember that en-route one night, we went into 
a field to try to get into a barn to sleep, only to find it was full of cows, naïve city girls.
We did manage to find a B&B and slept in their two bunk caravan. I don’t remember too 
much of that trip but we did get to London and called into the office of my brother-in-
law who worked in The Central Office for Information (he was ribbed by his colleagues 
for having three teenage girls in shorts visiting him). We stayed in a Youth Hostel. We 
did meet a lad who took a shine to one of my friends. He gave us the impression that he 
lived in something like a mansion in Birmingham.
We only took three days to get back home as we hitched a lift in a lorry from London to 
Birmingham along the only motorway in the country at that time. Once in 
Birmingham, we made our way to the ‘mansion’, a small terraced house. His 
parents made us welcome, even giving up their bed for us three girls to sleep 
in, after we had nipped to the local chippy to buy our supper. The young 
man did visit Liverpool later but the close friendship never materialised.
Donald was right about avoiding tramlines as on one occasion at 
home, I tried to overtake a friend when my wheels caught in 
a tramline and we both crashed into the road, we were unhurt 
but her quite new dress was in tatters!

Following the cycling stories of Donald Thompson and Roger Clifton, Monica 
Tonge from Tutton Hill recalls a cycling adventure from Liverpool to London

Three girls on the Bummel 

Liverpool to London
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Old School, Vicarage Lane. Clerk: Sharon Whelon: 01225 742207 
e: clerk@colernepc.uk
Village website: www.colerne-pc.gov.uk NEWSCOLERNE 

PARISH COUNCIL

Notification Wiltshire Council decisions of planning consent determined: 
20/08960/FUL: 1 Charter Square, Silver Street, Colerne. Proposal: Erection of a single 
storey timber garden room/summerhouse, detached from the main house. Wiltshire Council 
Decision: Approve with Conditions.
Planning applications received:  
20/10836/FUL: Ladymeade Cottage, Bath Road, Colerne. Proposal: First floor replacement 
and remodelling of existing cottage. CPC decision: support but with request for more 
consideration of neighbour’s objections. 
20/11614/FUL: 50 Pinewood Way, North Colerne. Proposal: Two storey side extension and 
full width front porch. CPC decision: Support.
20/11506/FUL: 2 and 3 Laundry Cottages, Thickwood Lane, Colerne. Proposal: New 
garage, potting shed/garden room to front garden of no. 3 Laundry Cottage and front garden 
ground works at no. 2 Laundry Cottage. CPC decision: Support.
20/11505/FUL: The Old Farmhouse, Thickwood Lane, Colerne. Proposal: First floor 
extension with roof-lights, solar panels. Enlarge existing garden doors and add garden doors 
and window to west wing. Demolish lean-to outbuilding. Extend parking area. Replacement 
fuel tank and addition of garden shed. CPC decision: Support.

Unfortunately we won’t be having 
our annual community litter-pick this 
year, the PC received the following 
statement from Wiltshire Council -
“At present, the safety of our 
residents is of paramount 
importance, so we must ask that 
people do not hold organised 
litter picks, until such time as 
Government restrictions are lifted 
and it is safe to do so.

If members of our communities wish to pick litter while undertaking their daily exercise, 
they should do this in a COVID-safe way, ensuring they are adhering to Government 
restrictions at all times.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all the people who pick litter in Wiltshire as they 
do a great job to help keep our beautiful county tidy – but please, at the moment, stay 
home, protect the NHS and save lives.”

The census is taking place in 
March 2021
The census is a survey that happens every 10 years 
and gives us a picture of all the people and households 
in England and Wales. It helps plan and fund public 
services, like transport, education and healthcare. 
By taking part and encouraging others to do the same, 
you’ll help make sure you and our community get 
the services you need. Nearer the time, you’ll receive 
more information. There’ll be plenty of help to take 
part for people who need it.
‘Your questions answered’ booklet is available to 
down load on the PC website.
Also find out more at www.census.gov.uk 
Follow the census

@Census2021

Brrr!
Freezing temperatures bought 
snow and ice again this winter - 
and Wiltshire Council were out 
regularly with the gritting lorries 
attempting to keep the roads safe.
But when it comes to the 
streets, lanes and pavements in 
and around the parish, we are 
reliant on those able and willing 
residents to get out the shovel to 
spread the grit from the bins. So a 
big thank you!
If you notice 
that the bins 
needs refilling 
- please inform
Sharon our
clerk.

Brrr!

COMMUNITY 
LITTER-PICK

2021!The Great British 
Spring Clean
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BERNARD BAKER 
Carpentry and General 
Building Maintenance

All Internal and External Carpentry  
Floor and Ceramic Tiling  

Plastering 
Kitchen Fitting 

Painting and Decorating 
Garden Hardscaping and Decking 

Over 30 years’ experience 
in the building trade. 

All jobs considered, big or small.  
Please call for a free,  
no obligation, quote. 

Mobile Number: 07751 459191

T: 01225 743742  
M: 07825 535095

W: www.prchimneysweeps.co.uk

Fully qualified and insured. Brush and 
vacuum. Power sweeping of lined flues. 
Birds nest removal, cowl supply and fit. 

Clean and efficient. 

SERVICE WITH A SMILE THAT  
WILL NOT LET YOU DOWN

All our logs are 
fully seasoned, 
locally sourced 

at competitive prices. 

We deliver to your door, 
unload and stack.

 
Tel: Tom & Kay Hall 

01225 743351

Thickwood Logs

Grounds for Optimism – Chapter XLIV
Kaigara Mixed Government Secondary School, Muleba, Kagera Region, NW Tanzania; 

mid-morning Thursday 25th Jan 2018
Background  Half a morning’s compulsory glad-handing with local government political 
appointees meant it was coffee and mandazi (doughnut) and chai rangi (bright red 
cardamom-flavoured tea) time when I got back to pick up the threads of my workshop 
with science teachers from this and other schools in the district.
Continuation  There was no time for the percentage oxygen experiment involving steel 
wool rusting in an upturned “boiling” tube in contact with air trapped above water in a 
squat glass beaker. The 15 delegates and I had to cut straight to the roasting, grinding, 
percolating experiments which mimic what happens in industry and the home to make 
the world’s no. 1 stimulant drink: coffee.
We also set fire to some unroasted beans to emphasise the difference between combustion 
and thermal decomposition. The oils driven out of the bean by the bunsen’s direct heat 
soon caught fire and within minutes even the charcoal formed had burnt away to almost 
nothing leaving a coating of white ash. This we showed to be highly alkaline using my 
Universal Indicator (UI) paper - a gift from Dauntsey’s School chemistry department. 
Pretty flame colours had confirmed the presence of calcium (red), sodium (yellow) and 
potassium (lilac) compounds. Litmus is revered in this part of the world but the new-
fangled UI is mistrusted despite its superior pH specificity.
During a Q&A session we broached caffeine’s molecular structure and stimulant effect 
on the nervous system and compared it with the depressant, albeit relaxant, effect of 
ethanol (alcohol). The question arose as to whether coffee could cause permanent penile 
erection. I was a bit non-plussed by this question but determined to have something 
sensible to say. Luckily, I remembered my English friend Bryan, manager 50 years ago 
of the instant coffee factory in Bukoba. He had told me that a concentrated pure caffeine 
solution injected into your forearm would lock the muscles solid, but the jab would 
need to be the equivalent of 100+ large strong americanos. I assured the questioner that 
by the time he had drunk them all, the inclination  would surely have left him! As the 
pharmacologists say, “ the dose gives the poison”.
Less flippant was our discussion of who makes money from the international coffee 
trade and how much. We looked at coffee processing technology for instant coffee 

manufacture. We studied decaffeination. We saw 
that, with nearly all engineering innovation being 
designed and implemented by consumer countries, 
it was hard to prevent them pocketing far more 
than the producers did. We realised that fair trade, 
cycles of poverty, wealth production, prosperity, 
prevention of exploitation of one economic bloc by 
another etc. are all questions which go way beyond 
some simple experiments in a tropical science lab. 
However answers and solutions and changes in 
attitude can start there and that is the excitement of 
teaching. Wherever a child wonders at a spinning 
top and looks and thinks, a better future can begin.

Rodney Priest
ABOVE: Boy with a Spinning-Top 
by Jean Siméon Chardin.
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Doris Ethel was the second daughter of Ethel Rowena and Arthur William Wright 
born in Marshfield on 27th September 1917. It was just one month after her 

grandfather, John Wright of Beeks Farm, St Catherine, had died. Following his death 
the family moved to Beeks Farm where Doris spent her childhood.
She lived with her grandmother Davis during the week and travelled home by pony and 

trap at the weekends. It was at Marshfield School that she 
met her dear, lifelong friend, Topsy.
Doris moved on to Kensington High School in Bath 
where she enjoyed her studies, especially English and 
music. Sadly in 1933, when Doris was just fifteen, her 
mother died and she had to leave school and take on the 
running of the home at Beeks Farm. She began caring for 
her father and continued to do so for another 39 years.
As the farm was so remote, her father bought a car when 
she was 17 and she was the first person in Marshfield to 
take a test. Doris continued to drive until her nineties, 
when she decided that the roads were too busy.
On one of her trips to Bath, she met Alexander Gifford, 
known to all as Alec (and Boy to his family). He was 
born at the Manor in Colerne but moved to Bath on the 
death of his father. They were married in March 1939, 
just as war was rumbling. Her father decided that Beeks 
Farm was too big and purchased Blue Lodge Farm at 
Abson. They moved as war broke out and Alexander 
had to leave his job as a butcher to run the farm as the 
government war effort allocated quotas to be met to feed 
the country.

Doris and Alexander’s first daughter, Veronica Ann, was born in January 1941 but sadly 
died aged 11 months. This was a difficult time for them both, but Doris carried on in her 
quiet and determined way, taking in evacuees. Eventually the Roberts family came to 
live, arriving with two children and leaving with five.
In 1944 their second daughter, Patricia Mary, was born, followed in 1948 by their son 
Alexander Robert (known as Robert). In 1959 there was an unexpected delight when 
Lorraine June was born. Pat and Barry were married in 1965, Robert and Ann in 1975 
and Lorraine in 1984.
Doris’s father, known to everyone as Grampy Wright, died in 1972 and in 1973 the 
family left Blue Lodge after 34 years and moved to Green Gables at Redfield Hill, 
Bitton. They spent 14 very happy years at Green Gables until The Solar in Colerne 
came onto the market. Doris had always had her eye on it, so they moved back to 
Colerne where Alexander had spent his childhood.

PASSING  OF  A  
COLERNE  CENTENARIAN

Doris Ethel Gifford: 1917-2021

As the farm was so 
remote, her father 
bought a car when 
she was 17 and she 
was the first person  
in Marshfield to  
take a test. Agroup of volunteers have started 

planning to set up a gym in Colerne.
Chris Lilley is one of those behind  
the scheme.

“We think it would give 
people in the parish an 
asset that would be well-
used and is much needed,” 
he said. “In particular we 
think it could be popular 
with young people who 
might otherwise not be able to get to one.”

Chris is one of seven volunteers who have 
formed a committee to develop the plans.   

“Currently we have had plans drawn up 
at an existing property in the village,” said 

Chris. “We are currently waiting for the 
next step and to see what might be possible.

“We have people with lots of 
management experience 
volunteering and plenty 
more ready to help out.

“I hope we can get this 
project up and going 
within the next two 
months and open within 
the next 12 to 18 months.

“But there is of course a long way to go 
yet. At the moment it is a case of watch 
this space.”

Keep an eye on the Colerne Community 
Facebook page for updates.

GYM  PLANS  DRAWN  UP

“We have people with 
lots of management 

experience volunteering 
and plenty more ready 

to help out.”

It was so perfect for them. Doris soon became involved in village life and Alexander 
loved to lean over the garden gate to engage with passers-by. Doris had always been 
a member of the WI, first at Doynton, then president at Pucklechurch and finally at 
Colerne. She had a strong faith and over the years she worshipped at Warmley, Bitton 
and Colerne and continued until she was unable to walk safely across the Market Place 
and into the Church.
She became an active member of the Luncheon Club, making trifles every month until 
she decided to join the diners, making new friends, especially Donald Thompson who 
picked her up every week when she lived in Box.
Sadly, Alexander died suddenly in 1991 after 52 years of happy marriage. Doris carried 
on in her quietly determined way making the most of life without him. She spent much 
of her time gardening and was able to stay in her beloved home for so long with the 
help of Janet Hulbert. Over the years Doris was blessed with seven grandchildren, nine 
great-grandchildren, two great-great-grandchildren and four granddaughters-in-law.
Doris loved Colerne and coped amazingly well until she was ninety-nine and became 
ill with pneumonia. She realised that she could not manage to remain independent and 
moved to Brunel House in Box.
After such an active and busy life, often entertaining family and friends of whom she had 
many, it took some time to adjust to a different lifestyle. The wonderful care she received 
at Brunel House for four years was so much appreciated by Doris and her family. 

Patricia Robinson
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Specialist senior’s personal trainer for over 65s
• 25 years senior’s health and fitness experience

• For healthy agers to frail senior’s who require assistance 
• Neurological disorders

• Falls and balance training
• Zoom classes for the elderly with different levels

Whether you are wanting optimum health and fitness in your  
older years or you need help with your independence, call me.

In these strange times, health and fitness has taken on a new meaning.  
A fitter body means a healthier immune system.  

Find out how I can help you age better and regain your health.

Call Arthur on 07971245221 or email arthur@conceptfitness65.co.uk
              Visit me at www.conceptfitness65.co.uk  or follow me on 

CONCEPT
F I T N E S S65

Prescription Delivery Service  
If you are disabled, housebound or unable to  
collect your prescriptions, etc, arrangements 
can  be made for your order to be delivered 
to you by our door-to-door delivery service.  

Telephone 01225 742552  
for further details

BOX Pharmacy
10 High Street, 

BoxCOUNTRYWIDE  
PRIVATE HIRE

Licensed to carry 4 passengers 
Airports 

Seaports 
Long/Short Distances

07788 430380  
stevebye@talktalk.net
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Having worked first as a teacher at 
Colerne Primary School I have 
now retrained as a hypnobirthing 

teacher and postnatal doula,” said Ellie, 
who lives off Bath Road.

Giving birth can be associated with fear 
and anxiety, perhaps because of the way 
it is portrayed in the media, or previous 
traumatic experiences. 
Ellie said: “Giving birth 
is probably the most 
incredible thing a woman 
could do, and it is totally 
possible and attainable to have a positive, 
fear-free experience.

“Hypnobirthing provides you with in-
depth knowledge of birth physiology and 
hormones and how these are so tightly 
linked with your feelings and how your 
body works, therefore demonstrating how 
essential it is to get rid of any fear to enable 
your body to give birth as it is so naturally 
well-equipped to do,” explained Ellie.

“It provides you and your birth partner 
with information and tools so that you 
can make confident, informed decisions 
regarding the birth of your baby, and 
manage any unexpected or unplanned 
occurrences positively. This, and the 
combination of beautiful relaxation scripts 
and breathing techniques, equips you to 
have a calm, fear-free and empowering 
birth, however you birth your baby.”

Her work as a doula starts after the 
arrival of the baby. 

“The postnatal period is incredible, but 
it can also be very challenging. You have 
a crazy amount of hormones buzzing 
around, you’re completely exhausted and 
you have to make a huge adjustment to 
life with your new baby,” says Ellie.

The job of a postnatal doula is to care 
for the mum. That can include talking 

about the birth experience and voice any 
worries they might have. They provide 
non-judgmental support and information 
on a huge range of areas. As the mother 
of two girls Ellie has experience of where 
that help can be most valuable.

She said: “Sometimes it is just a listening 
ear if you want to talk, and someone to 

hold your baby if you 
need a sleep or a bath or 
the luxury of going to the 
toilet on your own!”

For Ellie it is important  
that the support doulas provide is always 
inclusive and without judgment, prejudice 
or bias.

“Doulas are not medically qualified, 
but they can give information and sign-
post you to the right places for valuable 
information and support,” she said.

While maternity units have worked very 
hard to comply with Covid restrictions, 
that has made the work of those supporting 
women during childbirth more difficult. 

Post-pandemic, Ellie is looking forward 
to developing her new skills, which are 
not funded by the NHS.

“I am passionate about the need for 
women to have positive birth experiences 
and for them to 
be supported 
as best they 
can be during 
the postnatal 
period,” she 
said.

New skills for Colerne teacher
Ellie Gordon has changed career from village primary  

school teacher to helping new mums. She explains more.

“

“The postnatal period is 
incredible, but it can also 

be very challenging.”
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In the early years of the 1900s the Eastcotts ran a business here; access to the shop 
was directly off the High Street.

Opposite Ings at 18 ‘High Street was a fish and chip shop. People from Bristol opened 
it up. She sold everything too and made her own ice-cream. I used to help her turn the 
churn and her husband ran a taxi service, a Mr Eastcott, I think it was one of the first 
cars in the village. Sadly he died when he was 30, but she stayed on a good many years.’ 
(Village on the Hill pages 62 and 63)
In 1943 the newsagents moved into the property. ‘Blind’ Johnny Savine had started the 
Colerne newspaper business from 2 Ogbourne after he had been blinded in a quarry 
accident at Neston. Prior to this newspapers has been delivered to the village  by S.E 
Fudge from Box.

SHOPS & BUSINESSES OF COLERNE 

18 High Street &
the Newspaper Business

ABOVE LEFT: Johnny Savine and his wife Emily.  
RIGHT: Emily and her daughter Alice at 2 Ogbourne

ABOVE LEFT: Bertie Horner. ABOVE RIGHT: 18 High Street. BELOW: Easter 1966, Eva and Fred’s 
son David behind the counter. BOTTOM: Eva and Fred Hitch, 1988.

‘About 1922 I went to secondary school 
in Chippenham. We had to walk to Box 
Halt to get the train….We usually met 
John Savine on his way back from the 
station. He used to go to Box station 
every morning to get the papers.’
(Life on the Hill)

Johnny died in 1943 and Emily, her 
daughter Alice and son-in-law, Bertie 
Horner moved into 18 High Street to 
continue the newspaper business.
Bertie died in 1957 and Alice in 1964. 
Eva and Fred Hitch moved into 18 
High Street in 1965. The house was 
reconfigured and the shop moved 
into the Victorian single storey part of 
the building. Eva and Fred also ran a 
kiosk on the camp.
In 1988 Eva and Fred retired and the 
business was sold to Valerie Sumsion 
and her partner John Griffiths. The 
newspaper business was named 
Dailies and it moved to a property 
further down the High Street.

Annette Hitch
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At The Vintage Hamper Company we take 
pride in creating unique and beautiful hampers. 
Every product is handpicked by us and is chosen 
for their quality and style. We can supply: 
 Delightful vintage English fine bone

china beautifully boxed as gifts
 Bespoke picnic hampers to buy, each

one individual and made truly special
by our beautiful bone china

 A lovely selection of gifts for the home
and garden

 If you are looking for the perfect wedding/
birthday/graduation/retirement/anniversary 
gift do visit our website - or our new
little showroom in Colerne

www.thevintagehampercompany.uk
or contact Catherine Hughes by 

Calling: 07720 840351
or Emailing: 

cathy@thevintagehampercompany.uk 

Hazelbury 
HealtH 

Practice

Kenshin Anma Shiatsu is a wonderfully relaxing and 
energising form of massage therapy which is very 
ancient, predating even Shiatsu, and works to rebalance 
the entire system. Kenshin means ‘essence of health’, 
and Anma means ‘spreading peace with the hands’. It 
is performed fully clothed and lasts 75 minutes. Anma 
is non-diagnostic and is not recommended for pregnant 
women or cancer patients. 

Laurent and Susan Lacroix hold diplomas in 
Anma from Anma France. Susan is also 

a registered homoeopath and counsellor and offers 
consultations and sessions. 

Hazelbury Health Practice
Hazelbury Manor,

Box, Wiltshire SN13 8HX
tel: 01225 810644

We offer Homoeopathy and 
Kenshin Anma Shiatsu I enjoyed The Mysterious Case of the 

Drowned Rector in the December issue 
and offer these belated comments.

The late novelist Barbara Pym noted 
that newspaper headings concerning 
eclestiastical matters tended, appropriately 
enough, to fit hymn tunes (the sort that 
went with hymns ancient and modern 
usually). She quoted the classic example 
of “Secret love of vanished vicar.” If 
you drop the two “thes” from the parish 
magazine heading, and stress the “e” in 
drowned this also works - but I digress.

My main point concerns Sir John Dickson 
(not Dickenson as quoted in the newspaper 
article) Paynder who was perhaps the most 
influential figure in North-West Wiltshire 
in late Victorian times.

He was the archetypal High Tory, and 
bane of the Liberal-voting nonconformist 
element who has a strong following in 
Colerne and surrounding villages.

With the greater freedom of conscience 
conferred under William and Mary, those 
with independent leaning wasted no time 
in applying for meeting house certificates. 
I notice ancestral names on such an 
application on 15th July 1690, such was 
the desire to leave the restrictions of the 
established church.

Incidentally, the seventeenth century 
Wiltshire historian John Aubrey claimed 
that an influence of religious zeal 
ran through the vales of North 
Wiltshire and Gloucestershire, 
and descended into the Somerset 
Levels. He ascribed this to the 
influence of the planet Saturn, “a 
religious planet”.

In these low-lying, wet, clay areas 
were “more and better churches and 
religious houses founded than any 
other part of England.”

Perhaps this ancient influence lingered 
on in the nonconformist assemblies on 
Colerne’s high and dry plateau and 
accounts for the “No Tories in Heaven” 
byword of my family ancestors.

Returning to the last years of Victoria’s 
reign, my grandfather told of a political 
meeting in Colerne Market Place where 
Sir John had just delivered a fine display 
of rhetoric.

When the applause died down a voice 
from the crowd shouted: “Three cheers for 
Sir John, Sir Dickson and Sir Paynder!”

The response was less than rapturous 
at another meeting, probably held in 
the old Parish Rooms, where Sir John 
stated that a vote for him would ensure 
a pension for elder residents, a far-off 
dream in those days.

In a splendid twist of applied dialect the 
proverbial voice from the back responded 
with: “The only pension we shall get from 
thee is a pension in the guts!”

This came, most likely, from one of the 
chapel fraternity.

My father had a fund of such anecdotes, 
apocryphal and otherwise, which formed 
out of a village tradition in which oral 
history stretched back into the early years 
of the nineteenth century. Sadly this sort 
of thing has largely disappeared, due no 
doubt to the distractions of modern media 

and a more mobile population.

Will Knight on heckling, nonconformism and the influence of Saturn

A Pension in the Guts
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W.F. Dolman & Son 
Old Established (1919) 

Family Funeral Directors 

24-hour Personal Service
7 days a week 
Home Visits 

Chapel of Rest 
Golden Charter Plans Available

9 Walcot Terrace, Bath, BA1 6AB 
Telephone: 01225 444110 

Email: info@dolmansfuneraldirectors.org.uk 
Web: www.dolmansfuneraldirectors.org.uk

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE
QUOTE - NO JOB TOO SMALL!

CORSHAM
PATIOS
FENCING

Patios  • Fence Panelling
Decking  • Picket Fencing 

Post & Rail fencing  • Gates

www.corshampatiosandfencing.com

TEL: 01225 811359
EMAIL: richard@corshamfencing.co.uk

The IRON lady

For regular orders or one-off  
backlog clearance. 
Professional and flexible service in a 
smoke and odour-free environment. 
Please call Gilly for prices  
and further details. 
Free collection and delivery  
within Colerne.

Mobile: 07810 248408
Home: 01225 744611

Home & Business 
Computing  

l     Purchasing + set up advice
l     Broadband, Internet + email
l     Cloud computing
l     Share Files, photos etc
l     Defence against the dark arts
l     Backup valuable information
l     PC, Mac and phones

Call Ian on 07711 513722 to 
talk about what you want and how  

I can help, or see our web site 
for more information: 

www.butterworthconsulting.eu

Support, help and advice 
call for a local and friendly service:

Colerne’s

Covid

ALL  POWER  TO  THE  FLOWER  SELLER
“We would just like to say, following your feature about village heroes during lockdown, 
that Rachel of the Flower Shop needs yet another honourable mention. Ably assisted 
by Kate and Becky, she ensured that her beautifully composed bunches of flowers were 
available for St Valentine’s day – despite having to make them up, with fingers frozen, 
on the coldest day for some time. Five stars. What an asset to the village she is.”

 Philip and Helen Barton 
(Flower Shop Neighbours who saw it all happening!)

NEW  NOMINATIONS
Let us know if you would like to nominate a Covid Hero to be featured  

in the magazine.

Karen Sayers Limited 
Chartered Accountants 

Specialising in small businesses  
and the self employed 

Self assessment tax returns 
Limited Company statutory accounts 

Sole trader accounts 
VAT returns 

Payroll and bookkeeping 

Tel: 01225 744355 
Email: karensayerslimited@gmail.com 

29 Silver Street, Colerne

Your Local Salon
01225 743736
38 High Street

Open on
Tuesday 8.30am-2.00pm
Thursday 8.30am-4.00pm

Friday 8.30am-5.00pm
Saturday 8.30am-1.00pm
Due to government guidelines we  

have had to close the salon,   
once we have a definite reopening  
date we will be in contact with all 

cancelled appointments. 
Thank you for your patience  

and continued support in these  
trying times.
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THE QUIZ: 
1. STEELY DAN
2. MICK HUCKNALL
3. AL STEWART
4. PAUL SIMON
5. PULP
6. U2
7. FOUR SEASONS
8. BRYAN ADAMS
9. FRANK TURNER
10. ELVIS PRESLEY

FEBRUARY’S 
CROSSWORD  
& QUIZ ANSWERS

 

The Colerne  Gargoy lesNo.4 by Don Key

grrrr!

No, I have the 
best view.

The majesty of 
Wiltshire spread out 

before me.

But I have the 
endless complexity of 

village life.

Fancy a swap 
anyone?

NOTICE  FOR  ADVERTISERS
If you would like to place an Advertisement 

in this Magazine please contact
 Celia Batterham  

Tel No. 01225 744809  Email: celia@washmeres.co.uk 
ADVERTISING RATES: Full page £53  Half page £27 Quarter page £14

NEXT MONTH
● The return of A Day In The Life  ● Fifty ways to love your parish  

●  Metal detecting finds  ● When the Atters arrived

IRONMAN  UNMASKED

Last month we asked if you could identify the mystery ironman competitor from Colerne. 
No, it was not The Master, Dr Who’s nemesis from the 1970s, or Boston gangster Frank 
Costigan played by Jack Nicholson. It was our very own RAY BARKER who can still 
be seen regularly putting in the miles on his bike.

Jack NicholsonThe MasterColerne’s Ironman
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?
1.  Where did Dirty Den ply his trade?
2.  Where would you bump into Norm, Cliff and Coach, and they would  
 know your name?
3.  Where did Mike Fisher purvey his ales and spirits?
4.  This pub had a shotgun above the bar, and a breville out the back, and was a   
 good place to wait for all this to blow over.
5.  There’s Duff on tap here.
6.  Jake the poacher will refuse to give up his eels in this Cumbrian inn.
7.  Just the place to hear two types of music - Country AND Western. 
 Mind the flying beer bottles though.
8.   It’s likely you might find Bob and Terry, but probably not Thelma, enjoying a   
 pint of mild here.
9.  They’re playing Chuck Berry’s ‘You Never   
 Can Tell’, Uma and Travolta are busting   
 some moves. What’s the name of the place?

10.  It’s the local of Vyv, Rick, Neil and Mike.

QUICK CROSSWORD
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13

14

15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23

Across
1 - Nursery rhyme bush (8)

5 - Public school (4)

9 - Hot drink (5)

10 - Mountain in the Lake District (7)

11 - ___ Grant: Israeli football manager (5)

12 - ___ Ferdinand: former England footballer (3)

13 - Daniel ___ : James Bond actor (5)

15 - Large black bird of the crow family (5)

17 - Mauna ___ : Hawaiian volcano (3)

19 - Tough fibrous tissue (5)

20 - Horizontal underground plant stem (7)

21 - ___ Flynn: swashbuckling actor (5)

22 - ___ Fitzgerald: US jazz singer (4)

23 - Massive tidal waves (8)

Down
1 - Former captain of the Australian Test cricket team (7,6)

2 - John ___ / ___ : British novelist who created George Smiley
(2,5)

3 - Scottish actor in Trainspotting (4,8)

4 - The largest country in the world (6)

6 - A ruling dynasty in England (5)

7 - Australian state (3,5,5)

8 - Ludwig ___ : philosopher (12)

14 - A sentence that uses every letter of the alphabet (7)

16 - Venomous snakes (6)

18 - Gazelle found in the Middle East and North Africa (5)

CROSSWORD CLUES
Across
1 Nursery rhyme bush (8)
5 Public school (4)
9 Hot drink (5)
10 Mountain in the Lake District (7)
11 ___ Grant: Israeli football manager (5)
12 ___ Ferdinand: former England footballer (3) 
13 Daniel ___ : James Bond actor (5)
15 Large black bird of the crow family (5)
17 Mauna ___ : Hawaiian volcano (3)
19 Tough fibrous tissue (5)
20 Horizontal underground plant stem (7)
21 ___ Flynn: swashbuckling actor (5)
22 ___ Fitzgerald: US jazz singer (4)
23 Massive tidal waves (8)

Down
1 Former captain of the Australian Test cricket  
 team (7,6)
2 John ___ / ___ : British novelist who created  
 George Smiley (2,5)
3 Scottish actor in Trainspotting (4,8)
4 The largest country in the world (6)
6 A ruling dynasty in England (5)
7 Australian state (3,5,5)
8 Ludwig ___ : philosopher (12)
14 A sentence that uses every letter of the  
 alphabet (7)
16 Venomous snakes (6)
18 Gazelle found in the Middle East and North  
 Africa (5)

QUIZ PAGE

Parish M
agazine

Colerne
Set by quizmaster Darrell

Name:..................................................................

Contact number:................................................

Take this page with all the correct answers and your 
contact details to the Post Office by the 15th of the 
month to enter the draw to be named the March 
WINNER in next month’s Magazine.

✁

R. J. Hill & Son Ltd 
(Est. 1955) 

Traditional Family Butchers

Payment Cards  
now accepted
Beef, Lamb, Pork etc 

Bacon & Cooked Meats 
Home-made Sausages & Burgers  

Personal Service, Parking facilities 
Suppliers to Colerne May Fair  

and Colerne Bonfire Night 

LOCAL DELIVERIES MADE 
Market Place, Box 
Tel: 01225 742312

  

 Award Winning, Family Run,  
Farm Shop  

Established for over 30 years  
Selling Quality Local Produce  
Open Daily 9.00am – 5.00pm  

10.00am – 4.00pm on Sundays  

 HOME & LOCALLY REARED  
FRESH MEAT, POULTRY & GAME  

HOMEMADE SAUSAGES, BURGERS & FAGGOTS 

 www.allingtonfarmshop.co.uk TEL: 01249 658112  
Allington Bar Farm, Chippenham, SN14 6LJ   

 Orders now being taken for 
Minimum Contact Collection & Delivery 

Email orders to sales@allingtonfarmshop.co.uk 

 LOCAL CHEESES & HOME COOKED MEATS  
LOCALLY GROWN VEGETABLES, FRUIT & SALADS  

HOMEMADE CAKES & PIES  
LOCALLY MADE CHOCOLATE & FUDGE  

FINE WINE, LOCAL ALE & CIDER  
PRESERVES & CHUTNEYS  

GIFT HAMPERS  

MARCH QUIZ: We’re all missing it, it’s a great British institution, so let’s 
remind ourselves of the good old boozer, juicer, rub-a-dub, inn, hostelry in 
popular culture. The names of these please...
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Weekly delivery of locally reared beef, lamb 
and sausages. Our livestock is born and bred 

at Oaks Farm and grazes the hillsides and 
valleys next to Colerne village. 

Joints, mince, steaks, homemade burgers and sausages, stewing steak  
and more… choose your own selection to make up a box. 

£25 minimum spend, free delivery in Colerne and surrounding area.
Call or email for our information sheet, price list or any queries.  

M: 07843 413139   Email: oaksfarm.colerne@gmail.com
Facebook: @oaksfarmcolerne

The Gooding Family, Oaks Farm, Rode Hill, Colerne SN14 8AR

Oaks Farm Meat Box Delivery
DIRECTORY  OF  VILLAGE  ORGANISATIONS

Badminton Club 
D Pearson – 858293 
Bellringers & Handbells 
Jacqui Bradburn, 8 Fosseway Close – 743041 
Colerne After School Club Ltd 
Bev Stickley – 07881 367022 
Colerne Air Training Corps 
Flt Sgt Clarke – 01225 743988 – 93df@aircadets.org  
Colerne Army Cadet Force 
SSI Alan Bell – 07812 744480 
Colerne Crazy Quilters 
Julie Burgess – 743999 
Colerne Evangelical Church (FIEC) 
Revd Jonathan Sell – 744463 
Colerne Gardening Club 
Ann Matthews – 743534  
Colerne Golf Society 
Hon Sec: Rob Gray – 01249 820171 
Email – robgray13@sky.com 
Corsham and Colerne Military Wives Choir 
corshamandcolerne@militarywiveschoirs.org 
Colerne Musical Theatre 
Pete Green, 9 Bellott Drive, Corsham SN13 9UQ – 
01249 715657 
Colerne Panthers Mini Rugby 
colernepanthers@gmail.com 
Colerne Rugby Club 
Hon Secretary: John Hutchinson – 742137 
Email – john.hutchinson1957@gmail.com 
Conservative Association 
Dick Tonge, Bank House, Tutton Hill – 742631 
Constitutional Club 
High Street – 07768 341130 or 742197 
Cotswold AONB Voluntary Warden 
Dave Wright – 811574 
Encore Musical Cabaret & Concert Group 
Peter Clare, 44 Valley Way, Thickwood – 743727 
FC Colerne Colts 
Paul Carey – 07786 745165 
Friends of Colerne Church 
Ray Barker, 6 Fosseway Close – 743402 
Guide Groups 
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides: 
Helen Atter, Trunnells Barn, High Street – 742912  
Hawk & Owl Trust East Bath Area Group 
Mike Rogers – 744290 
History Group 
Eileen Collins, 5 Chapel Path – 744266 
Hive Information Officer 
Amy Tuck – 07973 723221

Jumping Jacks (Parent & Toddler Group) 
Nikki Jenner – 01225 571506  
Labour Association 
Chris Phillips, 28 Round Barrow Close – 742755  
Liberal Club
22 High Street – 07799 558489 
Liberal Democrats 
Dr Brian Mathew – 07771 607983  
Email – brianmathew@northwiltslibdems.org.uk 
LINK (Community Service) 
Transport – 07970 617617 
Luncheon Club 
Polly Squire – 07517 136180 
Playgroup 
Old School, Vicarage Lane – 744885 
Parish Council 
Sharon Whelon, Council Office, 
Old School, Vicarage Lane – 742207 
Primary School 
Headteacher: Mr Mark Solomon – 742367 
Primary School PTA - FRESCO 
Tessa Armstrong – armstrongtess@gmail.com  
Police Community Support 
To report incidents or crimes – tel. 101 
Other matters, eg information, email:  
CPTNorthWiltshire@Wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  
Royal British Legion 
General Matters – Paul Jobbins – 745839 
Contact Centre helpline – 0808 802 8080 
from 8.00am to 8.00pm, 7 days a week  
Scout Groups 
Group Scout Leader: Jackie Bicknell – 743383 
Scout Leader:  Rob Featherstone – 743044 
Cub Scout Leader: Katherine Manuel –744615 
Beaver Scout Leader: Jo Jackson – 01249 716647 
Village Hall Association 
Anne Nicholas – 744544 
Email – secretarycolvhall@yahoo.com  
Village Hall Bookings 
Sheila Nicholas – 744544 
Email – colernevhall@yahoo.co.uk 
Women’s Institute 
Norma Burgess, Summerhayes, Washmeres –  
744612  

Premier Stores – 742147 
Flower Shop – 744153 
Fox & Hounds – 744847 
Six Bells – 742413

Hairdresser – 743736 
Colerne News 
and Post Office – 742858

Useful Colerne Telephone numbers



Lucknam at Home

Mother’s Day Traditional Sunday Lunch 
Takeaway  Sunday 14th March
Mother’s Day may look a bit different this 
year, with the Lucknam Mother’s Day 
Traditional Sunday lunch takeaway you can 
still make her feel special. Our Executive 
Chef Hywel Jones has created a delicious 
traditional Sunday roast to celebrate 
mothers day in style in the comfort of your 
home. £35 per person including a special 
gift for Mothers. Orders must be placed by 
12 noon on Friday and collection on Sunday 
between 11am – 1pm.

Mother’s Day Traditional Afternoon Tea 
Takeaway  Sunday 14th March
The Afternoon Tea Includes a selection of 
sandwiches, home-made scones with clotted 
cream and home-made preserves, selection 
of dainty patisserie and a special gift for 
Mothers. £35 per person. Orders must be 
placed by 12 noon on Friday and collection 
on Sunday between 11am – 1pm.

   reservations@lucknampark.co.uk   |  01225 742 777   |   www.lucknampark.co.uk 
Full details and conditions are available on our website. 


