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The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Colerne
A member of the Lidbrook Group of Churches

Priest-in-Charge
Revd Dr Janet Anderson-MacKenzie
The Vicarage, Church Lane, Box, Wilts SN13 8NR
Tel. 01225 744458 Email: janet@anderson-mackenzie.co.uk
Ministry Team
Revd Clair Southgate
Mrs Margaret Edmonds
Churchwardens
Rob Featherstone, 47 Round Barrow Close, SN14 8EF
Tel: 01225 743044 Email: rob.featherstone4@gmail.com

Karen Brzezicki, The Stables, 11 Trimnells, Colerne, SN14 8EP
Tel: 01225 744499 Email: karen@brzezicki.co.uk
For enquiries to hire the Parish Church for a community event, contact the Churchwardens
To arrange a Baptism, please contact the Vicar or the Churchwardens

To arrange a Marriage, contact Celia Batterham, celia@washmeres.co.uk or 01225 744809
To arrange a Funeral or make an application for a churchyard memorial,
contact Ray Barker, ray262@btinternet.com or 01225 743402 or 07768 500684
Website: www.colerneparishchurch.org.uk

Magazine Committee

Editorial Team
Phil Chamberlain (07793 018283) Email: editorial.colernemag@gmail.com
Kathryn Houldcroft (744006) Email: editorial.colernemag@gmail.com
Lavinia Wilson (742417) Email: Lavinia.wilson@valecourt.org
Design and production
Liz House (740098) Email: design.colernemag@gmail.com
Advertising
Celia Batterham (744809) Email: celia@washmeres.co.uk
Distribution: Rosemary Sadler (742531)

Facebook page: @ColerneParishMagazine

CHURCH FLOODLIGHTING

Anyone wishing to arrange for the Church Floodlighting to be turned on should contact
Derek or Julie Burgess on 743999 or 07470 031062 or at del.burgess@gmail.com
Front cover: By Kate Davies. For details of the Best Parish Pet competition see p.11.
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SERVICES FOR MAY

M W Bayfield

Chartered Institute of Plumbing
& Heating Engineering
(reg. plumber)
Plumbing, Heating, Gas & Solar
Installations and Maintenance

During May we have planned a simple service of
holy communion at St John the Baptist Parish Church at:

BERNARD BAKER
Carpentry and General
Building Maintenance

9. 30am each Sunday and 9.45am each Thursday

We also have a number of ZOOM services in the Lidbrook Group of Churches,
please contact Rob Featherstone, see p.3 contact details.
★★★

All Internal and External Carpentry
Floor and Ceramic Tiling
Kitchen Fitting
Painting and Decorating

When attending a service in the church please bring and wear a face covering unless you
are officially exempt. Access to the church and services are subject to guidance from the
Government and National Church. Please keep an eye on the notice boards near the church for
further and more up to date information on services and openings for private prayer.

★★★

Tel. 01225 743315
Mob. 07903 087862
Email – m.bayfield@virgin.net

Over 40 years’ experience
in the building trade locally.
All jobs considered, big or small.
Please call for a free,
no obligation, quote.

Web Site – www.bayfieldplumbing.co.uk

Mobile Number: 07751 459191

2 High Street
Colerne
SN14 8DB

FROM THE REGISTERS
25 March – Thanksgiving for the gift of a child – Isaac Peter OVENS
17 April – Wedding – David John BILLETT and Amie Megan ROLFE
18 April – Burial of cremated remains – Elizabeth Anne AKIN-FLENLEY

COLERNE VILLAGE HALL ASSOCIATION

The Management Committee express their thanks to Corsham Area Board for
the grant of £3,500 towards the cost of replacement windows at the Hall. All 18
of them will be replaced at a total cost of £7,000. The balance will be paid from
Village Hall funds. The new windows will be installed as soon as possible.
Hopefully by the time the Hall re-opens the chair store should be redecorated
and new flooring laid.
While we are closed we are trying to complete as many updates as possible
so the Hall is ready and available to hire for as many events as the restrictions
allow when it is re-opened.
For information regarding the Village Hall then please visit
our website www.colvhall.co.uk

01225 743742
M: 07825 535095
T:

W: www.prchimneysweeps.co.uk

Fully qualified and insured. Brush and
vacuum. Power sweeping of lined flues.
Birds nest removal, cowl supply and fit.
Clean and efficient.
SERVICE WITH A SMILE THAT
WILL NOT LET YOU DOWN
4
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Call for artists

T

he popular Peacock Arts Trail will run from 11th - 19th
September and organisers are inviting local artists and
craftspeople to take part.
The event, based in Corsham, includes Chippenham, Box,
Melksham and villages including Colerne.

Due to COVID19, most of the promotion will be online,
but organisers are keeping options open about studios and workshops opening. They
are planning an outdoor presence in Corsham Town Centre if possible.
For information and to register please visit www.peacockartstrail.co.uk or email
peacockartstrail@gmail.com. The deadline is Sunday 16th May.

L

LET’S REMOVE BLISTER PACKS
FROM COLERNE BINS

ast year I joined the ranks of people
taking regular medication (thanks
NHS – I feel so much better!). But as I put
yet another empty plastic and aluminium
blister pack in the bin it set me thinking
about the downsides.
Pharmacies in England dispensed more
than one billion prescription items in
2019/2020. That is a lot of blister packs
going to landfill and doesn’t even include
over the counter medicines.
The good news is we can now do something
about it. TerraCycle is working with
pharmacies to launch a recycle scheme. Our
nearest drop off stores are Superdrug in Bath

and Trowbridge but to make things easy I am
collecting to take for the village. So:
l Start saving your empty packs
l Drop off at Bright’s Village store
l Or give me a phone 01225 742767,
happy to collect.
Superdrug is donating any profits from the
scheme to Marie Curie.
No unused medicines please – these should
be handed in to a pharmacy for safe disposal.
Dorothy Robertson
l To see what items can now be
dropped at the school for recycling see
www.colerne.net

CENTENARY QUIZ

Hopefully we will get back to WI probably from July but as
always watch this space.

Erica Laws and Ann Atkinson have set a quiz open to all,
copies will be available from the post office. This is a centenary quiz in honour of
100 years of Colerne WI. Copies will be available at a cost of £2 from May 1st. Do
have a go and encourage all your friends and relations to participate.

All profits after prize monies will be donated to the tree planting as a lasting
memorial to 100 years of WI fun and friendships in Colerne.
Caroline Moore
6
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centenary
ofservice
C

olerne’s British Legion was formed
on 15th May 1921, acquiring the
title Royal on its 50th anniversary in
1971. Its formation is attributed to Earl Haig
and Sir Tom Lister who brought together
four national ex-service organisations
established after the First World War.
As a result of the war, Britain’s economy
had plummeted and in 1921 there were
over two million people unemployed.
Over six million had served in the war and
the Legion was established to care for those
who had suffered as a result of their service.
Of those who returned, 1.75 million suffered
disability. Half of these were permanently
disabled. Additionally there were the
dependants of those who had served: wives
and children, widows and orphans, as well

8

as parents who had lost sons on whom they
were often financially dependent.
From the beginning the Legion
campaigned for fair treatment of those
who had given so much for their country
during the war and provided much
needed welfare support and comradeship
to millions. The Legion remains here to
help members of the Royal Navy, British
Army, Royal Air Force, veterans and their
families. Its support starts after one day
of service and continues through life, long
after service is over.
100 years on, the Legion continues to
respond to the changing needs of the
Armed Forces community, providing
small interventions to life-changing, and
sometimes lifesaving, support. 
Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2021

Photography: Jody Gaisford, Colerne Photographic Company.

Colerne’s Royal British Legion marks 100 years supporting
service men and women, ex-serving personnel and their families

Locally the Colerne Branch, Royal conducts the annual Remembrance Day
British Legion (RBL) will also celebrate and Armistice Day events at the village
its Centenary on 15th May. Time War Memorial.
marches on and our members, veterans
In recent years the Branch has, on the
of earlier conflicts, fall by the wayside. centenary of their deaths, paid tribute to
Consequently, the Branch
each named victim of
today, although still The Legion remains here the First World War and
reflecting service in the
to help members of the planted a tree for each of
Second World War, is now
in the Front Line at
Royal Navy, British Army, them
composed of those who
Frank’s Wood.
served in the more recent Royal Air Force, veterans
On 15th May 2021,
and their families.
conflicts of Northern
Colerne Branch plans
Ireland, the Falklands,
a sunset ceremony at
the Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan.
the parish’s flag pole in the Walmesley
The Branch continues to provide welfare Memorial garden to mark the Centenary.
support and comradeship amongst the
Looking forward the Branch seeks
veteran and serving community. Some to recruit new members to continue its
years ago it was decided to cut back on a support to the community.
number of regular social events to enable
It endorses and subscribes to the Royal
supported events to be done well. Its British Legion’s vision:
activities now include a monthly “first
“As we look to the future, we remain
Wednesday” informal social gathering at dedicated to improving the lives of all who
the Liberal Club. The annual Poppy Appeal serve in the British Armed forces and their
is a priority fund-raising task. Always well families. By building on a century of work
supported by the village, the annual rise in we’ll make sure we are an organisation fit
donations was only thwarted in 2020 by for the next 100, committed to ensuring
the limitations imposed by Covid 19.
all who have served and sacrificed on our
The Branch liaises with the Parish behalf get the fair treatment and recognition
Council, 21 Signals Regiment and Fresco they deserve.”
in organising Armed Forces Day and as l For RBL contact details see the back of
custodians of Remembrance organises and the magazine.
Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2021
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COMPETITION TIME COMPETITION TIME COMPETITION TIME

Have you got

13(13)

Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 Sri
3Dr, in Red, 38000 Miles, A/C, CD, EM, Fogs, C/L etc……………………..£4695

g

Hyundai i10 1.0 SE
5Dr, in Blue, Bluetooth, Cruise, DAB, EW, A/C, CL etc……………………… £6795

Win

17(17)

by:

Honda Jazz 1.3 i-Vtec EX
5Dr, in Red, Climate, Cruise, Bluetooth, EW, EM, 10232 miles………£10995

We know how much people in Colerne like
their pets – and here is your chance to prove it.
The parish magazine is looking for the
best pet in the parish. The winner will be
photographed for our July cover and also
receive a £30 voucher from Bath Country
Pets to spend in store or online. Second place
will receive a voucher for £20 and third place
a £15 voucher.
Send in your pet pictures
Just send in your picture of your dog, cat,
for the popular vote
horse, hamster, rabbit, stick
t prizes dona insect or spider.
a
re
We will print the pictures in the June edition for people to vote on
and announce the winner in the July edition.
It could be because it is cute. It could be because it is cool. It
could be because it is completely weird. Whatever the reason –
submit your pet and make your vote.

d
te

18(18)

The
BEST
Parish
Pet?

HOW TO ENTER: You can email your picture to editorial.
colernemag@gmail.com, text or WhatsApp to 07793018283 or send them
to the Facebook page @ColerneParishMagazine. You MUST include your name and the
pet type (eg breed) and your pet's age to be considered. Closing Date: 14 May 2021.

Colerne Liberal Club – Ready to Go? Yes we are!

The Lib Club will re-open in about a month’s time when the current restrictions end

10

22 High Street

Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2021

✪ All the traditional Lib Club draught beers, drinks and
entertainments in the traditional Lib Club atmosphere.
✪ Premises refurbished from top to bottom plus the
new Darter’s Rest.

Keep an eye on the Club website at:
http://www.libclubcolerne.co.uk

Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2021

and on Facebook at:
Colerne Community Pages
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Colerne
Hercules
fatalities
Honouring those who died in
the Little Baldon air crash

R

eaders may have noticed in the
section From the Registers in the
May copy of the magazine the entry
for the burial of the cremated remains of
Elizabeth Anne Akin-Flenley. She was the
widow of Flt Lt John Akin, who was the
pilot who captained the RAF Colerne-based
air crew, which crashed in 1965.
The Little Baldon air crash occurred on
6th July 1965. The Handley Page Hastings
C1A transport aircraft operated by No.36
Squadron Royal Air Force crashed into a
field at Little Baldon, Oxfordshire, shortly
after taking off from RAF Abingdon at
1600hrs. All 41 aboard died. It was the
third worst air crash in the United Kingdom
at the time.

They included eight RAF parachute jump
instructors, three RAF loadmasters, 13
other members of the RAF, three senior
NCOs from the Parachute Regiment (two
of them members of the Territorial Army),
seven Parachute Regiment recruits and one
Royal Artillery gunner from the Airborne
Forces Depot at Aldershot. Two of the
instructors were members of the RAF
Falcons parachute display team.
Eyewitnesses reported seeing the Hastings
lose height before it crashed into a field. This
was about 7km east of Abingdon. It was
reported from RAF Abingdon that the pilot
John Aikin had radioed that his aircraft was
having control trouble before the radio went
dead. The cause was subsequently found to
be due to fatigue failure of two bolts in the
elevator system.
On Sunday 9th April 1967, a wall mounted
marble monument to the victims was
dedicated at a special service in the Parish
Church of St Lawrence, Toot Baldon.
There is a roll of honour beneath, and an
RAF ensign and a standard of the Oxford
Branch of the Parachute Regimental

Association flank the monument. Wreaths
are laid at the monument during an annual
commemorative service at the church,
usually on the first Sunday in July.
The six air crew plus one other RAF
member from Colerne, were brought back
to Colerne for a funeral service and burial
in individual graves in the military section
of the churchyard on 10th July with the
RAF Chaplain officiating. The coffins were
transported from the RAF camp to the church
by RAF trucks, preceded by a military band.
After burial there was a military rifle salute.

On the day of the 55th
anniversary of the crash, there
was a significant presence in
Colerne churchyard.

On the day of the accident the Hastings
flew from RAF Colerne to RAF Abingdon,
where it picked up a number of parachutists
undergoing a short voluntary parachute
course. The intention was to drop them
off over RAF Weston-on-the-Green, after
which the aircraft would land at RAF
Benson. Additional to the Colerne crew,
there were 24 RAF and 11 Army passengers.
12

LEFT& ABOVE: The funeral service in Colerne for the Hercules crash victims in July 1965.

On the day of the 55th anniversary of
the crash, there was a significant presence
in Colerne churchyard to remember both
the disaster and particularly the Colerne
personnel.
Flt Lt John and his wife Elizabeth were
living at Bathford at the time of the disaster,
and Mrs Akin continued to live there for
many years thereafter. The widow of crew
member Sgt Graham George Blake, Pat
Blake, continues to reside in Colerne as
does one of their daughters.
Ray Barker

THE COLERNE AIR CREW
Flight Lieutenant J. AKIN age 36		
Sergeant G.C. BLAKE age 31
Flight Sergeant M.O.C. BOYLES age 28
Flying Officer C.J.PAYNE age 23
Flight Lieutenant H.R.SCOTT age 35 Master Air Quartermaster P.S.J. TIMMS age 36
Corporal A.C LEE age24 from RAF Colerne
Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2021
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Old School, Vicarage Lane. Clerk: Sharon Whelon: 01225 742207
e: clerk@colernepc.uk
Village website: www.colerne-pc.gov.uk

Ash dieback conservation

Those of a certain age, may remember the impact in the mid-seventies of
Dutch Elm disease. The disappearance of British elms changed the landscape
forever, now the ash faces just such an extinction. The ubiquitous ash is the
second most populous tree in the South West, coming a close second to the mighty oak.
Across Colerne Parish there are hundreds of ash trees that are vulnerable to ash dieback, a
fungal infection that blocks the tree’s water-transport system and renders the ash dangerous
to walkers on footpaths and bridleways. Six years after the first case of ash dieback was
identified in Britain the disease has spread to all parts of the UK including Colerne. It is
estimated that we have 80 million ash trees in the UK all of which could become infected,
once infected, there is no cure and most ash trees die.
The Cotswold Voluntary Wardens (CVW) have been working closely with local land
owners, Wiltshire council, and Colerne Parish Council in order to conserve the tree
population that define the Public Rights of Way (PRoW) in Colerne.
The CVW team will replace the diseased ash trees with a mixture of Beech, Hornbeam, and
Oak provided by the Cotswold Conservation Board. The ash tree programme is based on a
two for one replacement basis and will ensure that for generations to come the tree canopy
will provide a safe haven for wildlife, walkers, runners and riders.
The tree planting window opens in late October and closes the following March. The CVW
outline plan for the regeneration of the tree population in the Parish will centre on the
creation of a new broadleaf woodland plantation on land provided by Euridge Manor. There
are also plans to create a number of new hedge-rows throughout the Parish
The loss of any tree leaves a sad scar, but the replacement trees will signal a brighter future
for the landscape in general and Colerne Parish in particular.

Thank you Derek - enjoy
a well earned retirement!
Derek Bright has been busy over the
last twelve years - you will have seen
him pushing his trolley and keeping
the village tidy. We would like to thank
Derek’s contribution and wish well in
his retirement from the Parish Council.
And hopefully to have more time to
play golf!

14
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COLERNE
PARISH COUNCIL

NEWS

Notification Wiltshire Council decisions of planning consent determined:
20/11505/FUL. The Old Farmhouse, Thickwood Lane, Colerne. Proposal: First floor
extension with rooflights, solar panels. Enlarge existing garden doors and add garden doors
and window to west wing. Demolish lean-to outbuilding. Extend parking area. Replacement
fuel tank and addition of garden shed. Wiltshire Council Decision: Approve with Conditions.
20/11506/FUL: 2 and 3 Laundry Cottages, Thickwood Lane, Colerne. Proposal: New
garage, potting shed/garden room to front garden of no. 3 Laundry Cottage and front
garden ground works at no. 2 Laundry Cottage. Wiltshire Council Decision: Approve with
Conditions.
Planning applications received:
21/02028/FUL: 51 Forrester Green, Colerne. Proposal: Two storey front extension and
single storey side and rear extensions. CPC decision: Support.
21/01730/FUL: The Workshop, 6A Bath Road, Colerne. Proposal: Remove roof tiles and
repair roof structure by adding insulation and replacing sarking boards. Add 5 skylight
windows. Refit existing roof tiles. CPC decision: Support.

Gigaclear in the High Street!
The Gigaclear Community Task Force (set up
to scrutinize some of their plans) arranged a
meeting with Gigaclear early on, in order to
challenge their plans to install five tall green
cabinets along the High Street conservation
area.
An agreement was reached where they would
be amended to below street level pots.
However, in early April there appeared to
have been a communication breakdown
between Gigaclear management and
contractor - as two tall cabinets appeared one outside the old post office and the other
No. 19 - a listed building.
But a quick response to them initiated an
equally quick reply saying it was a mistake
and would be rectified.

Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2021
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COLERNE EVANGELICAL CHURCH
CHAPEL PATH, COLERNE
www.colerne-evangelical-church.co.uk

COLERNE
CONSTITUTIONAL
CLUB
High Street, Colerne, Wilts. SN14 8DD
President: Bob Atter - 07340868380
atterbob@aol.com

All are welcome!
Outdoor services at
Chapel at 3pm every Sunday,
restrictions permitting

Minister: Revd Jonathan Sell
744463

Your Local Salon
01225 743736
38 High Street

WE ARE OPEN
Tues 8.30 to 2.30

Thurs 8.30 to 5

(later if busy)

Fri 8.30 to 6 (later if busy)

Sat 8.30 to 2 (3pm if busy)

Olaplex now available
Many thanks for your
continued support.
16

Update on the Club
In line with the “Governments Road Map“
of restrictions the Club is looking
forward to reopening on
Thursday 20th May.
The Club will open on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday nights to start with and
will be complying with the recommended
rules (as notified closer to the time).
The AGM for 2019 & 2020 will
take place in early July.

Bob Atter, President

LINK
Box, Colerne
& Rudloe
Our Good Neighbours’
Organisation
for anyone in need of help
Just ring and ask

Tel: 07970 617617

Monday – Friday 9.00am–5.00pm

www.boxlink.org.uk
Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2021

Rocket man

Bath-based elite cyclist ANDREW FEATHER holds the record for fastest
ascent of Bannerdown. He tells Phil Chamberlain how.

I

n August last year cyclist Andrew 2020, my top tips on anyone wanting to
Feather took on Bannerdown as part of improve their climbing would be:
a 55km circuit from Bath to the A420
"Don’t start too hard – a hill climb cannot
and back.
be won in the first 200 metres, but it can
The solicitor for engineering company be lost. A good pacing strategy is key to
Babcock is one of the
success; mix riding in and
country’s elite hill climbers.
“Don’t start too hard out of the saddle – it is
The 1.9km Bannerdown
more
aerodynamic
to
– a hill climb cannot
section from sea level
ride in the saddle for the
be won in the first 200 flatter, faster sections
to 140m took him 4min
metres, but it can
45sec. This is a full 20
but the power transfer is
be lost.”
seconds ahead of the next
generally better out of
competitor, according to
the saddle on the steeper
fitness app Strava. And it puts him at the parts. Experiment with both to see what
head of the 9,000 other people and 500,000 you prefer; and enjoy it – hills do not have
attempts the app records for the climb.
to be ridden at lightning speed, take a break
Andrew said: “I have always cycled half way up and enjoy the scenery!"
for general fitness but decided to give
competitive cycling a proper go in my late If you want to follow Andrew’s cycling
twenties. I managed to do quite well and adventures then see the links below:
quickly obtained my Elite licence with British l www.strava.com/athletes/1013060
Cycling - this allowed me to participate in l www.instagram.com/andrew.feather84
the highest domestic level races in the UK.
“After retiring from road racing a few years
ago, I decided to specialise in hill climbs,
these competitions typically take place
in September and October each year and
require explosive efforts.
“We are certainly spoilt for choice with
a good selection of hills in the Bath area
which make for an ideal training ground
– Bannerdown is definitely one of my
favourite climbs! I love the open views and
the gradient is constantly changing making
it challenging to find a rhythm.”
For those readers looking to improve
their cycling skills Andrew has a
couple of tips for the inevitable hills.
Andrew said: “Having managed
to win the British hill climb
championships in 2018 and
Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2021
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How does your
garden grow?

Colerne
Parish Magazine

S

Gardening special

pring has really sprung now and many of you will be enjoying getting out into your
gardens to nurture not just the plants but also your mind, body and soul.
Colerne has a thriving and enthusiastic population of gardeners. Whether you are
fascinated by flowers, dreaming of growing prize vegetables or just starting your gardening
journey there is a community group for you, ready to share knowledge and help to answer
all your horticultural queries.
GARDENING CLUB
Although it has been on hold during the
lockdowns the Colerne Gardening Club will
be getting back together as soon as possible.
All are welcome to join and to attend the
monthly talks which are given by visiting
experts and cover a huge variety of subjects.
The club also organises trips to gardens
and holds plant sales in the village. The next
sale will be in mid-May on Silver Street.
For dates and more information on what's
coming up check the community pages, keep
an eye out for posters around the village or
contact Anne Matthews on 743534.
FACEBOOK: COLERNE COMMUNITY
GARDENING GROUP
Anyone can join this friendly on-line group
of green-fingered parishioners. A great place
to get advice, share your success or to swap
plants and seedlings.
COLERNE ALLOTMENTS
If space is limited and you would like to

‘grow-your-own’ why not put your name down
for an allotment plot? Contact Glyn Thomas
at the allotment or the parish council.
GARDENS TO VISIT NEAR HERE
Enjoy a safe day out even in the current
pandemic, a great way to meet friends and
family while getting some inspiration.
l Bowood House and Gardens, Calne
www.bowood.org
l Iford Manor Gardens, Bradford-on-Avon
www.ifordmanor.co.uk
l Westonbirt Arboretum, Tetbury
www.forestryengland.uk/westonbirt-thenational-arboretum
l American Museum & Gardens, Bath
www.americanmuseum.org
l Kilver Court Gardens, Shepton Mallet
www.kilvercourt.com
l Bristol University Botanic Garden, Bristol
www.bristol.ac.uk/botanic-garden
l Yeo Valley Organic Garden, Blagdon
www.yeovalley.co.uk
l Painswick Rococo Garden, Stroud
www.rococogarden.org.uk

M

For our gardening special, award-winning
Euridge Manor head gardener ANDY WAIN
explains what he looks out for in May

ay is a very exciting month in such as salads, carrots, beetroot, spinach etc.
the garden.
May is also a month when we would be
For me, the month of May keeping a close eye on our first early potato
signals a time for change in the gardens.
crop, to see if they are ready for harvest.
It is that time of year when we tentatively This can vary year on year, depending on
start making the big
the weather – but I don’t
changes from our spring SOME MAY TASKS
think there are many
displays – to our summer l Believe it or not, May can
things better than some
displays. Always keeping often be a time when we begin
new potatoes fresh from
a close eye on the weather pruning back the odd rampant
the garden.
bit of early growth from wisteria
forecast, just in case there (pictured above). If you have the
Elsewhere in the gardens
might be a cheeky frost to odd rogue bit of growth, early in we will be keeping a
catch us out.
close eye on the borders
the season don’t be afraid to cut
Clearing tulips from pots, it back to five buds.
– checking on our taller
replenishing compost in l May is also a great time of
herbaceous
perennials,
the pots – It is important year to apply a slow release
making sure they are
to do this as your summer fertiliser to your lawn, this will
growing nicely into their
bedding plants are going ensure you have a lush green
supports. It is also the
for weeks to come. Slow
to need plenty of energy lawn
time of year when we
release lawn fertilisers are also
for the growing season great as they are less likely to
will give some plants a
ahead, fresh compost is scorch the lush green growth of
bit of a ‘Chelsea chop’
the first key element for your lawn – but always be sure to this helps us keep some
establishing healthy roots. follow the instructions.
of the rampant growth of
Here at Euridge, we l Weeds: little and often, is the
some of our Geraniums
use Melcourt peat free key to keeping on top of weeds
under control, it also helps
compost – we then mix in your garden – just five minutes us stagger and extend the
in Osmocte slow release everyday, will make the whole
flowering season too.
process seem less daunting.
fertiliser to help keep the
As I write this it's still
plants healthy throughout l But the most important task,
April and our wisterias
as any month of the gardening
the summer.
in the gardens are already
year – remember to sit, relax and
This is also the time of enjoy your garden.
beginning to flower, May
year that the vegetable
is usually a fantastic time
garden gets more of our attention, as we start for wisterias at Euridge. Beautiful scented
to make more successional sowings of crops flowers hanging like bunches of grapes.

Life goes on in the school garden

D

One off, weekly or fortnightly
service for friendly and
professional advices

TRISH PHILLIPS explains how Colerne Primary School
has been nurturing learning in the garden

uring lockdown the
gardening volunteers
have been working
hard to keep the school garden
Skilled
Pruning
• Grass cutting
up together so that the children
Felling/Dismantling
• Hedge cutting, trimming
can once again enjoy the
Immaculate Cleaning Up
• Weed control
benefits when it’s safe to do so.
Free Quotations
• General maintenance
The fruit and vegetable parts did quite well
Fully Insured
last year and we were lucky enough to be
• Based locally
able to sell lots of the produce we grew to the
• Highly qualified with 10
villagers via the post office. A huge thank you
years experience
to Julie Bright. The money we raised enabled
us to purchase a wildlife camera for the school.
Last year the gardening team also managed
Email:
to
rejuvenate the gazebo and picnic area.
Joe Thomas
Christine and Mike Rogers, my husband
rawlingsgardencare@gmail.com
Tech Cert (Arboricultural Association)
Paul and I removed the unruly Russian vine
Find us on Facebook
RFS Cert in Arboriculture
from the gazebo. I also planted two rose and
lavender beds. This area has now become a
welcoming place to sit.
The garden also contains some areas that
Oaks Farm Meat Box Delivery
are set aside for wildlife and conservation.
Last year four of the bird boxes were taken
Weekly delivery of locally reared beef, lamb
by blue tits and we’re happy to say that they
and sausages. Our livestock is born and bred
raised their young and fledged. The wild areas
at Oaks Farm and grazes the hillsides and
produced lots of butterflies, grasshoppers
valleys next to Colerne village.
and moths, plus field voles and slow worms.
The Russian vine that we removed from the
Joints, mince, steaks, homemade burgers and sausages, stewing steak
gazebo was made into a ‘dead hedge’ by
and more… choose your own selection to make up a box.
Mike and I’m sure there are lots of creatures
£25 minimum spend, free delivery in Colerne and surrounding area.
living in it by now.
Christine has continued to
Call or email for our information sheet, price list or any queries.
care
for the school chickens,
M: 07843 413139 Email: oaksfarm.colerne@gmail.com
coming to school every day to
 Skilled Pruning
Facebook: @oaksfarmcolerne
feed and water them. She also
The Gooding Family, Oaks Farm, Rode
Colerne SN14 8AR
 Hill,
Felling/Dismantling
looks after the flower borders,
square foot garden and herb
 Immaculate Cleaning Up
beds. She has also planted
 Free Quotations
some lovely displays of spring
bulbs in the planters.
 Fully Insured
Shirley Willcox and I did our
best to keep the vegetable beds
Joe Thomas
tidy during the winter months and
Tech Cert (Arboricultural Association) – RFS Cert in Arboriculture

Tel: 07955035522

01225 571405
07849 248980

01225 571405
07849 248980
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we’re now looking forward to
some warm weather to start our
planting.
So far this year we’ve been
very lucky, because we have
received ten new fruit trees
to add to our orchard and lots
of hedging from the Tree Council. Some of
the hedging and the trees have been planted
and Mike can’t wait to plant the remaining
hedging with the children very soon.
We also had a greenhouse donated to us by
Bobbie Collins, which Christine and Mike
have erected. Thank you Bobbie
This coming term will be quite a challenge
but we are all looking forward to the children
joining us in the garden.
Shirley and I will again help the children
grow fruit and veg. Christine is looking
forward to growing flowers with the children
for the Floral Project and Mike is going to be
sowing wild flowers, repairing bird boxes and
bug houses. Other volunteers have also agreed
to continue helping us on their chosen days.
The Gardening Team would like to thank
lots of people for their help and support during
this past year. In particular Mark Solomon and
the teaching staff for allowing us to continue
in the garden during lockdown. It’s not only
helped us physically but mentally as well.
Thanks also goes to everyone who purchased
plants or produce from us last year.
The next step is to get the children out
in the garden with us and hopefully
that will be at the beginning of
May 2021!
Rest assured that all Covid
restrictions etc will be adhered
to and then we will have some
more lovely produce for you all
to enjoy soon!
Best wishes from Trish and the
School Gardening Team.
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CARVING
out a hobby

Self-taught wood sculptor NICK COZENS explains how his
hobby has spread nationwide

W

ander down Elm Road
and you can’t miss the
giant wooden rabbit
outside the front of number
seven. It is one of hundreds of
wooden sculptures produced by
Nick Cozens who lives there with
his wife Angela.
For generations of motorists in
the parish, Nick is the man who
got them through their driving
test. But when he is not behind
the wheel, he wields a chainsaw
to carve animals and objects.
And he is all self-taught.
Nick grew up locally with his nine sisters and six brothers,
and worked with chainsaws on woodland management in St
Catherine’s Valley before working as a driving instructor.
“The mindset is completely different from driving and that is
what I like,” said Nick. “You are using your brain differently.
I spend a lot of time in a small metal box and so to be outside
carving really helps me.”
Nick started about 12 years ago and his first attempt was an
owl; still one of his favourite animals to carve. “I started
with this little block of wood and the grinder and somebody
saw it and liked it. And then I did another and then someone
asked me to carve something and I was away.”
As well as owls, orangutans and bears, Nick has produced
tables, seats, wizard-like figures and much more. Most are
22

least two feet high and many much more. This is wood
carving on a grand scale.
“There are lots of pieces around here and Bath but I
have pieces all over the country,” he said. “There is
a sea horse in North Yorkshire, meerkats in North
Wales, a totem pole down in Hayling Island.”
However it is very much a labour of love.
“Most of this I just fancy doing it and if somebody
wants to buy it then great,” said Nick. “That is a nice
way round. I want it to remain that way; I don’t want
it to become job.”
Nick sources his wood locally and works on all
different types at the yard which supplies it; chainsaw
carving isn’t enjoyable for the neighbours. Or he might
go on to a site and work on a piece. One family had a
tree cut down by their drive and he turned the stump into
an animal. “That was a bit nerve wracking as you don’t
get any second chances.”
Nick uses a chainsaw to get a rough shape and then
an angle grinder to make the final cuts. He doesn’t
draw out his design first but judges as he goes
along the look and shape of the object. He has to
concentrate that as one part of the chainsaw makes
a cut, another isn’t accidentally making an incision
elsewhere. Knots don’t make a difference, but resin
can and coming across a rotten part will require a
rethink. He is limited by the width of the trunk;
hence no outspread wings on the birds. And limited
by what he can get in the back of his Fiesta.
He has to
He does take requests to train people but worrying
concentrate
that
about others holding a machine with whirring
as
one
part
of
the
teeth takes the fun out of the task – so he keeps
chainsaw makes
the teaching to driving. Navigating the roads with
learner drivers and inconsiderate motorists is
a cut another
stressful enough.
isn’t accidentally
“I just get a lot of pleasure from the wood carving,”
making an incision
said Nick, who has been married to Angela for 39
elsewhere. Knots
years and has three children. “And I look outside
don’t make a
our front window and see the neighbours' kids
difference,
but
playing with the rabbit and it is great.”

resin can and
coming across a
rotten part will
require a rethink.
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CORSHAM

PATIOS
FENCING
CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE
QUOTE - NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Patios • Fence Panelling
Decking • Picket Fencing
Post & Rail fencing • Gates

TEL: 01225 811359

EMAIL: richard@corshamfencing.co.uk
www.corshampatiosandfencing.com

Thickwood Logs

All our logs are
fully seasoned,
locally sourced
at competitive prices.
We deliver to your door,
unload and stack.
Tel: Tom & Kay Hall
01225 743351

At The Vintage Hamper Company we take
pride in creating unique and beautiful hampers.
Every product is handpicked by us and is chosen
for their quality and style. We can supply:
 Delightful vintage English fine bone
china beautifully boxed as gifts
 Bespoke picnic hampers to buy, each
one individual and made truly special
by our beautiful bone china
 A lovely selection of gifts for the home
and garden
 If you are looking for the perfect wedding/
birthday/graduation/retirement/anniversary
gift do visit our website - or our new
little showroom in Colerne
www.thevintagehampercompany.uk
or contact Catherine Hughes by
Calling: 07720 840351
or Emailing:
cathy@thevintagehampercompany.uk
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Nature notes

What’s been spotted and what to look out for
in Colerne gardens this month

Spotting butterfly tips

Butterflies are always welcome to see after the
winter, even though the caterpillars of the Small
White and Large Whites seem to end up eating
more of my allotment brassicas than I do.
I’m still looking for my first Orange
Tipnotes
of 2021,
Nature
even though their favourite, larval foodplant, is
well advanced in the garden.
While providing nectar sources for adult
butterflies is becoming more common, many
of their larval food plants are not. Even a single
plant can support several larvae, though usually
not in the case of the Orange Tip, Anthocharis
cardamines, (the generic name meaning “flowergrace” and the specific name, cardamine,
referring to its preferred larval food plant).
It is only the male that has the characteristic
orange tips to its fore wings, which gives it its
common name and often results in it
being seen (right). The female lacks
these and is far less flamboyant, as
she searches for the larval foodplant
on which to lay an egg, usually singly,
as the larva is often cannibalistic.
The male’s colours are what are called
aposematic, meaning they are a warning
to potential predators. In this case it is
that the butterfly contains smarting mustard
oils passed on to the adult from the larva’s
feeding on plants, such as the cuckoo flower,
(Cardamine pratensis) or Garlic mustard/
jack-by-the-hedge, Alliaria petiolata.
Meanwhile the over-wintering blackcap
from March’s Nature Notes, is still with me,
now in its 14th week.
Chris Woods
Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2021

Returning visitors
The departure north of
the long staying Lapwing
on the 21st March, along
with over around 1,500 Redwing and
Fieldfare, heralded the end of winter.
By the month’s end, returning
Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps had started
singing in Franks Wood. A warm, sunny
day on the 30th prompted an explosion
of Brimstone Butterflies along with a
few Peacocks and Small Tortoiseshells.
Duncan Robertson noted the first
Swallow (above) of the year in the
village, below Chapel Path on the 2nd,
and a steady trickle continued with a
maximum count of 12 feeding over
Trout Lake accompanied by a single
House Martin on the 9th.
Bird of the spring so far
was a Tree Pipit, flying high
over Lower Eastrip on the
6th. Two female Wheatears
were present for the morning
in the fields between Euridge
Manor and Thickwood on the
8th. A first Common Whitethroat
arrived back on the 12th.
Nesting resident birds include
goodies such as Marsh
and Coal Tit, Goldcrest,
Treecreeper and Bullfinch
(left). Sadly the Little
Owls have moved on.

Keith Mortimer
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The seed of a good idea

JOB VACANCY: VILLAGE RANGER
Colerne Parish Council is looking
for a Village Ranger

You will be required to tackle a variety of duties,
including litter clearing, emptying bins, checking
and minor repair to playground equipment,
bins, seats, fences, trees, signs and any other
council property, posting of parish notices, minor
maintenance works at the Old School and to
generally keep our village clean and tidy. Basic
IT skills are also required for the council online
maintenance diary and email communication with
the parish office.
This position will be for 24 hours per week on an
employed basis with occasional overtime.

Interested? If you would like a full job

description contact: clerk@colernepc.uk
Applications must be received by 1st June

I
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IN

n the beginning was the garden and in Live Flowers in Alice in Wonderland.
it “was every tree that is pleasing to the
Mary Lennox has adventures in the
eyes and good for food”. As Adam and eponymous Secret Garden in the Edwardian
Eve found out, gardens are a paradise but it classic.The 10-year-old is sent to live in
is where secrets will out.
the Yorkshire estate after her parents die
In Oscar Wilde’s play, The Importance of of cholera in India. There is escape too for
Being Earnest, the garden allows people Tom in Tom's Midnight Garden. Like Mary,
to escape from the house and gossip and Tom has been sent to stay with relatives. A
be overheard. The orchard garden in clock striking 13 reveals a magical garden
Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre should be a from the past for the lonely boy.
place of sanctuary but is polluted by Mr
The Selfish Giant by Oscar Wilde bans
Rochester’s smoking.
children from his garden and then wonders
The garden is the entry into the illicit. why it is winter all the time.
Romeo makes his way through one to
Gardeners themselves are generally
meet Juliet. Miss Crawford and Edmund trustworthy types. Sam Gamgee in The Lord
find an unlocked garden gate and escape of the Rings is Frodo Baggins’ gardener
in Austen’s Mansfield Park. Mellors and who becomes his batman, and briefly ringConnie in Lady Chatterley's Lover use the bearer. Hagrid is the Keeper of the Keys and
garden for assignations.
Grounds at Hogwarts while the maligned
There is also death. The maze in The Neville Longbottom is particularly adept at
Shining is the end for Jack Torrance. Herbology – the study of magical plants.
The towering Triffids kill victims with
In Jerzy Kosinski’s 1970 satirical novel
a whiplash sting. Agatha Christie’s Mrs Being There, filmed with Peter Sellers,
Marple and John Le Carre’s Justin Quayle Chance the gardener ends up being an
are both amateur gardeners and detectives. advisor to the President.
Gardens feature particularly prominently
You can visit some literary gardens
in children’s fantasy writing such as owned by the National Trust.
Boston’s Green Knowe series or The Little
Vita Sackville-West’s garden is the grand
Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. E P A R I S H M A G A Sissinghurst Castle in Kent. West
Z
RN
Prince Charles may talk to his plants
was a regular visitor to Virginia
but they talk back in the Garden of
Woolf’s Monk’s House in Sussex.
Woolf and her husband spent a lot
of time caring for the garden and
WHAT ARE YOU READING – IN
horticulture features in much of her
YOUR GARDEN OR ELSEWHERE?
writing. This from The Waves:
“Flower after flower is specked on the
Send us 50 word reviews from books
depths of green. The petals are harlequins.
you have read in book groups, picked
Stalks rise from the black hollows beneath.
up from the phone box, swapped or
The flowers swim like fish made of light
borrowed from the library. Contact
upon the dark, green waters. I hold a stalk
details at the front of the magazine.
in my hand. I am the stalk.”
E

Sharon A Whelon, Clerk - Colerne Parish Council

Sex, death and wizards. PHIL CHAMBERLAIN looks at gardens
and gardeners which have featured in literature

SHOPS & BUSINESSES OF COLERNE

12 High Street – part II

L

ast month we heard about the Ings
Store on the High Street which
then passed in ownership to Mr
Moore and in 1932 became Fosters. This
popular general store continued to evolve.
The shop passed through several hands,
Miss Wall and Miss Mason (in the early
1940s), Mr and Mrs Tanner (c 1945 to 1959)
and Les and Edna Atter (1958 to 1971).
Edna Shilcock (formerly Edna Atter)
recalled her time at the shop:
“Mrs Tiley was a good old customer of
ours. She lived in Silver Street and brought
up a family of 10 children. She loved
liquorice so one Christmas we gave her a
whole box to herself. We had many a good
laugh with her. The shop was very rundown
when we took it over. The biscuits were
kept in tin boxes with glass tops, and were
all soft so had to be thrown away. We used
to deliver to an old lady in Slaughterford
whom I think was called Mrs Ball; she was
a good old character with her chickens. We
also delivered to Countess Peter de Salis
at Euridge Manor. Christmas time was the
busiest time of year. We would decorate
the two big windows with fairy lights and
toys. Mrs Knight who lived next door said
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ABOVE LEFT: ATTER’S store. Note that the gap
between 12 High Street and Charterhouse was
filled in. This predated the Atter’s tenure. The
Atters used it largely as a store room.
ABOVE RIGHT: the Atter family, Les, Bob, Edna
and Peter. THE STORES sign was later replaced
by ATTER’S.

she had seen nothing like it in Colerne
before. Customers were heard to comment
‘If you can’t get it in Atters you won’t get
it anywhere else in the village.’ One bad
winter no one could get any deliveries
up from Bath, but the RAF managed to
get us bread and sides of bacon to be able
to carry on.”
Edna’s son Bob Atter recalls moving
from London with his parents when his
dad purchased the shop.
“I was eight years old when my Mother
and Father decided to up sticks from London
where we lived and come to Colerne.
“My father used to work in Fleet Street
on the Evening Standard and in 1958
chose to live out his dream of owning
a village shop. For the princely sum of
£4,500 he bought Tanners shop at 12 High
St. which was a grocery shop. He sold
Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2021

his car and bought a Morris van in which
we travelled from London. I can recall it
snowing on the way down and being so
cold in the back of the van.
“The shop was converted into a house in
the 1990s but I still recall the adventure
in moving into such a large house with
a very large garage up the side and old
outbuildings at the end of the garden, one
being the then disused toilet outhouse.
“My father was Leslie Harold Atter
and one of the first things he did was to
rename the shop THE STORES and put
his name above the shop door LH Atter.
“It was later changed to ATTER’S as
that was as it was known as i.e. ‘go down
to ATTER’S and get some bacon’. This
was a time when self-service was not
heard of. Customers came into the shop
with their shopping list and my mother or
father would go around the shop getting
all the items on their list.
“I remember bacon was delivered as a
1/2 a pig that was hung up in the back
room which dad had to joint and bone
into selling size. Cheese came as a ‘round’
covered in cheese cloth which then was
cut into size and weight with the cheese
wire. Biscuits came in tins and the lid
removed and a glass top fitted. There
used to be about 10 or 12 different types
of biscuit but my favorite was the end tin
were all the broken biscuits were put. I
often helped myself to them.
“The RAF were great customers as

Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2021

ABOVE: Eva Hitch outside Mayhew’s in 1977.
It retained the name ATTER’S.

they collected their cash from the post
office opposite, then afterwards the wife
would come into the shop for the week’s
groceries.
“Telephone orders were taken throughout
the week and my uncle Bert would start
delivering on Thursday afternoons, all
day Friday and Saturday mornings,
his delivery round besides the village,
Thickwood and the camp extended to
Slaughterford, Biddestone, Long Dean,
Castle Combe, Ford and North Wraxall.
“As there were very few cars about then
the shop was the mainstay of the village
but still mum says that a good week’s
takings were £40.”
On the death of Les Atter in 1971
the business was purchased by Arthur
Mayhew. He ran the shop until 1986 when
it was sold to the Jefferies family.
Annette Hitch, with thanks to Bob Atter
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Reliable builder with 40 years of
experience

Brick and Stone Work
Roofing
Carpentry
Woodworm and Damp Proofing
treatment
 Plastering (including Lime Finish)

In need of Building Plans?






Contact Chris for a free quote on
07974 826173
01225 681532
c_case@outlook.com

One big step to aid others

Contact Colerne based John Phillips
Tel no. 07973 509928
Email: buildplans@aol.com

T

www.buildplans.co.uk

Drawings / Plans

CASE & TROTMAN LTD
Colerne

GENERAL BUILDERS
l
l
l
l
l
l

Extensions, Roofing
Loft Conversions
Carpentry

Brick & Stonework

Timber & Damp Proofing

PVC Flat Roofing Systems
FREE ESTIMATES
Liability & Contract Insured

Telephone: 01225 743271
Mobile: 07971 553256
Email: tony.trotman@sky.com
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Photograph: Jody Gaisford, Colerne Photographic Company.

Most aspects of work undertaken

Parish walks to mark charity’s anniversary

his year marks Christian Aid’s 75th
anniversary and throughout that
time it has brought support and hope
to the poorest people around the world.
This year’s featured project aims to
support people in Africa who are facing
poverty, hunger and homelessness because
of climate change. Excessive flooding
followed by periods of drought have
caused devastating crop failures.
Colerne has a tradition of fundraising for
Christian Aid in May. Organisers felt that
this year, because of the pandemic, door-todoor collections would not be appropriate.
Instead some of the group are going to do
a sponsored walk of 55.5 miles around
the local Peacock and Heritage Trails. A
number of people have kindly volunteered
to guide the walks.
Some of the walks will be repeated,
if there is demand. If you would like to
walk with a group on any of these walks
please contact Annette Hitch for details
annettehitch@gmail.com.
Organisers will keep people posted on
their progress by uploading photos to the
Colerne Community website.
If anybody would like to donate to
Christian Aid please go to the just giving
page on-line
Colerne Parish Magazine, March 2021

Janet Anderson-MacKenzie is fundraising
for Christian Aid at https://justgiving.com/
For anyone unable to give on-line, you
can still give cash, by envelope, or by
telephoning 01225 744499. Just £5 could
help towards planting drought resistant
crops while £15 could help towards
building better earth dams so communities
can save more water to grow food.
You can discover more about the work
of Christian Aid on their website www.
christianaid.org.uk
WALK DETAILS
All the walks will be conducted according
to government guidelines. The proposed
dates are:
3 May Colerne to Corsham Peacock Trail 		
9.88 miles or a shorter alternative
Corsham Blue Trail - 4.5 miles
8 May Box Heritage Trail - 4.5 miles
11 May Corsham to Box Peacock - 9 miles
15 May Biddestone Heritage Trail - 6.6 miles
22 May Corsham Red Trail - 5 miles
24 May Biddestone to Corsham Peacock
Trail - 10.3 miles
29 May Corsham Blue Trail - 4.5 miles
31 May Colerne Heritage Trail - 5.7 miles
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Grounds for Optimism – Chapter XLVI

The IRON lady

St Charles Lwanga Roman Catholic Seminary, Katoke, Biharamulo,
Kagera, Tanzania (see map) Fri. 26th January 2018

For regular orders or one-off
backlog clearance.
Professional and flexible service in a
smoke and odour-free environment.
Please call Gilly for prices
and further details.
Free collection and delivery
within Colerne.
Mobile: 07810 248408
Home: 01225 744611

Karen Sayers Limited
Chartered Accountants
Specialising in small businesses
and the self employed

Home & Business

Computing

Support, help and advice
call for a local and friendly service:

Self assessment tax returns
Limited Company statutory accounts
Sole trader accounts
VAT returns
Payroll and bookkeeping

l

Tel: 01225 744355
Email: karensayerslimited@gmail.com
29 Silver Street, Colerne

l

l
l
l
l
l

Purchasing + set up advice
Broadband, Internet + email
Cloud computing
Share Files, photos etc
Defence against the dark arts
Backup valuable information
PC, Mac and phones

Call Ian on 07711 513722 to
talk about what you want and how
I can help, or see our web site
for more information:

www.butterworthconsulting.eu
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Background “The blood of the martyrs is the seed
of the church”. Precisely this happened in East
Africa 1885-87. Fifty noble Bagandan page boys,
a princess and an English bishop were murdered
by Kabaka (“King”) Mwanga II, ruler of Uganda
around Kampala. Less than a century and a half
ago, missionaries came to this 400-year-old central
African kingdom, the world’s oldest unbroken
dynasty. Protestant and Catholic alike, these
converts died in agony and ecstasy. Now they have
schools, universities and seminaries dedicated to
them throughout East Africa. I was to visit one such.
Continuation Wobbling behind my careless motorcycle taxi driver; at the gate two
guards welcomed me, one hurrying my case safely to the rector while the other gently
guided me behind him along the gravel drive.
All was quiet at the end of the teaching week. In the rector’s office stuffed with wellupholstered easy chairs and a sofa, he introduced Joyce Ikila, head of chemistry and
mother of an 18-month-old toddler. She had stayed after lessons so we could set up
tomorrow’s workshop. In just over an hour, we had checked all experiments and set up
the usual oxygen in air demo (see diagram) and Ovan had arrived to check our progress.
When we said we had finished, Joyce collected her son from his temporary nursemaid and
we parted until the next day.
Katoke is a collection of single storey buildings of housing labs, classrooms, dormitories,
monks’ quarters, a school chapel and, nearby on a knoll, the village’s parish church.
There were guest rooms and one suited me well for a shower, snooze and chance of more
bachelor laundry. There was still enough warmth in the sun to dry socks etc on a “temple
tree” before supper.
By 9.15am, 20 delegates – only six with more than five years teaching experience –
were ready to start. More “Sabbato” Christians joined soon afterwards, their Saturday
worship done. (East Africa has a plethora of Christian and Muslim sects, proving Kellett’s
point in “Short History of Religion” that faiths are inherently fissiparous.) Setting up
more steel wool experiments showed the
teachers were fumble-fisted regardless of
years. I guessed they did little practical
and determined to help them gain skill
and confidence to do more.
Lunch from the seminary kitchens was
hearty. We had compared coffee and
alcoholic drinks as beverages so, during
the meal, a loud debate in Swahili
focussed, so far as I could tell, on their
Continued over the page...
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MARSHFIELD

SCHOOL OF

Continued from previous page...

DANCING

PRINCIPAL: Rachel A Hopkins AISTD Dip(NB, TB, MB, IB)
ASSISTANT: Alesha Austen (BAHons Dance)

Established for over 20 Years
Classes take place at the Community Centre, Marshfield Village
Children from 2½ years

psychological rather than physiological or toxicological differences. We drank Bukoban
“Bunena” bottled water. I emphasised how dangerous water rather than beer used to be
before modern sterilisation, filtration and bottling techniques. After lunch we did more
experiments about roasting, grinding, percolating and, for “instant” coffee, drying and
we considered terms of trade and fairness. Ovan came with attendance certificates which
he had counter-signed. Then it was hand-shakes, photo calls, tea, dispersal and the
instigator’s collapse.
Next time – back into Rwanda after Sunday mass.		
Rodney Priest

Ballet, Tap, Modern and Jazz Lessons
Great for Discipline, Musicality and Confidence
All Teachers CRB checked

WALMESLEY BIRTH SIGN

Following on from metal detectorist Anthony
Mim’s article in the April edition with finds related
to the Walmesley family, Brenda Harraway has
been in touch.
Brenda and Peter’s farmhouse at Northwood, on
the right just before you get to Pinewood, has the
initials RW and the date 1890 on its front porch.
This corresponds with the birth of Richard
Walmesley who died at Ypres in 1914.

Morning & Evening Pilates Classes
Exams, Shows or Just for Fun – Saturday Morning and Weekday Lessons
All Abilities Welcome
Call or Email for more Information.

Tel: 0117 961 6557 Mob: 07928 454709
Email: marshfieldschoolofdancing@gmail.com

Colerne After
School Club Ltd

North Wraxall
Pre-School

Ofsted Registered URN: EY494696

Fully Qualified Staff with years of
experience in child care
Collection from Colerne Primary School
Variety of activities for all age groups
Very competitive prices

l

We are open
Monday to Friday:
7.30–8.30am
for Breakfast Club
After School Club hours are:
Monday to Thursday: 3.25–6.00pm
and Fridays: 1.30–4.00pm

l

l
l
l

l

A real countryside setting with fabulous
outdoor space
Less than 5 mins drive from Marshfield
A small, friendly and happy ‘family’ pre-school
Weekly ‘rising 5’ sessions for those
starting school
On-site forest school sessions
Open term time Monday to Friday 9-4pm

North Wraxall Pre-School
The Community Hall, North Wraxall,
Wiltshire, SN14 7AF

Please contact:

Jemma on 07446 447541 or
Bev on 07881 367022
or email cascltd@outlook.com
see our Facebook page:

Colerne After School Club Ltd
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northwraxallpreschool.co.uk
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Award Winning, Family Run,
Farm Shop
Established for over 30 years
Selling Quality Local Produce
Open Daily 9.00am – 5.00pm
10.00am – 4.00pm on Sundays

HOME & LOCALLY REARED
FRESH MEAT, POULTRY & GAME
HOMEMADE SAUSAGES, BURGERS & FAGGOTS

LOCAL CHEESES & HOME COOKED MEATS

LOCALLY GROWN VEGETABLES, FRUIT & SALADS
HOMEMADE CAKES & PIES
LOCALLY MADE CHOCOLATE & FUDGE
FINE WINE, LOCAL ALE & CIDER
PRESERVES & CHUTNEYS
GIFT HAMPERS

Orders now being taken for
Minimum Contact Collection & Delivery

Email orders to sales@allingtonfarmshop.co.uk
www.allingtonfarmshop.co.uk TEL: 01249 658112
Allington Bar Farm, Chippenham, SN14 6LJ

MAKING YOUR MARK

Residents go to the polls on May 6 to vote in two separate elections

R. J. Hill & Son Ltd
(Est. 1955)

Traditional Family Butchers

Payment Cards
now accepted

Beef, Lamb, Pork etc
Bacon & Cooked Meats
Home-made Sausages & Burgers
Personal Service, Parking facilities
Suppliers to Colerne May Fair
and Colerne Bonfire Night

LOCAL DELIVERIES MADE
Market Place, Box
Tel: 01225 742312

COUNTRYWIDE
PRIVATE HIRE

✘✘✘✘✘

Licensed to carry 4 passengers

Meanwhile residents will be able to cast
their votes in two other elections.

Airports

Seaports

l The Wiltshire Council ward of Box

& Colerne is contested by:
Brian Mathew (Liberal Democrats)
Sheila Parker (Conservative Party)

Long/Short Distances

07788 430380
stevebye@talktalk.net
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L

ocal elections for Wiltshire run on a four-yearly basis and
residents will be able to vote in two polls as well as see a
new parish council start work.
Wiltshire operates a two-tier local authority system with parish
and town councils at a local level and a unitary authority covering
the whole of the county. In addition there is an elected Police and
Crime Commissioner. Parliamentary elections run on their own
timetable which rarely coincide with local authority elections.
Colerne Parish Council has 13 seats and an election is only called if 14 or more people are
successfully nominated to stand.
Having recently fallen to just seven councillors, a recruitment drive was launched. As
a result six residents were co-opted on to the council at its April meeting. Co-option is
where the council can ask a resident to fill a vacancy without the need for an election.
The subsequent parish election process means all serving councillors need to seek reelection. Three councillors chose not to stand. Bob Jones served for five years and was
one of the representatives on the Neighbourhood Plan. Jacqui Bradburn served more than
20 years, including a stint as a chair and deputy chair. Dan Prideaux also stood down in
March, after, among other things, leading the recruitment drive.
In the end nine residents were successfully nominated, including some who had been coopted. That was not enough to spark a vote. However, after a complex merry-go-round of
nominations, withdrawals and retirements it means there will be 12 councillors.
The parish council meets on the first Tuesday of the month and at the first meeting in May
members will elect the chair, deputy chair.
PARISH COUNCIL. Elected: Anthony Clarke, Market Place. Lauren Faro, Colerne.
Peter Gooding, Rode Hill. Mike Griffiths, Market Place. Paul Jobbins, Watergates. Anne
Skerrett, Cleaves Avenue. Glyn Thomas, Forrester Green. Dick Tonge, Tutton Hill. Simon
Youdan, Market Place. Co-opted: Helen Ashton, Colerne. Ben Pike, Hitchings Skilling.
Bob Child, Watergates.

l The Wiltshire Police and Crime

Commissioner election is contested by:
Junab Ali (Labour and Co-operative Party)
Julian Malins (Reform UK)
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Brig Oubridge (Green Party)
Mike Rees (Independent)
Jonathon Seed (Conservative Party)
Liz Webster (Liberal Democrats)
The polling station at the village hall will
be open from 7am to 10pm on 6 May. The
counting for the unitary elections takes
place on 8 May and for the Police and
Crime Commissioner on 10 May.
For more information on the elections
visit www.wiltshire.gov.uk/elections-2021
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CONCEPT
FITNESS

65

Specialist senior’s personal trainer for over 65s
• 25 years senior’s health and fitness experience
• For healthy agers to frail senior’s who require assistance
• Neurological disorders
• Falls and balance training
• Zoom classes for the elderly with different levels
Whether you are wanting optimum health and fitness in your
older years or you need help with your independence, call me.
In these strange times, health and fitness has taken on a new meaning.
A fitter body means a healthier immune system.
Find out how I can help you age better and regain your health.

Call Arthur on 07971245221 or email arthur@conceptfitness65.co.uk
Visit me at www.conceptfitness65.co.uk or follow me on

BOX Pharmacy
10 High Street,
Box

Prescription Delivery Service
If you are disabled, housebound or unable to
collect your prescriptions, etc, arrangements
can be made for your order to be delivered
to you by our door-to-door delivery service.

Telephone 01225 742552
for further details

Hazelbury
HealtH
Practice

We offer Homoeopathy and
Kenshin Anma Shiatsu

Kenshin Anma Shiatsu is a wonderfully relaxing and
energising form of massage therapy which is very
ancient, predating even Shiatsu, and works to rebalance
the entire system. Kenshin means ‘essence of health’,
and Anma means ‘spreading peace with the hands’. It
is performed fully clothed and lasts 75 minutes. Anma
is non-diagnostic and is not recommended for pregnant
women or cancer patients.

Laurent and Susan Lacroix hold diplomas in
Anma from Anma France. Susan is also
a registered homoeopath and counsellor and offers
consultations and sessions.

Hazelbury Health Practice
Hazelbury Manor,
Box, Wiltshire SN13 8HX
tel: 01225 810644
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W.F. Dolman & Son
Old Established (1919)
Family Funeral Directors

24-hour Personal Service
7 days a week
Home Visits
Chapel of Rest
Golden Charter Plans Available

9 Walcot Terrace, Bath, BA1 6AB
Telephone: 01225 444110
Email: info@dolmansfuneraldirectors.org.uk
Web: www.dolmansfuneraldirectors.org.uk

Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2021

DOG WALKING

Hayleys.hounds@aol.co.uk
07584 665530
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5. On which continent did broccoli originate?

ish

✁
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4. Which kings lived at Kew Palace at Kew Gardens?

6. Which garden plant in the 17th century was exchanged as a form of currency?

7. Often called England’s greatest gardener, what is Capability Brown’s given first name?
8. Which artist and which band both had hits with songs called ʻsunflower’?
9. Which film and stage musical featured a plant called Audrey?

10. The Hanging Gardens of Babylon were supposedly in Babylonia.
In which country would Babylon be today?
11. Which former Chancellor alluded to the
‘Green Shoots of Recovery’?

CROSSWORD CLUES

Across
13. What sport would you be watching if you 		 1 Offspring of a donkey and a horse (4)
were at Sophia Gardens?
3 Inflammation of a nerve (8)
9 Eg a tuatara (7)
14. Graeme Garden was a member of which 		 10 Glove puppet bear (5)
comedy trio of the 70s?
11 Daughter of Judy Garland (4,8)
15. ‘One, two. Freddie’s coming for you’ is a 		 14 Students' union (1,1,1)
16 ___ B. DeMille: US film director (5)
rhyme from which classic horror film?
17 Famous Elvis Costello song (3)
18 Actress in Good Will Hunting (6,6)
QUICK CROSSWORD
21 ___ Baggins: protagonist of The Hobbit (5)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
22 Jonathan ___ : British triple jumper and
world record holder (7)
8
23 Social activities after a day on the
9
10
slopes (5-3)
24 Garment worn in ancient Rome (4)
Down
11
12
1 US state whose capital is Annapolis (8)
2 Jennifer ___ : US actress and singer (5)
13
4 Female sheep (3)
14
15
16
17
5 Actor who played Maximus in Gladiator (7,5)
6 ___ and Cressida: Shakespearean tragedy (7)
7 Eyelid infection (4)
18
19
8 US tennis player who won Wimbledon
twice (5,7)
20
12 Mother-of-pearl (5)
21
22
13 US state whose capital is Lincoln (8)
15 Ben ___ : US actor in Zoolander (7)
19 Star sign (5)
20 Swedish pop group (4)
23
24
22 Large deer (3)
Across
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3. Which plant takes its name from the Italian phrase for beautiful women?

1 - Offspring of a donkey and a horse (4)
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IZ

2. How can you tell the age of a tree?

tb

1. The love apple is the original name for what?

U

Music special issue l A Day in the Life
l The Gargoyles return l Pet Pictures!

?

GARDENING, PLANTS AND ALL MATTERS HERBIVOROUS

12. Who wrote ʻThe Constant Gardener’?

NEXT MONTH

l

MAY QUIZ

Se

1. GOLGOTHA
2. SOUTH AFRICA RUGBY UNION
3. THE VERNAL EQUINOX
4. THE PRODUCERS
5. BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN
6. FLORA
7. 5TH AVENUE NEW YORK (Since 1870's)
8. FABERGE
9. 80 MILLION
10. TS ELIOT
11. PUFFLING
12. SEPTEMBER
13. 11 (Disciples minus Judas!)
14. STEWART LEE
15. DUBLIN

Q

APRIL’S CROSSWORD
& QUIZ ANSWERS

Down

1 - US state whose capital is Annapolis (8)

3 - Inflammation
of a with
nerve (8)
- Jennifer
___ : US actress and singer (5)
Take
this page
all the correct answers 2and
your
9 - Eg a tuatara (7)
4 - Female sheep (3) Name:..................................................................
contact
details to the Post Office by the 15th
of
- Glove puppet bear (5)
Actor who played Maximus in Gladiator (7,5)
the10 month
to enter the draw to be named the5 - May
11 - Daughter of Judy Garland (4,8)
(7)
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May 2021 6 - ___ and Cressida: Shakespearean
Contact tragedy
number:................................................
WINNER
next
month’s
Magazine.
14 - Students' union (1,1,1)
7 - Eyelid infection (4)
16 - ___ B. DeMille: US film director (5)

8 - US tennis player who won Wimbledon twice (5,7)

DIRECTORY OF VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Badminton Club
D Pearson – 858293
Bellringers & Handbells
Jacqui Bradburn, 8 Fosseway Close – 743041
Colerne After School Club Ltd
Bev Stickley – 07881 367022
Colerne Air Training Corps
Flt Sgt Clarke – 01225 743988 – 93df@aircadets.org
Colerne Army Cadet Force
SSI Alan Bell – 07812 744480
Colerne Crazy Quilters
Julie Burgess – 743999
Colerne Evangelical Church (FIEC)
Revd Jonathan Sell – 744463
Colerne Gardening Club
Ann Matthews – 743534
Colerne Golf Society
Hon Sec: Rob Gray – 01249 820171
Email – robgray13@sky.com
Corsham and Colerne Military Wives Choir
corshamandcolerne@militarywiveschoirs.org
Colerne Musical Theatre
Pete Green, 9 Bellott Drive, Corsham SN13 9UQ –
01249 715657
Colerne Panthers Mini Rugby
colernepanthers@gmail.com
Colerne Rugby Club
Hon Secretary: John Hutchinson – 742137
Email – john.hutchinson1957@gmail.com
Conservative Association
Dick Tonge, Bank House, Tutton Hill – 742631
Constitutional Club
High Street – 07768 341130 or 742197
Cotswold AONB Voluntary Warden
Dave Wright – 811574
Encore Musical Cabaret & Concert Group
Peter Clare, 44 Valley Way, Thickwood – 743727
FC Colerne Colts
Paul Carey – 07786 745165
Friends of Colerne Church
Ray Barker, 6 Fosseway Close – 743402
Guide Groups
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides:
Helen Atter, Trunnells Barn, High Street – 742912
Hawk & Owl Trust East Bath Area Group
Mike Rogers – 744290
History Group
Eileen Collins, 5 Chapel Path – 744266
Hive Information Officer
Amy Tuck – 07973 723221
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Jumping Jacks (Parent & Toddler Group)
Nikki Jenner – 01225 571506
Labour Association
Chris Phillips, 28 Round Barrow Close – 742755
Liberal Club
22 High Street – 07799 558489
Liberal Democrats
Dr Brian Mathew – 07771 607983
Email – brianmathew@northwiltslibdems.org.uk
LINK (Community Service)
Transport – 07970 617617
Luncheon Club
Lavinia Wilson – 742417
Playgroup
Old School, Vicarage Lane – 744885
Parish Council
Sharon Whelon, Council Office,
Old School, Vicarage Lane – 742207
Primary School
Headteacher: Mr Mark Solomon – 742367
Primary School PTA - FRESCO
Tessa Armstrong – armstrongtess@gmail.com
Police Community Support
To report incidents or crimes – tel. 101
Other matters, eg information, email:
CPTNorthWiltshire@Wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
Royal British Legion
General Matters – Paul Jobbins – 745839
Contact Centre helpline – 0808 802 8080
from 8.00am to 8.00pm, 7 days a week
Scout Groups
Group Scout Leader: Jackie Bicknell – 743383
Scout Leader: Rob Featherstone – 743044
Cub Scout Leader: Katherine Manuel –744615
Beaver Scout Leader: Jo Jackson – 01249 716647
Village Hall Association
Anne Nicholas – 744544
Email – secretarycolvhall@yahoo.com
Village Hall Bookings
Sheila Nicholas – 744544
Email – colernevhall@yahoo.co.uk
Women’s Institute
Norma Burgess, Summerhayes, Washmeres –
744612
Useful Colerne Telephone numbers
Premier Stores – 742147
Flower Shop – 744153
Fox & Hounds – 744847
Six Bells – 742413

Hairdresser – 743736
Bright’s Village Store
and Post Office – 742858
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Swim with Puddle Ducks
at Ashwicke Hall School, Marshfield
Gentle baby and
toddler classes on
Friday mornings,
from age 12 weeks
to 4 years
We also offer expert lessons for
ages 4 - 10 years after school
on Wednesdays

Puddle Ducks Bristol and Bath

t: 0117 9717165
bristolandbath@puddleducks.com www.puddleducks.com/bb
Colerne Parish Magazine, May 2021
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AL FRESCO
DINING AT
THE BRASSERIE
Open Wednesdays to Sunday’s with a
seasonal menu and weekend brunch menu
to compliment the Great British outdoors

FOR RESERVATIONS
CALL US : 01225 742 777

