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The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Colerne 
A member of the Lidbrook Group of Churches 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd Dr Janet Anderson-MacKenzie 

The Vicarage, Church Lane, Box, Wilts SN13 8NR 
Tel. 01225 744458  Email: janet@anderson-mackenzie.co.uk

Ministry Team
Revd Clair Southgate          Mrs Margaret Edmonds 

Churchwardens
Rob Featherstone, 47 Round Barrow Close, SN14 8EF 

Tel: 01225 743044  Email: rob.featherstone4@gmail.com 
Karen Brzezicki, The Stables, 11 Trimnells, Colerne, SN14 8EP 

Tel: 01225 744499  Email: karen@brzezicki.co.uk

 For enquiries to hire the Parish Church for a community event, contact the Churchwardens
To arrange a Baptism, please contact the Vicar or the Churchwardens

To arrange a Marriage, contact Celia Batterham, celia@washmeres.co.uk or 01225 744809
To arrange a Funeral or make an application for a churchyard memorial,   

contact Ray Barker, ray262@btinternet.com or 01225 743402 or 07768 500684

Website: www.colerneparishchurch.org.uk

Magazine Committee 
Editorial Team

Phil Chamberlain (07793 018283) Email: editorial.colernemag@gmail.com
Kathryn Houldcroft (744006) Email: editorial.colernemag@gmail.com

Lavinia Wilson (742417) Email: Lavinia.wilson@valecourt.org
Design and production 

Liz House (740098) Email: design.colernemag@gmail.com

Advertising
Celia Batterham (744809) Email: celia@washmeres.co.uk

Distribution: Rosemary Sadler (742531) 

Facebook page: @ColerneParishMagazine

CHURCH FLOODLIGHTING 
Anyone wishing to arrange for the Church Floodlighting to be turned on should contact 
Derek or Julie Burgess on 743999 or 07470 031062 or at del.burgess@gmail.com

Front cover: By Jody Gaisford, Colerne Photographic Company, of local band Bottle of Dog, read an 
interview with them on p.28. The image was taken meeting lockdown guidance.
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SERVICES FOR JUNE
During June we have planned a simple service of  

holy communion at St John the Baptist Parish Church at: 
9. 30am each Sunday  and  9.45am each Thursday

We also have a number of ZOOM services in the Lidbrook Group of Churches,  
please contact Rob Featherstone, see p.3 contact details.

★ ★ ★ 
When attending a service in the church please bring and wear a face covering unless you 
are officially exempt. Access to the church and services are subject to guidance from the 

Government and National Church. Please keep an eye on the notice boards near the church for 
further and more up to date information on services and openings for private prayer.

★ ★ ★

FROM THE REGISTERS
11 May – Funeral service and Burial – Francesca Jane BROOKES

COLERNE VILLAGE HALL ASSOCIATION 
The Hall should be re-opening on 21st June so the AGM will take place on 

Tuesday 29th June starting at 7.30pm. This meeting is open to any resident over 
the age of 18 and it is a chance to learn how the Hall is managed and bring any 

new ideas or recommendation to the Committee’s attention.
If you are interested in helping to run this major village facility then  

please come along. We would be delighted to see more residents attend and  
take an interest.

If you cannot attend the meeting but still wish to become involved then please 
email secretarycolvhall@yahoo.com or call 744544.

For information regarding the Village Hall then please visit  
our website www.colvhall.co.uk

COLERNE EVANGELICAL CHURCH
CHAPEL PATH, COLERNE

www.colerne-evangelical-church.co.uk

All are welcome!

Outdoor services at  
Chapel at 3pm every Sunday,  

restrictions permitting

Minister: Revd Jonathan Sell  
744463

One off, weekly or fortnightly 
service for friendly and  

professional advice
 •  Grass cutting
 •  Hedge cutting, trimming
 •  Weed control 
 •  General maintenance 
 •  Based locally 
 •  Highly qualified with 10  
     years experience

Tel: 07955035522
Email: 

rawlingsgardencare@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook

CORRECTION
In an article in the May edition of the Parish Magazine we incorrectly said in the headline and 
picture caption that a Hercules aircraft had crashed. As the story made clear, we should have 

referred to a Hastings aircraft. We apologise for any distress caused by this error.

At The Vintage Hamper Company we take 
pride in creating unique and beautiful hampers. 
Every product is handpicked by us and is chosen 
for their quality and style. We can supply: 
 Delightful vintage English fine bone

china beautifully boxed as gifts
 Bespoke picnic hampers to buy, each

one individual and made truly special
by our beautiful bone china

 A lovely selection of gifts for the home
and garden

 If you are looking for the perfect wedding/
birthday/graduation/retirement/anniversary 
gift do visit our website - or our new
little showroom in Colerne

www.thevintagehampercompany.uk
or contact Catherine Hughes by 

Calling: 07720 840351
or Emailing: 

cathy@thevintagehampercompany.uk 
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As we start to think about re-opening it 
is time to find a new team of volunteers 
to take over the running of the group. 
This includes opening up, the set up 
and pack down of toys, buying and 
preparing snacks, collecting money and 
communicating with the Village Hall 
Committee.

Ideally these roles need to be shared 
between a group of volunteers (parents, 
carers, grandparents).

We have an accommodating contract 
with the Village Hall and a room full of 
toys ready to be played with!

If you’d like to get involved please 
contact Anna Atter by email anna.hext@
gmail.com or telephone 07793543919.

WALKING TO COMBAT POVERTY
Residents who walked footpaths in the parish to raise money for a 
good cause have collected more than £800.
As part of Christian Aid month, parishioners from our Parish Church 

were sponsored to walk several trails between Colerne, Corsham and Biddestone.
By mid May £852 had been collected and people can donate to https://www.justgiving.
com/fundraising/janet-anderson-mackenzie2.
The money will be used to alleviate poverty worldwide.
Karen Brzezicki said: “We are so grateful to all who have given and all who have 
walked. So proud of the generous people of Colerne.”

Volunteer call out
Jumping Jacks Baby and Toddler Group is 

a long running group that has seen many 
children through its doors. Open every 
Friday morning in term time at Colerne 
Village Hall it’s an invaluable resource, 
especially for new parents/carers.

WISH YOU WERE HERE
The magazine would like to feature stories about people who used to live in the parish but 
have now moved away.

Do you have friends or relations who grew up or lived locally with whom you are still 
in touch?

We’d like to hear their stories and tell them in the magazine.

Drop us a line on 07793018283, email: editorial.colernemag@gmail.com or via Facebook  
@ColerneParishMagazine 

LINK
Box, Colerne 

& Rudloe
 

Our Good Neighbours’ 
Organisation 

for anyone in need of help 

Just ring and ask 
Tel: 07970 617617 

Monday – Friday 9.00am–5.00pm 

www.boxlink.org.uk

Your Local Salon

01225 743736
38 High Street

WE ARE OPEN
Tues 8.30 to 2.30 

Thurs 8.30 to 5  (later if busy)

Fri 8.30 to 6 (later if busy)

Sat 8.30 to 2 (3pm if busy)

Olaplex now available

Many thanks for your  
continued support.

Colerne Liberal Club – 22 High Street

The Club is re-opening on Friday June 4th 
Initially Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturday evenings

We look forward to welcoming old members as well as first-time visitors.
Half-price subscriptions until renewal on 31st March 2022.

✪  All the traditional Lib Club draught beers, drinks and nibbles 
in the traditional Lib Club atmosphere.

✪  Plus bands, skittles, darts, pool and crib.
✪  Premises refurbished from top to bottom – we’ve even fixed the roof !

Keep an eye on the Club website at http://www.libclubcolerne.co.uk for latest updates 
also on Facebook at Colerne Community Pages
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My typical day starts at 6am, 
waking up the rest of the family 
to get everyone ready. First thing 

is take our dog, Milo, out  for a quick walk 
and then head back to make breakfast for 
the girls and lunch for us all.

We set off at around 7:40, drop off our 
girls at their auntie’s house for their lift 
to school and head to open up the store. 
We have a little time for Chris and I on 
our own to run through the morning tasks 
before unlocking the door and welcoming 
our first customer of the day. 

Since Chris has joined me at the shop, 
I’ve been able to concentrate more on the 
post office side of the business while he 
takes over the shop activities. Before we 
know it, the daily deliveries arrive. We 
have lovely fresh fruit and vegetables, 
then the oh-so-delicious cakes that we 
have to stop ourselves from eating! We 
have worked hard at making the store a 
place where our customers can buy fresh 
and locally sourced produce.

We see many of our customers on a daily 
basis, and have really started to feel a part 
of their lives. With time to talk, we hear of 
happy moments, annoyances, gripes and 
groans of ill health, birthday celebrations, 
baby arrivals. We love it all! And we 
really have been made to feel welcome 
and supported.

By lunchtime, we will have put all 

deliveries out and will be starting to 
think about the following day, running 
through our check-list of customer 
orders, making calls and emails to all the 

different companies. Then it’s printing off 
the round sheets for the home deliveries 
for the following morning. We put all the 
orders of milk/bread/magazines/eggs etc 
out the back ready for Antony and Mike 
our (priceless) early morning delivery 
men. Their day starts at the crack of dawn 
and they deliver to the village Thickwood 
and the far side of North Colerne. 

Before we know it, it’s 2pm and we 
realise we have yet to eat our lunch. We 
scramble a couple of bites before the 
next customer comes in. Before long 
I’m starting to prepare everything ready 
for Tony our postman who collects all of 
our deliveries, bagging up all parcels into 
their separate categories, printing off all 
the paperwork to file, bagging up cheques 
and finally making sure our special 
delivery parcels are signed off ready for 
their early next-day arrival.

While I’m doing this, Chris will have 
headed off to pick up our two girls, Maddison 
and Evie-mae, and their cousin Ben from 
school, drop them home, and come back to 
join me to cash up and close up.

Once home, it’s a quick rush around 
to put some dinner together before 
flying back out again to take our girls to 
gymnastics, dancing or wherever they 
need to go. When we get home it’s a case 
of catching up on paperwork and finally 
flopping on the sofa before retiring to bed 
ready to do it all again tomorrow.

Working seven days a week is tiring, but 
I enjoy every minute of it and am so happy 
I took the plunge back in November. 
Lockdown changed our lives, like it did 
for many people.

I had previously worked as manager of 
a lodge and two Bed & Breakfast rooms 
in Bradford on Avon. Lockdown saw us 
close and like the rest of this industry 
we were hit very hard. With dates for re-
opening unclear and all the risks involved 
with social distancing and the uncertainty 
I started to rethink my career.

I looked at various courses to re-train 
and tried hard to think about what I had 
always wanted to do. At the same time, 
we heard that Emma (Colerne’s previous 
postmistress) had been thinking about 
selling up and moving on, and it got 
me wondering if this could be for me? 
Needless to say I spent hours discussing 
it with Chris and my family, weighing it 
all up, then we made our final decision 
to take it on. Panicking if we had done 
the right thing, I worried constantly until 
it had gone through – and for the first 
couple of months afterwards! 

Now it all feels like an old pair of 
slippers, just comfortable. So much so 
that my other half Chris decided to take 
redundancy from his career and come and 
join me. We haven’t throttled each other 
yet, so success! The great thing about 
working with your partner is that you 
both have the same passion to want to 
see the business become successful and 
last us (hopefully) into our retirement. 
We feel very fortunate to have a growing 
number of amazing staff who help keep 
the business ticking over, and of course 
the support of our customers.

As told to Sue Jones.
● Bright’s Village Store, High Street, Colerne 
– open seven days a week.

Julie took over Colerne’s Post 
Office in 2020 and has expanded 
the business into a true village store 
selling a variety of local produce.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF…

Julie BRIGHT
OWNER OF BRIGHT’S VILLAGE STORE

Working seven days a week is tiring, but I enjoy 
every minute of it and am so happy I took the plunge 

back in November. Lockdown changed our lives, 
like it did for many people.

QUICK FIRE QUESTIONS

Q: Who would play you in the film about 

your life? 

A: Sandra Bullock - Chris chose that answer!

Q: Tell us a secret skill you have? 

A: I train at adult gymnastics and entered the 

British championships, coming 5th in my age 

category. 

Q: What is your first memory of Colerne?

A: Falling over running down the path of Moon 

Close from my Nan and Gramps house with my 

brother and splitting my lip open, still have the 

scar today.

Q: What was the first film you went to see?

A: Labyrinth with my brother and my Dad at 

Chippenham cinema. 

Q: What sports team do you follow? 

A: Marshfield U12 Girls.
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17(17) Toyota Prius Business Edition Plus Hybrid Auto 
 In Grey, Full History, Many Extras………………......................................................£11995

18(18) Honda Jazz 1.3 i-Vtec EX, 
 5Dr, in Red, Climate, Cruise, Bluetooth, EW, EM, 10232 miles…….…£10495

17(17) Hyundai i10  1.0 SE, 
 5Dr, in Blue, Bluetooth, Cruise, DAB, EW, A/C, CL etc……...............………£6795

62(13) Nissan Juke 1.6 Acenta Auto 
 In Grey, Bluetooth, Cruise, EW, EM, CL etc……….....................................………£5995

It’s time to get wild in the country! 

Sign up to the Wild Colerne Facebook page; follow us on Instagram; 
phone 07858 581665 or email us at members@wildcolerne.org for 

more information and to be added to our mailing list. 

Have you been struck by the 
beauty of our valley over the last 
year? Well lockdown has certainly 
given us the opportunity. But if the 
Pandemic has taught us anything 
it is that we can’t take things for 
granted.   

Wildcolerne.org is a forum for us 
to celebrate the space we have and 
create yet more for nature in and 
around Colerne. 

We can’t stop them cutting down 
trees in the Amazon - but we can 
certainly do our bit right here by 
kickstarting projects to enhance and protect our bit of the natural world for the future. 
Frank’s wood is a perfect example of how one person can make a huge difference to a 
community. We can act locally even as we think globally.

Let’s
• Celebrate the beauty of nature by documenting our 

local finds through photography or art. 
• Identify areas in our village where we can create and 

enhance habitats for wildflowers, insects and birds.  
• Create working groups for specialist areas of interest 

for e.g. planting trees, hedges or wildflowers. 
• Build a ’Seed Library’ to share surplus seeds and 

plants. 
• Share nature knowledge and expertise 

CELEBRATING & CREATING 
SPACE FOR NATURE

11Colerne Parish Magazine, June 2021
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Since our open Zoom meeting in January, 
Colerne CLT has been accepted by the 

FCA as a fully incorporated Community 
benefit Society.

Members of the core steering group 
have been named as the trustees and will 
act as caretakers until it is possible to 
have a full AGM.

Meanwhile, in the spirit of transparency 
which we strive to uphold, and despite 
Covid restrictions, all members of the 
public and existing members are invited to 
join the caretaker trustees for their board 
meetings which occur roughly monthly on 
a Thursday evening.

Email if you would like to be sent the 
Zoom link for the next meeting on 10th June 
(address below). We hope to resume meeting 
in person at the Liberal Club thereafter.

The Parish Council has kindly agreed 
to act as our interim banker until the slow 
process of obtaining a community bank 
account is completed. This means we are in 
a position to receive donations and grants to 
help pump-prime our activities.

If you would like to offer a donation, 
however small, this will help us to stay afloat 
until the first major project comes on stream.

SOME GREAT NEWS!
Marshfield has just received planning 
permission for their CLT development 
of 18 properties, after four years of 
hard work without the support of 
a Neighbourhood Plan. They have 
partnered with a housing association 
that specialises in low energy homes.

The National CLT, to which we are 
affiliated, provides some exciting free 
training to help us learn more about what 
is involved in housing development, 
partnering a housing association and the 
like. If any of our members are interested 
in participating in these, please email us and 
we will keep you posted.

WHAT NEXT?
One very exciting development has 
emerged through the Centre for Sustainable 
Energy. They are encouraging local CLTs 
to become involved in schemes to support 
retrofitting of existing properties in response 
to climate change. We have signalled our 
interest in involvement with a joint project 
between Bath Community Energy and the 
C.H.E.E.S.E. project in Bristol (look them 
up; a really credible community focused 
energy and heating project).

If successful, we would provide the 
volunteer local advocates supporting 
trained technicians who can fully assess the 
heat loss issues and remedial solutions for 
existing housing.

As a large rural village with varied 
housing types, we would be a good 
example to add to their existing successes 
in city areas. It also allows the CLT to 
become active in housing matters in a 
way that truly serves the community. This 
would happen in the autumn.

Meanwhile, we continue to compile the 
necessary policies and procedures for 
becoming more active, and are now open to 
any invitations from landowners in ‘Open 
Countryside’ areas for some partnership 
that can deliver a small development for our 
essential community needs.

Jane Mellett, CLT Secretary

For more information:
email:  info@colerneclt.uk
website:  www.colerneclt.uk

Community Land Trust making a mark
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Old School, Vicarage Lane. Clerk: Sharon Whelon: 01225 742207 
e: clerk@colernepc.uk
Village website: www.colerne-pc.gov.uk NEWSCOLERNE 

PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council welcomes 
new members and Chairman
There has been a major change in the structure of Colerne Parish Council. Two 
long serving Councillors, Cllr Jacqui Bradburn and Cllr Robert Jones have retired. 
Cllr Dan Prideaux has also stood down. Derek Bright has also announced that he will retire 
from his post as village caretaker. 
We are more than fortunate to see seven new councillors ride into town. They bring a 
wealth of new experience and vigour to allow the Council to improve the facilities for our 
residents. Welcome! 
At the APM on 4th May a new Chair was voted in - Paul Jobbins, who has served for a 
number of years as a parish councillor.
Thanks to former Councillors Dan Prideaux, Bob Jones and Councillor Bob Child created a 
successful advertising campaign, and a number of candidates came forward to fill vacancies 
on the Council. Cllrs Clarke and Tonge have had the opportunity to speak with all of them, 
as has Dan. They have all been co-opted onto the council. 
The new councillors are :-
• Helen Ashton, who has a particular interest in recreational facilities.
• Simon Youdan, has a background in building and IT.
• Anne Skerrett, who has been involved with the Martins Croft Play Area.
• Mike Griffiths, a former councillor - obviously missed us.
• Lauren Faro, who lives in Thickwood and has an interest in environmental issues.
• Ben Pike, is married to Natalie who runs the Village Café and is imbedded in Colerne life.
• Peter Gooding, has been a Councillor in the past. He is a farmer in the parish and will

represent the quite large number the residents who live outside the three main settlements.

With lock-down easing, is anyone up for a litter-pick?
There are some areas that are in dire need of a clear up - the 
lay-by on the C151 towards Vinyards, and the far corners 
of the Rec, and I’m sure there are more - so we welcome 
suggestions. It’s a little late to spot litter along the verges as 
Spring growth is full on.
We have bin bags, gloves and litter pickers - but do 
bring your own gloves and hi-vis jacket/tabard if 
possible.
If you’re interested meet in Walmesley Garden, 
Market Place, 10am Saturday 5th June.

Old School re-opening for bookings
The Old School Rooms, Vicarage Lane, are re-opening following closure due to COVID-19, 
and are available to hire.  
The Parish Council’s Old School building has two rooms available to hire; the Upper and 
Middle halls. The halls sit within the charming Victorian Old School building and were 
converted into community rooms as part of the Parish Council’s  renovation of the building 
in 2009. The rooms now form an integral part of Colerne’s regular community activities 
including hosting the Colerne Community Cafe, Link Coffee morning, After School Club and 
Old School Playgroup.
Email support@colernepc.uk or call the Parish Council office on 01225 742207 for information 
on room bookings and hiring charges.

Climate Strategy Working Group
A new working group has been formed by the PC to discuss the questions put forward by 
Wiltshire Council ahead of their Climate Strategy meeting on 20 May (listed below), as well 
as to identify some key issues to focus on as a group. 
1. What do you feel are the 3 priorities for Wiltshire (not just the council) in becoming carbon
neutral by 2030?
2. Does the organisation you represent have carbon neutral targets? If so, what are they?
3. In what way could you support Wiltshire Council’s Climate strategy?
It was agreed that we should not be too pressurised by Wiltshire Council’s questions but that 
we should be developing our own local strategy.

Cotswold Voluntary Wardens
The month of May and the Cotswold Warden 
teams have been busy restoring dry stone walls 
at Northwood Farm and Euridge Manor Farm.
They have mounted a plaque to commemorate 
the life of Russell Harding in the dry stone wall 

at the entrance to Franks Wood.
The Tuesday Tramps will re-start from 1 June 2021 - the 
booking system for the walks is available here: www.
cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/guided-walks/
Please note that due to the current COVID ‘track and trace’ 
conventions, anyone wishing to join the walk is asked to 
book well before the walk day.
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Parish MagazineColerne

MUSIC SPECIAL
MUSIC SPECIAL

CAN'T BEAT 
COLERNEPut the headphones on. 

Drop the needle on the 

record. Press shuffle.
Stream. Welcome to our music special.

For a community of this size, Colerne has an 
impressive musical pedigree.

We have people in bands writing songs and 
performing live and people whose job it is to make sure the 
sound, lighting and staging for the biggest acts is just right. 
You can read about a couple of our bands on pages 28/29.

There is the Military Wives Choir and school choir and 
you can find about the experience of singing in a group 
on page 18. Perhaps one of the most complex pieces of 
machinery in the parish is the five ton church organ (read 
about that on page 21).

The Lib, Con and Fox & Hounds all have a long tradition 
of showcasing bands. A few years back a tousled-haired 
jazz pianist from Sheldon School started playing at the 
Fox and Hounds. If you want to know what happened to 
Jamie Cullum read on....

It is not just in the pubs and clubs that you will hear music. 
It is there on Remembrance Day courtesy of the Royal 
British Legion. Thanks to our dedicated bell-ringers we 
hear it on Sundays, special days and Wednesday evenings.

You can tune in to radio stations and hear residents who 

host music shows (want to know how, see page 
35). And there is the Colerne Musical Theatre’s 
annual musical extravaganza. Find out more 
about them on page 19.

We have had folk bands and Elizabethan 
singers in the past and right now the next crop of 
musicians are being taught at the primary school. 
Find out how that happens on page 27.

Perhaps there is something in the air because 
Colerne is in a rich musical area.

Peter Gabriel’s Real World Studios at Box 
attracts bands from across the globe and the former 
Genesis frontman lives locally. Closer to home, 
Goldfrapp rented a house in Thickwood to record 
their first album (read about that on page 31).

Further abroad, Stranglers’ lead singer Hugh 
Cornwell and Midge Ure from Ultravox live 
near Box. Duran Duran bassist John Taylor has 
a splendid mansion at South Wraxall while Pink 
Floyd drummer Nick Mason lives in Corsham.

Swindon’s XTC and Bath’s Tears for Fears are 
just two of the acts who achieved global stardom 
after starting locally.

We’ve only given you a sample. If you have 
your own musical memories or sound tips you 
want to share please contact us and we’ll include 
it in the next issue. See p.3 for contact details.

COLERNE PLAYLIST

We’ve put together a Spotify playlist to accompany our music special. From Solsbury 
Hill to Golden Brown it also takes in tracks from Colerne bands The Poets, Bottle of 

Dog and Stuart Rolfe. Other acts include Chippenham’s Gabrielle Aplin, The Propellerheads 
from Bath. Bruce Springsteen, who stayed at Lucknam before performing at Glastonbury, is 
represented. And there are classic tracks about village life and, of course, donkeys.  
●  Find it at: https://tinyurl.com/ColernePlaylist

REMEMBER WHEN … 
A STAR GOT HIS START
Jamie Cullum was born in Essex, but grew 
up in Hullavington when his father began 
working in Swindon. Jamie’s piano playing 
was pretty much self-taught and one of 
the places where he developed his skills 
was at the Fox & Hounds in Colerne.

The former Sheldon School pupil is still 
remembered by residents.

Sarah Edmonds recalls seeing Jamie 
the evening of a May Fair while Carol 
Harding remembers : “Russell and I were 
there the first time Jamie played in the 
jazz band that were performing that 
evening. He was just brilliant and still is.”

Age Wiltshire came to 

Colerne in April to provide 

music for people in their 

own homes.

A musical duo played 

a selection of pieces 

to residents in Martins 

Croft, Hitchings Skillings, 

Fosseway Close, Forrester 

Green and Thickwood.

Pictured is Jean Tiley 

from Hitchings Skillings.

MUSIC ON THE DOORSTEP

Photographs: Jody Gaisford, Colerne Photographic Company.
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TO SERVE:
●  Sprinkle generously with the magic of theatre
●  When ready, share with your friends and neighbours. 
CMT are looking forward to sharing their new Panto – ‘A Village Tale’- with 
you all 27th, 28th and 29th of January 2022!

Don't have the confidence to sing 
outside of the shower?  Think again.

I’ve sung with choirs of all shapes and 
sizes, the largest being the BBC Symphony 
Chorus. I have come to realise that music, 
and singing in particular, is something that 
not only brings me joy, but actually serves 
as a kind of therapy. It’s probably the only 
time where my brain is totally immersed in 
one single activity.

After an hour of good breathing, making 
music with others, and the socialising that 
is an inevitable part of being in a choir, I 
feel fabulous. 

I am of the firm belief that everyone 
should feel able to sing. The confidence 
and sense of happiness it will give you is 
invaluable. Maybe it should be prescribed 
by the NHS?

You don’t necessarily have to be able to read 
music, and even if you can’t sing a note in 
tune there is a choir for you! There are choirs 
for toddlers right through to the elderly. 
Some are small chamber choirs where you 
can really make a difference. Others are large 
choirs where you can hide in the back row. 
You can sing classical, gospel, rock, pop, jazz 
and everything in between. 

If you have children who’d like to get 
serious about singing, look at the Bath 
Abbey choirs – they offer fantastic choral 
training. Vox is a pop, rock and soul 
choir for eight to 15-year-olds based in 
Bath (See https://www.voxchoir.co.uk/). 
The Bath Chorus have a range of non-
auditioned choirs, including a children's 
choir, male voice choir, the Welcome choir 
and a golden-oldies choir (See  http://www.
thebathchorus.org.uk/links.html).

Musical Theatre schools are great fun for 
kids too and really help to boost confidence 
and form friendships. 

For adults, the choice is enormous. Take 
a look at http://www.choirs.org.uk for a 
long list of local choirs. We also have our 
own local Military Wives Choir. More fun 
options include local community choirs or 
The Pound Sound, “a Corsham choir with 
real community spirit!”. 

●  Celia will be part of The Handful 
Chamber Choir when it performs at St 
Mary's Bathwick on Saturday 26th June 
at 4pm and 7pm. The short programme 
entitled Sing, Be, Live, See celebrates the 
joy and healing power of singing. Tickets 
from Bath Box Office.

The joy of singing
CELIA MIKE says singing in a choir is easy, fun and good for you

A recipe for a  
Colerne Musical Theatre Show

INGREDIENTS
●  One large bucket of enthusiasm
●  Wide medley of voices, ranging from 
budding to mature (the more the better!)
●  Generous dose of skilled musicians
●  Full measure of friendliness
●  A packet of songs (old and new)

METHOD
●  Open the packet of songs.
●  Mix in the voices and your chosen 
instruments.
●  Allow flavours to develop during 
rehearsal time (September to December)
●  Prepare the set for your production.  
(A few weekends in January)
●  Don’t forget to add enthusiasm  
(At regular intervals)
●  Season liberally with fun and laughter. 
(As much as you like)
●  Additional lubrication. (To taste)
 

MUSIC SPECIAL
MUSIC SPECIAL

REMEMBER WHEN … 
A WORLD TOUR STARTED 
IN A COLERNE HANGAR
In 2002 Peter Gabriel was about to embark on 

a year-long worldwide tour to mark the release 

of his album Up. As part of rehearsals for the 

Growing Up tour, Gabriel played a secret gig in 

one of the hangars on the camp.

“There were only about one or two hundred 

people there,” recalled Frazer Glendinning from 

Pinewood who attended. “They had constructed 

this special stage inside the hangar.

"At one point he was riding around on a bike 

singing Solsbury Hill. He was chatting and 

joking with the audience.”

Growing Up Live, a film of the tour, is available 

from the Real World Studios website.
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All our logs are 
fully seasoned, 
locally sourced 

at competitive prices. 

We deliver to your door, 
unload and stack.

 
Tel: Tom & Kay Hall 

01225 743351

Thickwood Logs

BERNARD BAKER 
Carpentry and General 
Building Maintenance

All Internal and External Carpentry  
Floor and Ceramic Tiling 

Kitchen Fitting 
Painting and Decorating 

Over 40 years’ experience 
in the building trade locally. 

All jobs considered, big or small.  
Please call for a free,  
no obligation, quote. 

Mobile Number: 07751 459191

KEEPING FAITH WITH A 

GOLDEN OLDIE 
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In 1999 Colerne parishioners headed up 
by Roger Taylor, our specialist organ 
builder, started the reconstruction of the 

new/old pipe organ.
The organ was originally built for a church 

in Yeovil and purchased by Colerne after a 
fundraising effort.

A new elevated structure in the Lady Chapel 
involving substantial steel supports and an 
English white oak floor was constructed to 
support the 1,248 pipes and two bellows 
together with wind chests and all ancillary 
mechanisms weighing in at approx 5 tons.

After being temporarily stored at the 
camp, it was laid out in pieces by the 
west door and surrounding area and then 
carefully carried in and reconstructed.

A new floor was laid and steel girders put in 
place to hold the many pipes. A blower was put 
in the boiler house to provide the wind. A new 
solid state electronic system incorporating a 
modern piston mechanism was installed.

The keyboard which people see is only 

IN NUMBERS
Built: 1907
Weight of the pipes: 5 tons
Total number of pipes: 1,248
Dedication at St. John the Baptist, Colerne: 
2nd January, 2000

the dashboard for a huge and complex 
piece of machinery mixing very old and 
very modern technology.

David Brierley from Fosseway Close was 
one of those who helped install the musical 
behemoth.

“As an engineer, to look inside and see 
the beautiful craftsmanship was something 
special,” he said.

“It is more than 100 years old but it is 
as good as new. To hear it played to full 
effect, there really is nothing like it.”
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COMPETITION TIME COMPETITION TIME COMPETITION TIME COMPETITION TIME COMPETITION TIME COMPETITION TIME COMPETITION

You can also view all the pet 
pictures on our Facebook page 
@ColerneParishMagazine.

Vote by email or use the 
voting slip on p.22

Have you got
The 

BEST 
Parish 

Pet?
Thanks to all those who entered their 

cats and dogs, horses and hens, 
guinea pigs and cows to the Best 

Parish Pet competition.
Over the following pages you can see 

pictures of all the entries. You can also see 
them on the Facebook page for the magazine 
@ColerneParishMagazine.

Everyone in a household which gets a 
magazine is able to cast a 
vote. And since it seems 
so hard to choose, 
everyone gets three 
votes, each for a 
different pet.

You can email your choices to:  
editorial.colernemag@gmail.com and we 
need to know*:
●    Your house number and road.
●  The first names of everyone voting in  
      that house.
●  The number and name for the three  
      pets each person chooses. 
If you don’t have access to the internet, 
households can also vote by completing 
the voting slip below and dropping it into 
Bright’s Village Store on the High Street.

How you cast your vote is up to you – you 
might vote for the cutest, oddest or youngest.

Thanks to Bath Country Pets, the pet with 
the most number of votes will receive a 
£30 voucher, the second placed pet a £20 
voucher and third placed a £15 voucher. The 
winning pet and its owner will also be on the 
cover of the July edition of the magazine.

Voting closes at midnight on Monday 14th 
June. May the best pet win!

01  Alba 02  Alfie    03 Lulu 04  Amber 05  Barney

06  Barney 07  Bertie 08  Bowser 09  Conny

10  Diesel 11  Dottie 12  Duke 13  Ellie

14  Ffion 15  FiFi 16  Freddy 17  Gilbert

18  Gulliver 19  Herbie Continued on pages 24 - 26...

✁

THE Best Parish Pet competition    House number and road .....................................................................
                               Vote 1 (pet name and no.) Vote 2 (pet name and no.) Vote 3 (pet name and no.)

First name ................................. ............................ ............................ ................................
First name ................................. ............................ ............................ ................................
First name ................................. ............................ ............................ ................................
First name ................................. ............................ ............................ ................................
First name ................................. ............................ ............................ ................................
Drop this in to Bright’s Village Store on the High Street by close of business on Monday June 14.
We will not use your information for any other purposes other than managing this competition.

* This information 
will not be shared. 
We will not use your 
information for any 
other purposes other 
than managing this 
competition.

W
in

 g
re

at prizes donated by:
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Have you got

The 
BEST 
Parish 

Pet?

COMPETITION TIME COMPETITION TIME COMPETITION TIME COMPETITION TIME COMPETITION TIME COMPETITION TIME COMPETITION

21  Honey 22  Honey

23  Fred 24  Humphrey 25  Hugo 26  Ida

27  Jazz 28  Joy 29  Layla 30  Lexi

31  Licky 32  Lionel 33  Louis 34  Mabel

35  Maizey 36  Marley 37  Mia   38  Oliver 39  Misty

40  Monty 41  Murray 42  Ned 43  Neville

44  Obi 45  Oreo 46  Ozzie 47  Pepsi

48  Piggy 49  Pip 50  Poppy 51  Ragnar

52  Rory 53  Rufus 54  Socks 55  Sydney

56  Tango 57  Teddy 58  Tigger

W
in

 g
re

at prizes donated by:

20  Mia-cat

Continued over the page...
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I have been teaching instrumental music 
lessons at Colerne Primary School for 
over ten years and I love my job!

Every year I am surprised and delighted 
by the number of children wanting to learn 
to play an instrument. Currently 35% of the 
children are learning at least one instrument 
which is fantastic and down to the great 
support of Mr Solomon and his staff.

Learning a musical instrument encourages 
confidence, achievement and discipline, 
coordination, memory, attention and 
concentration, maths and 
language skills but above all 
a love of music.

I currently offer lessons in 
piano, flute, guitar, violin, 
cello and ukulele. Every child 
is different and I am led by 
them. I want them to enjoy 
playing. Regular practice is 
very important for progress 
but can be an issue. I would 
suggest asking your child to 
play for you, grandparents, 
friends etc. Sometimes a 
desire to practice fluctuates 
so  I would advise patience.

Once a month I give a 
music theory lesson to focus 
on notation, rhythm and the fundamentals 
of music.

I have ‘musician of the week’ trophies 
which are awarded and encourage practice.

The social side of music and learning to 
play with other people is encouraged with a 
weekly music group.

Children can join music group and we work 
on music to accompany the school Christmas, 
Harvest and Easter concerts in the church and 
we play along with collective worship.

This also develops the children’s 
confidence and sense of pride in playing 
in front of their peers.

Every child who plays an instrument has 
the opportunity to play in two concerts for 

parents each year.
An important aspect of 

playing an instrument is 
gaining the confidence to play 
in front of an audience and I 
am always so proud of how 
well the children perform, 
despite their nerves.

Unfortunately groups and 
performances have been put 
on hold due to Covid but will 
hopefully return soon.

This last year and a half, 
has brought new challenges 
with ‘zoom’ lessons and I was 
so grateful for the amazing 
support parents gave this.

Starting a child as a complete 
beginner and hearing them develop note 
reading skills, pass music exams or just 
gain confidence and enjoy their lessons 
makes what I do so rewarding.

Lessons are note perfect
Music teacher KAREN CAREY explains how pupils at Colerne 

Church of England Primary School are encouraged to learn music

61  Winnie. 62  Amelia

65  Belle 66  Billy    67  Oreo

70  Huxley  71 Claude 72  Stanley

63  Leo 64  Marlo

74  Matilda

69  Ollie

60  Songline

68  Coco

59  Wilf

73  Toby 75  Beatrix 76  Daisy

77  Poppy 78  Misty 79  Riva 80  Cara
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Dylan: I got started by having drum lessons 
at school. I don’t really know what made me 
pick drums. And then I finished school and 
I didn’t play for a few years. And then it’s 
only when Rob, the singer in our band, said 
there was a one-off gig for our bass player’s 
engagement. And then we just carried on for 
ten years. We’ve been playing for years but we 
are just recording our first album. It’s going 
really well. It is at a studio in Melksham, right 
next to Wiltshire’s premier swingers place. 
Well, that is what we were told.

Will: Dec (lead singer). said: “We’ve got a 
gig next week. You’re in the band.” And then 
I’ve been in the band since. We had a drum 
teacher at school. I started out on an electric 
one. Now you can get all sorts of ones and 
it’s just like playing a real one. For a couple 
of hundred quid an electric kit is small and 
won’t annoy the neighbours.

Dylan: Every week I look back and I think 
“last week was tragic”. And then next 
week I think “I was rubbish, I’m not even 
improving.” I just realised eventually that I 
am always improving.

Will: We were over Bristol way. It was some 
pub and I mean, it’s literally like three people 
there. Our bass player’s mum and dad and 
that is it. Well, there’s nothing we can really 

do so we just treat it like a band practice. The 
third person there might have been someone 
wanting to sign us. 

Dylan: I think we’ll pretty much take any 
gig. We’ve done a couple of weddings. I hate 
playing weddings because if things did go 
horribly wrong everyone’s going to hate you.

Will: I think it’s hard to look good for 
grannies, isn’t it?

Dylan: If we start playing and I’m not the 
first one to make a mistake but I notice one of 
the others make one. The audience might not. 
I’ll look at them and then I’ll relax because it 
wasn’t me who made the first mistake. There 
is always a bit of banter.

Will: Whatever the other guys do, they might 
mess up 100 times I wouldn’t notice because 
I’m in my own sort of world.

Dylan: If you are playing rowdy gigs I enjoy 
watching the audience. You get a different view.

Will: We played Mother’s Ruin in Bristol and 
it was tiny, like a cupboard. And there were 
probably 80 people in there and you couldn’t 
move. It was the most intimate thing and 
amazing. Then you play maybe the village 
with something like 200 people and see 
everyone you know.

Dylan: When you play pubs you can sit there 
drumming and you’re looking at that bloke 
there. And he’s not saying anything. But you 
can see his face and you think you’re terrible, 
you’re trying to read them.

Dylan: When we play some venues, often 
they have a house kit. I really don’t like them. 
I like my kit. It’s a personal thing. 

Will: A basic set up is enough, two 
up, one down. Sometimes you just hit 
the drums really hard and people are 
impressed but it doesn’t make much 
difference.

Dylan: Yeah, it just looks a bit 
cooler but that isn’t the hard stuff. 
You could do a basic rock beat 
but just a bit harder and kind of 
looking angry in the face and 
people take note then. I can’t 
stop sticking my tongue out. 
Especially if it’s a song we’ve 
just learned. And then when 
we’re doing it, I’m thinking 
about it. So I stick my tongue out.

Will: I liked Tommy Lee from 
Mötley Crüe who had this 360 

degree drum kit but really it doesn’t make a lot 
of difference. I saw the Foo Fighters at Reading 
and there was a 20 minute solo and and the 
drummer had all these little bongos. I just think, 
how long must it take you to set that all up.

Dylan: Having your own drum roadie is the 
dream then you don’t have to worry about 
that. I make sure to pack the kit. It’s not that 
I’m worried about breaking it but I know 
how it fits in the car. And then at the end, you 
are carrying all your kit past loads of drunk 
people. Back and forth, back and forth.

Will: Dec’s parents have a big van and 
sometimes it will block the whole road as 
we’re unloading. That’s always quite fun.

Dylan: Rob used to have this old van and you 
could see the road through the gaps. We 

had nine people in the back once. We 
had so much weight in the back and 
the steering was so light we came to 
a roundabout and I just went straight 
over it. 

Will: The best thing with 
drumming is go with whatever 

you feel comfortable with. I 
just can’t get the speed or 
that jazz style. That’s OK; 
you just play what works.

Dylan: Honestly, I’m very 
biased, but I think drums 
get overlooked, no doubt. It 
keeps everything together. 
Maybe the guitarist make a 

little mistake and immediately 
it’s their instinct to turn to look 
at the drummer.

AND THE BEAT               
      GOES ONGOES ONLocal lads WILL SAYERS,  

drummer with The Poets, 

and DYLAN HEXT, 
drummer with Bottle of Dog,  

sat down over some beers 

to explain why they’re the 

backbone of any decent band.   

THE BANDS

The Poets are:  Will Sayers, Dec McDonald, Lily Hay, Louis 
Willis. You can find their music on Spotify

Bottle of Dog are: Dylan Hext, Rob Bicknell, Vince Cater, 
Ian Cook. They are currently recording their first album 
and play the Minety Festival in July. 

ABOVE: Will Sayers, drummer with The Poets. 
RIGHT: Dylan Hext from Bottle of Dog.
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Specialist senior’s personal trainer for over 65s
• 25 years senior’s health and fitness experience

• For healthy agers to frail senior’s who require assistance 
• Neurological disorders

• Falls and balance training
• Zoom classes for the elderly with different levels

Whether you are wanting optimum health and fitness in your  
older years or you need help with your independence, call me.

In these strange times, health and fitness has taken on a new meaning.  
A fitter body means a healthier immune system.  

Find out how I can help you age better and regain your health.

Call Arthur on 07971245221 or email arthur@conceptfitness65.co.uk
              Visit me at www.conceptfitness65.co.uk  or follow me on 

CONCEPT
F I T N E S S65

Hazelbury 
HealtH 

Practice

Kenshin Anma Shiatsu is a wonderfully relaxing and 
energising form of massage therapy which is very 
ancient, predating even Shiatsu, and works to rebalance 
the entire system. Kenshin means ‘essence of health’, 
and Anma means ‘spreading peace with the hands’. It 
is performed fully clothed and lasts 75 minutes. Anma 
is non-diagnostic and is not recommended for pregnant 
women or cancer patients. 

Laurent and Susan Lacroix hold diplomas in 
Anma from Anma France. Susan is also 

a registered homoeopath and counsellor and offers 
consultations and sessions. 

Hazelbury Health Practice
Hazelbury Manor,

Box, Wiltshire SN13 8HX
tel: 01225 810644

We offer Homoeopathy and 
Kenshin Anma ShiatsuPrescription Delivery Service  

If you are disabled, housebound or unable to  
collect your prescriptions, etc, arrangements 
can  be made for your order to be delivered 
to you by our door-to-door delivery service.  

Telephone 01225 742552  
for further details

www.boxpharmacy.co.uk

BOX Pharmacy
10 High Street, 

Box

MUSIC SPECIAL
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I t was the autumn of 1999 and musicians Alison Goldfrapp and Will Gregory wanted a 
place to record their debut album. The place they chose was a bungalow in Thickwood. 

The album Felt Mountain became a classic.
While Will had local connections, for Alison recording the 
album in the rural location proved tougher.
The singer said later: “It was this crusty, nasty old bungalow.
“It had a fantastic view. It had an old atmosphere and I liked it 
on that basis, but the actual reality of it was pretty horrible. It’s 
all military around there and at midnight we’d hear these strange 
rumbles round the valley. Sometimes we’d be working in the 
studio and the roof would start shaking! It was quite spooky.”
The album of electronic music came out in 2000 and was nominated for a Mercury Music 
Prize and been celebrated by critics since.
“I’ve always gone wherever the work is,” Alison said in an interview. “And if I have to 
sacrifice something, so be it. And this was our first album, a huge thing for me. I’d waited 
all my life for this, so I was prepared to do anything. 
I was quite lonely there but it was inspirational 
to wake up to badgers or go out for a walk.
“And you could make loads of noise because 
there was nobody around.”
●  Find out more about Goldfrapp at 
www.goldfrapp.com. They are touring 
the UK this year.

Remember when…  
A multi-million selling album 
was recorded in the parish?

“I was quite 
lonely there but it 
was inspirational 

to wake up to 
badgers or go out 

for a walk.”

31
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One of the most detailed 
music biographies is Mark 

Lewisohn’s three volume 
biography of the Beatles; Turn 
On, Tune In and Drop Out.  
Volume one (“Tune In”) released 
in 2013 deals with the formative 
pre-fame years and takes us no 
further than the recording of 
the Beatles’ first single. So, at 
around 900 pages, is probably 
for anoraks only.  We are still waiting for 
volumes two and three. If that level of 
detail is too much, a less detailed but still 
thorough biography covering the whole 
story is Philip Norman’s Shout. Other 
biographies by Philip Norman include the 
Rolling Stones and John Lennon.

Keith Richards released his autobiography 
Life in 2010. Reviews described it as 
“colourful”, “brutally honest”, “indiscreet”, 
“hilarious” and “shocking”. It’s fair to say 
that he covers what can euphemistically 
be described as his “lifestyle choices” in 
frank detail. Equally candid is Elton John’s 

biography Me. The film of the 
book, Rocketman is currently 
available on Netflix.

Mark Ellen and David 
Hepworth will be remembered 
by some as the editors of Smash 
Hits magazine and by others 
as presenters of The Old Grey 
Whistle Test and Live Aid. They 
have also written a number of 
books about music in which they 

write as enthusiastic fans but, given their 
background, very well-informed fans.

In 1971 – Never A Dull Moment David 
Hepworth argues, convincingly, that 1971 
is “rock’s golden year”. It’s one for fans of 
Led Zeppelin, David Bowie, the Rolling 
Stones, Pink Floyd, Marvin Gaye, Carole 
King, Joni Mitchell, Rod Stewart, the solo 
Beatles and more. Uncommon People: The 
Rise and Fall of the Rock Stars 1955-1994, 
also by Hepworth, is also well worth a read.  
Mark Ellen’s Rock Stars Stole My Life is 
an amusing and entertaining memoir of his 
life in, and love of, music.

Hotel Cleaning Staff Needed
We are looking for guest focused team members to join the Lucknam Park team.
Working as part of the Housekeeping team, you will be responsible for ensuring the 
hotel is cleaned to an extremely high standard in order to exceed guest’s expectations

● You will need to have initiative and a keen eye for detail
● The ability to communicate in English is essential

● Experience is not necessary as full training will be given, however previous  
experience as a Room Attendant / Cleaner would be an advantage

Please be aware that this is a manual role involving lifting and carrying.
We are offering various contracts, shifts include weekends and Public/Bank Holidays.

When applying please advise what days and times you are available to work.

To apply please forward a copy of your current CV to: 
hotel.manager@lucknampark.co.uk

The IRON lady

For regular orders or one-off  
backlog clearance. 
Professional and flexible service in a 
smoke and odour-free environment. 
Please call Gilly for prices  
and further details. 
Free collection and delivery  
within Colerne.

Mobile: 07810 248408
Home: 01225 744611

MUSIC SPECIAL
MUSIC SPECIAL

BOOK CLUB
We’re asking people to send in reviews of books, particular those 
exchanged, from book clubs or borrowed. Thanks to WILL KNIGHT for 
the following. 
●  Have a review to share? Contact details at the front - 50 words is your limit.

GOODBYE TO ALL THAT by ROBERT GRAVES
As a testament to the folly of war, Graves’ autobiography stands head and 
shoulders above the rest. His account of life and death in the trenches during the 
Great War is a masterpiece.

All the horror, pathos and inevitable humour of conflict written with a poet’s 
command of language. Marvellous.

Paperback writer
DAVID MORTIMORE suggests some of the best books  

to read on pop music
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Home & Business 
Computing Support

in Colerne  

l     Working From Home
l     Purchasing & set up
l     Broadband, Internet & email
l     Cloud computing
l     Share Files, photos etc.
l     Back-up and security
l     PC, Mac, tablets and phones 

Call Ian on 01225 745732 to talk 
about what you want and how  
I can help or see our web site  

for more information:
butterworthconsulting.co.uk

Call us for friendly, local IT 
advice and help with:

Karen Sayers Limited 
Chartered Accountants 

Specialising in small businesses  
and the self employed 

Self assessment tax returns 
Limited Company statutory accounts 

Sole trader accounts 
VAT returns 

Payroll and bookkeeping 

Tel: 01225 744355 
Email: karensayerslimited@gmail.com 

29 Silver Street, Colerne

Weekly delivery of locally reared beef, lamb 
and sausages. Our livestock is born and bred 

at Oaks Farm and grazes the hillsides and 
valleys next to Colerne village. 

Joints, mince, steaks, homemade burgers and sausages, stewing steak  
and more… choose your own selection to make up a box. 

£25 minimum spend, free delivery in Colerne and surrounding area.
Call or email for our information sheet, price list or any queries.  

M: 07843 413139   Email: oaksfarm.colerne@gmail.com
Facebook: @oaksfarmcolerne

The Gooding Family, Oaks Farm, Rode Hill, Colerne SN14 8AR

Oaks Farm Meat Box Delivery

MUSIC SPECIAL
MUSIC SPECIAL

●  HAVE A CLEAR VISION AND IDENTITY 
If you know what you want your show to be like, it’s much easier to sustain and build an 
audience. Who is your audience? What format will it take? Is it talk, music, news, local 
issues? You can then show your passion and sell your ideas. Our guiding principle, for 
example, is “No Coldplay”.
●  JOIN A STATION THAT GIVES YOU FREEDOM
Search local stations, meet and find out about their core values. Sell your idea. If they 
match, then go with it. We had eight hours of training on using the tech (the producers 
do the hard stuff, we just know what sliders to slide and knobs to push), legalities and 
broadcasting tips. 
●  PLAN YOUR SHOW
Agree the ‘running order’ (technical broadcasting term) and what you are going to play or 
feature. Set up a file of songs and the producer does the rest by putting it on ‘the system’ 
along with news items, station idents and ‘beds’. This is wizardry and cannot be explained 
here in any more detail. In lockdown we have used software that allows us to record 
conversations and send it to the producers to edit into the show.
●  DO YOUR SHOW
Our show goes out live (technical term) which is much more fun. We essentially talk about 
the records between playing them. Treat it like a chat between friends and include the 
listeners wherever possible. Imagine them in the room with you and you’ve got a great 
song you want them to hear. Remember that it’s really easy to fall into Partridgisms and 
sound like a ‘DJ’. This is, we believe, “a bad thing” (technical term). Be consistent to build 
your audience.
●  PROMOTE YOUR SHOW
Give it two or three shows to get the hang of it. Once you’re reasonably happy, start a 
social media onslaught. Let people know what the show will feature, encourage listeners 
to contact you, follow other stations across the world. There’s a strong community feel and 
you can pick up lots of advice and tips from others like you. By promoting via Facebook 
and Twitter we now have as many as ‘occasionally some listeners’ and have been moved 
up to the all important and hugely coveted ‘Tuesday night at 8pm slot’.

You can hear the show at https://ba1.radio/. RUH Hospital radio is always interested in 
volunteers www.bathradio.org.uk Contact @BlindDes on Twitter, or Blind Des and the Cardiac 
Kid on Facebook if you would like to talk about the record. Or anything. They get lonely.

How to run 
your own radio show

Colerne’s BLIND DESMOND SNEDDON and the 
CARDIAC KID (identities concealed to protect the guilty) 
have a show on BA1 Radio, a Bath community station, every 
Tuesday from 8-9pm. With the proliferation of internet 
stations and technology everyone has the opportunity to run 
their own programme. They give a few tips on how.
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CASE & TROTMAN LTD 
Colerne 

GENERAL  BUILDERS
 

Most aspects of work undertaken

l   Extensions, Roofing
l   Loft Conversions
l   Carpentry
l   Brick & Stonework
l   Timber & Damp Proofing
l   PVC Flat Roofing Systems

FREE ESTIMATES 

Liability & Contract Insured 

Telephone: 01225 743271 
Mobile: 07971 553256 

Email: tony.trotman@sky.com

In need of Building Plans?

 

Contact Colerne based John Phillips  
Tel no. 07973 509928 

Email: buildplans@aol.com

www.buildplans.co.uk 
Drawings / Plans

 

Reliable builder with 40 years of 
experience 

 Brick and Stone Work 
 Roofing 
 Carpentry 
 Woodworm and Damp Proofing 

treatment 
 Plastering (including Lime Finish) 

Contact Chris for a free quote on 
07974 826173 
01225 681532 

c_case@outlook.com Francesca Jane Aurelius was born in 
Lancashire in 1949, the eldest of 
three girls.

When Jane (as she was always known) 
was 11 her father 
Marcus became ill. 
After his death the 
family, including her 
younger sisters Penny 
and Nicola, moved to 
London.

Jane liked the change 
from Birkenhead to 
a North London comprehensive. It was 
the time of Beatlemania and her slight 
Liverpool accent was very fashionable.  She 
excelled at running and swimming, both for 
the school and local teams.

When Jane left school she went to Norland 
Nursery Training College. She always loved 
small children and in those days Norland 
had plenty of real babies to practice on.

At Norland Jane met Peter, a naval officer, 
on a blind date and they married in 1971. 
Their son Marcus was born at Portsmouth 
and two years later Elizabeth was born 
at Chatham. The next 18 months were 

perhaps Jane’s happiest, but at Christmas 
1975 Marcus became ill and was rushed 
to Great Ormond Street Hospital. After 
six months he died, just before his fourth 
birthday, from a brain tumour. For the rest 
of her life Jane bravely hid the pain, but it 
was always there.

The family moved to Colerne in 1978, 
where Sophie was born, and soon decided 
that Colerne was the place to stay.  For the 
next 20 years Jane ran the family largely 
single handed. She took a course to qualify 
for university entrance and did a BA at 
Bath Spa followed by an MA at Bristol. 
At the same time she worked as a doctor’s 
receptionist, first at Grosvenor in Bath and 
then for many years at the Three Shires 
Surgery in Colerne. One high point of these 
years was six months living in San Diego – 
afterwards Elizabeth was the only Colerne 
Brownie with an Earthquake Safety badge.

Jane loved village 
life. She was involved 
in the Parish Church, 
the Patchwork Club, 
the Colerne Singers, 
the Luncheon Club 
and much more. Above 
all Jane treasured her 
family and loved to 

spend time with her grandchildren Minty, 
Honor, Alexandra, Alicia, Cassie and Felix.

In her 70th year Jane travelled alone to 
China after the birth of Felix and helped 
Sophie move house 2,000 miles by train 
with a one-week-old baby.

Jane had a successful hip operation in 
April 2021, but died very suddenly two 
weeks after coming home.

The Brookes and Mayhew families would 
like to thank everyone for their many kind 
messages of sympathy and support.

Peter Brookes

FRANCESCA JANE BROOKES
IN MEMORY OF

Above all Jane treasured her 
family and loved to spend 

time with her grandchildren 
Minty, Honor, Alexandra, 
Alicia, Cassie and Felix.
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Grounds for Optimism – Chapter XLVII
Katoke Seminary, Biharamulo, Kagera,Tanzania, Sunday, 28th January 2018

At 7.20am Father Erasto, eight years trained in America for the Catholic priesthood, 
escorted me to the chapel already full of boys, men and soon-to-be men. Three hundred by 
my “guesstimate”. I sat at the back, like a good Anglican, with last arrivals. A few nuns sat 
nearby, the only female presence. The whole congregation sang with conviction without 
missals or hymnals, led rhythmically by fellow seminarians on electronic organ and 
drum. Father Ovan and the altar party celebrated mass in Tanzania’s national language.
Keen to try Swahili out loud, I persuaded Ovan at supper to let me read the epistle – St 
Paul on celibacy compared with marriage. I managed not to stumble over the polysyllabic 
words in this most mellifluous of languages, as agglutinative as German. Ovan invited me 
to address the whole school in English after the service. I pointed out that probably only one 
tenth of them would, eventually, be ordained. The 
rest would become husbands, fathers, grandfathers 
even. All would need integrity to succeed in their 
chosen roles.
Church-going and breakfast in the fathers’ 
refectory over, I went with Ovan to his office to 
settle up. He made no charge for bed and board 
but yesterday’s meals for 32 workshop delegates together with the printing of their 
certificates of attendance together with today’s upcoming 250km round trip in his Toyota 
4x4 to Rwandan came to $US300.
The tarmac road to the border had many potholes, some spanning the road’s width and 
slowing us to a crawl. Traffic was infrequent but mostly huge, slow, overloaded trucks 
carrying fuel or shipping containers. These were doing the damage, Ovan claimed. We 
passed a government weighbridge and he described highway police as the most corrupt in 
Tanzania. Laws without honest enforcement are as useless as unmaintained infrastructure.
We drove through steep, barren hills. Ovan, not a grouch, blamed the degraded “bad lands” 
on herdsmen torching dry grass before rains to encourage fresh growth for their cattle.
A bit further on we reached the border at the spectacular Rusumo Falls. Two Nile 
tributaries, one each from Rwanda and Burundi, merge and plunge over a ravine and rush 
on North East for 350km as the Kagera River. In 1994, every few minutes, the body of a 
Tutsi or loyal Hutu, murdered in the genocide, plunged over this cataract finishing in Lake 
Victoria, creating a dire public health emergency in Uganda and Tanzania.
Kind Ovan returned to Katoke as his vehicle’s insurance was invalid any further. I took 
a kilometre taxi over the curving bridge above this awesome rush of brown water. A 
new one-stop border post was up a slope. Mid-day sun fierce, breakfast long past, case 
heavy… grizzle, moan, whinge… wheel fell off! Welcome to Rwanda, the second time in 
a fortnight! I was blunt with the border official fleecing me of $30. Did my $100 multiple 
re-entry visa from his London embassy not mean what it said? An onward mini-bus, 
complete with cracked windscreen, was about to leave. The immigration official’s boss 
was “unobtainable” and I was over a barrel. “Pay up and look big”, my late brother used 
to say. Look cross, more like!
Next month – “The Suffragan Bishop in the Sunset”  Rodney Priest

mostly

|

|

W.F. Dolman & Son 
Old Established (1919) 

Family Funeral Directors 

24-hour Personal Service
7 days a week 
Home Visits 

Chapel of Rest 
Golden Charter Plans Available

9 Walcot Terrace, Bath, BA1 6AB 
Telephone: 01225 444110 

Email: info@dolmansfuneraldirectors.org.uk 
Web: www.dolmansfuneraldirectors.org.uk

DOG WALKING 
Hayleys.hounds@aol.co.uk 

07584 665530 

Keen to try Swahili out 
loud, I persuaded Ovan at 

supper to let me read the 
epistle – St Paul on celibacy 

compared with marriage.
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North Wraxall
Pre-School

northwraxallpreschool.co.uk

l  A real countryside setting with fabulous  
 outdoor space
l  Less than 5 mins drive from Marshfield
l  A small, friendly and happy ‘family’ pre-school
l  Weekly ‘rising 5’ sessions for those  
 starting school
l  On-site forest school sessions
l  Open term time Monday to Friday 9-4pm

North Wraxall Pre-School
The Community Hall, North Wraxall,
Wiltshire, SN14 7AF

Colerne After  
School Club Ltd

Fully Qualified Staff with years of 
experience in child care 

Collection from Colerne Primary School 
Variety of activities for all age groups 

Very competitive prices 
We are open  

Monday to Friday:  
7.30–8.30am 

for Breakfast Club 
After School Club hours are: 

Monday to Thursday: 3.25–6.00pm 
and Fridays: 1.30–4.00pm 

Please contact: 
Jemma on 07446 447541 or 

Bev on 07881 367022 
or email cascltd@outlook.com  

see our Facebook page: 
Colerne After School Club Ltd

Ofsted Registered URN: EY494696
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COUNTRYWIDE  
PRIVATE HIRE

Licensed to carry 4 passengers 
Airports 

Seaports 
Long/Short Distances

07788 430380  
stevebye@talktalk.net

R. J. Hill & Son Ltd 
(Est. 1955) 

Traditional Family Butchers

Payment Cards  
now accepted
Beef, Lamb, Pork etc 

Bacon & Cooked Meats 
Home-made Sausages & Burgers  

Personal Service, Parking facilities 
Suppliers to Colerne May Fair  

and Colerne Bonfire Night 

LOCAL DELIVERIES MADE 
Market Place, Box 
Tel: 01225 742312

  

 Award Winning, Family Run,  
Farm Shop  

Established for over 30 years  
Selling Quality Local Produce  
Open Daily 9.00am – 5.00pm  

10.00am – 4.00pm on Sundays  

 HOME & LOCALLY REARED  
FRESH MEAT, POULTRY & GAME  

HOMEMADE SAUSAGES, BURGERS & FAGGOTS 

 www.allingtonfarmshop.co.uk TEL: 01249 658112  
Allington Bar Farm, Chippenham, SN14 6LJ   

 Orders now being taken for 
Minimum Contact Collection & Delivery 

Email orders to sales@allingtonfarmshop.co.uk 

 LOCAL CHEESES & HOME COOKED MEATS  
LOCALLY GROWN VEGETABLES, FRUIT & SALADS  

HOMEMADE CAKES & PIES  
LOCALLY MADE CHOCOLATE & FUDGE  

FINE WINE, LOCAL ALE & CIDER  
PRESERVES & CHUTNEYS  

GIFT HAMPERS  

A curious phrase, taken from 
the latin ‘panem et circenses’, 
originating from the roman poet 

Juvenal. In ancient Rome the ‘bread’ was 
the distribution of grain and the ‘circuses’ 
were public games and mass spectacles. 
Juvenal denounced the fact that the Roman 
population had relinquished its civic 
duties for the free grain and circus games 
provided by those seeking power or in 
power. “Give them bread and circuses and 
they will never revolt” A means in which 
an unresponsive government can placate a 
population. 

While the democratic Roman Republic 
fell and the dictatorial Roman Empire 
began, the bread and circuses given out 
resulted in the failure of citizens to take 
action as the Republic ceased to exist. 

Are there similarities in today's 
society Juvenal would recognise? 
Remember ‘Eat out to help out’ 
in 2020?’ A successful scheme 
for threatened hospitality 
businesses. Fast forward to 
2021. The hospitality sector 
reported 10,000 closures in 
2020. Handing out cheap food 
raised the spirits, but the large 
pub and restaurant chains benefited 
mostly, supporting this temporary scheme 
without the impending worry of more 
closures looming. 

Global technocracies, international 
banking largely controlled by dynastic 
families and massive food and beverage 
corporations, placate the majority of the 
world's population with the minimum 
required to eat and live, with enough 
amusement to pass the time. They grow 
exponentially financially, influencing 
political decisions, monopolizing 
power, with a worrying trend of big tech 

censorship, aiding the decline of small 
businesses, especially in the last year. 
Using onside mainstream and social media 
to overcome distrust and animosity, they 
can do fundamentally unpopular damage 
without the population revolting en-masse. 

As we continue to sacrifice our liberty, 
perhaps we should reflect the clear line 
between law and guidance and how a 
government can pass laws that will restrict 
our freedoms and never repeal them. 
Current restrictions slowly lift, but what is 
given with one hand may be taken with the 
other, penalizing further under the banner 
“for the greater good”. 

The social and economical climate is 
ever changing. Here in Colerne, will 
environmental policies passed by the 
central government affect the countryside 
we love and live within, 'rewilding' part of 

the landscape, causing concern from 
some in the agricultural sector? 

The policy makers are making 
decisions remotely, not fully 
understanding how agriculture 
works to help keep the UK fed. 
Their brief does not include the 

need for food sovereignty and 
food security in the UK.

Dependence on importing more 
food may materialise sooner than we think. 
Should we be held to ransom by these 
global entities controlling prices on food 
while our agricultural heritage fades into 
obscurity? Many other sanctions could 
prevail in terms of energy costs, travel and 
leisure restrictions etc. 

Now, enjoy a drink in a pub garden and 
start going to public venues, ‘celebrate’ 
another step towards how we lived pre-
2020. Bread and circuses may temporarily 
satisfy our yearnings in these uncertain 
times, but long term we may go hungry 

Bread and Circuses
In this opinion column, NEIL HEIGHWAY suggests some comparisons  

between today and the bread and circuses of ancient Rome.
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?1. One sheep noise ............................................................................................. 
2. Lid, lid, lid, lid  .....................................................................................................
3. Russia, China or America  ..........................................................................................
4. Robert or John F  ............................................................................................................
5. BA, MSC, MA  .................................................................................................................
6. Yearn for absent TNT  ....................................................................................................
7. Back, breast and butterfly  ............................................................................................. 
8. Rub out Midge  ................................................................................................................
9. Grumpy Chelsea fans   ....................................................................................................
10. Crazy loch -  ................................................
11. Get grumpy with your PC  .........................
12. Scottish tool  ................................................
13. Find accommodation for Guy, Steve and 
Chuzzlewhit   .....................................................
14. You’ll have this with Peter Crouch in your 
team  ..................................................................
15. Give out equally  .........................................

QUICK CROSSWORD
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across
1 - Emile ___ : French novelist (4)

3 - Competitive equestrian sport (8)

9 - Game with wooden balls played on a lawn (7)

10 - Edward ___ : English composer of the Enigma
Variations (5)

11 - Aromatic gum resin (12)

13 - Fish-eating bird of prey (6)

15 - Robert ___ : former President of Zimbabwe (6)

17 - English retired footballer (5,7)

20 - Jonathan ___ : former England Test cricketer (5)

21 - Back pain (7)

22 - US state with capital Little Rock (8)

23 - Clarified butter (4)

Down
1 - Actor in The Greatest Showman (3,5)

2 - ___ Lewis: an X Factor winner (5)

4 - Light sensitive part of the eye (6)

5 - Actor who starred in Boardwalk Empire (5,7)

6 - Location of the US Masters golf tournament (7)

7 - ___ Pound: US poet (4)

8 - Ashgabat is the capital here (12)

12 - ___ Granger: friend of Harry Potter (8)

14 - An exotic bird with an extravagant eye-spotted tail (7)

16 - Shrub of the honeysuckle family (6)

18 - Edward ___ : Prime Minister from 1970-1974 (5)

19 - Sicilian volcano (4)

CROSSWORD CLUES
Across
1 Emile ___ : French novelist (4)
3 Competitive equestrian sport (8)
9 Game with wooden balls played on a lawn (7)
10 Edward ___ : English composer of the Enigma
 Variations (5)
11 Aromatic gum resin (12)
13 Fish-eating bird of prey (6)
15 Robert ___ : former President of Zimbabwe (6)
17 English retired footballer (5,7)
20 Jonathan ___ : former England Test 
 cricketer (5)
21 Back pain (7)
22 US state with capital Little Rock (8)
23 Clarified butter (4)

Down
1 Actor in The Greatest Showman (3,5)
2 ___ Lewis: an X Factor winner (5)
4 Light sensitive part of the eye (6)
5 Actor who starred in Boardwalk Empire (5,7)
6 Location of the US Masters golf 
 tournament (7)
7 ___ Pound: US poet (4)
8 Ashgabat is the capital here (12)
12 ___ Granger: friend of Harry Potter (8)
14 An exotic bird with an extravagant 
 eye-spotted tail (7)
16 Shrub of the honeysuckle family (6)
18 Edward ___ : Prime Minister from 
 1970-1974 (5)
19 Sicilian volcano (4)

QUIZ PAGE

Parish M
agazine

Colerne
Set by quizmaster Darrell

Name:..................................................................

Contact number:................................................

Take this page with all the correct answers and your 
contact details to the Post Office by the 15th of 
the month to enter the draw to be named the June 
WINNER in next month’s Magazine.

✁

JUNE QUIZ 
THE FOLLOWING ARE ALL CRYPTIC CLUES TO BANDS. WORK 
THEM OUT. FOR EXAMPLE - WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU PUT 
A TOUCAN IN A MICROWAVE - IT’S BILL WITHERS!

1. TOMATO
2. COUNT THE RINGS
3. BELLADONNA
4. GEORGE II AND GEORGE III
5. EUROPE
6. TULIPS, IN THE NETHERLANDS
7. LANCELOT
8. PAUL WELLER & VAMPIRE WEEKEND
9. LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
10. IRAQ
11. NORMAN LAMONT
12. JOHN LE CARRE
13. CRICKET
14. THE GOODIES
15. NIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET

MAY’S CROSSWORD  
& QUIZ ANSWERS

 

NEXT MONTH
●  Pet comp winner announced  ●  The Café turns 10!   

  ●  The Gargoyles return  ●  Local poetry

s 

 

Skilled Pruning 
Felling/Dismantling 

Immaculate Cleaning Up 
Free Quotations 

Fully Insured 

01225 571405 
07849 248980 

Joe Thomas 
Tech Cert (Arboricultural Association) 

RFS Cert in Arboriculture 

 
 Skilled Pruning 
 Felling/Dismantling 
 Immaculate Cleaning Up 
 Free Quotations 
 Fully Insured 

Joe Thomas 
Tech Cert (Arboricultural Association) – RFS Cert in Arboriculture 

01225 571405 
07849 248980 

NOTICE  FOR 
ADVERTISERS

If you would like to  
place an Advertisement 

in this Magazine 
please contact 

Celia Batterham  
Washmere Farm, Washmeres,  

Colerne SN14 8DQ 
 Tel No. 01225 744809 

Email: celia@washmeres.co.uk 

ADVERTISING RATES: 
Full page £53   Half page £27 

Quarter page £14
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DIRECTORY  OF  VILLAGE  ORGANISATIONS

Badminton Club 
D Pearson – 858293 
Bellringers & Handbells 
Jacqui Bradburn, 8 Fosseway Close – 743041 
Colerne After School Club Ltd 
Bev Stickley – 07881 367022 
Colerne Air Training Corps 
Flt Sgt Clarke – 01225 743988 – 93df@aircadets.org  
Colerne Army Cadet Force 
SSI Alan Bell – 07812 744480 
Colerne Crazy Quilters 
Julie Burgess – 743999 
Colerne Evangelical Church (FIEC) 
Revd Jonathan Sell – 744463 
Colerne Gardening Club 
Ann Matthews – 743534  
Colerne Golf Society 
Hon Sec: Rob Gray – 01249 820171 
Email – robgray13@sky.com 
Corsham and Colerne Military Wives Choir 
corshamandcolerne@militarywiveschoirs.org 
Colerne Musical Theatre 
Pete Green, 9 Bellott Drive, Corsham SN13 9UQ – 
01249 715657 
Colerne Panthers Mini Rugby 
colernepanthers@gmail.com 
Colerne Rugby Club 
Hon Secretary: John Hutchinson – 742137 
Email – john.hutchinson1957@gmail.com 
Conservative Association 
Dick Tonge, Bank House, Tutton Hill – 742631 
Constitutional Club 
High Street – 07768 341130 or 742197 
Cotswold AONB Voluntary Warden 
Dave Wright – 811574 
Encore Musical Cabaret & Concert Group 
Peter Clare, 44 Valley Way, Thickwood – 743727 
FC Colerne Colts 
Paul Carey – 07786 745165 
Friends of Colerne Church 
Ray Barker, 6 Fosseway Close – 743402 
Guide Groups 
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides: 
Helen Atter, Trunnells Barn, High Street – 742912  
Hawk & Owl Trust East Bath Area Group 
Mike Rogers – 744290 
History Group 
Eileen Collins, 5 Chapel Path – 744266 
Hive Information Officer 
Amy Tuck – 07973 723221

Jumping Jacks (Parent & Toddler Group) 
Nikki Jenner – 01225 571506  
Labour Association 
Chris Phillips, 28 Round Barrow Close – 742755  
Liberal Club
22 High Street – 07799 558489 
Liberal Democrats 
Dr Brian Mathew – 07771 607983  
Email – brianmathew@northwiltslibdems.org.uk 
LINK (Community Service) 
Transport – 07970 617617 
Luncheon Club 
Lavinia Wilson – 742417 
Playgroup 
Old School, Vicarage Lane – 744885 
Parish Council 
Sharon Whelon, Council Office, 
Old School, Vicarage Lane – 742207 
Primary School 
Headteacher: Mr Mark Solomon – 742367 
Primary School PTA - FRESCO 
Tessa Armstrong – armstrongtess@gmail.com  
Police Community Support 
To report incidents or crimes – tel. 101 
Other matters, eg information, email:  
CPTNorthWiltshire@Wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  
Royal British Legion 
General Matters – Paul Jobbins – 745839 
Contact Centre helpline – 0808 802 8080 
from 8.00am to 8.00pm, 7 days a week  
Scout Groups 
Group Scout Leader: Jackie Bicknell – 743383 
Scout Leader:  Rob Featherstone – 743044 
Cub Scout Leader: Katherine Manuel –744615 
Beaver Scout Leader: Jo Jackson – 01249 716647 
Village Hall Association 
Anne Nicholas – 744544 
Email – secretarycolvhall@yahoo.com  
Village Hall Bookings 
Sheila Nicholas – 744544 
Email – colernevhall@yahoo.co.uk 
Women’s Institute 
Norma Burgess, Summerhayes, Washmeres –  
744612  

Premier Stores – 742147 
Flower Shop – 744153 
Fox & Hounds – 744847 
Six Bells – 742413

Hairdresser – 743736 
Bright’s Village Store  
and Post Office – 742858

Useful Colerne Telephone numbers

Puddle Ducks Bristol and Bath
t: 0117 9717165 

bristolandbath@puddleducks.com    www.puddleducks.com/bb

Swim with Puddle Ducks

at Ashwicke Hall School, Marshfield

Gentle baby and

toddler classes on

Friday mornings,

from age 12 weeks 

to 4 years

We also offer expert lessons for
  ages 4 - 10 years after school  

on Wednesdays



TThhee  BBrraasssseerriiee

Opening everyday 
From midday onwards

With a seasonal menu to complement 
the outdoors

For Reservations:
Call us 01225 742 777


