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Genius is 1% Inspiration…… 
 

……and 99% perspiration. It is difficult to think of original things to 
write about in the troubled times we live in so I’m borrowing some 
thoughts from famous people who were prepared to say how they 
came up with ideas. 
John Junkin, the comedy writer, was asked how he came up with 
things to write about. He said that it was quite simple. He sat down, 
put a blank sheet of paper in the typewriter and then put the gas bill 
next to it. Funnily enough ideas soon seemed to materialise. In these 
days of direct debit payments, that method doesn’t seem to work for 
me. 
Now Victor Hugo made himself work by getting his valet to hide his 
clothes. That way he couldn’t go out and had no choice but to write. 
Well I don’t have a valet and we’re not supposed to be going out 
anyway, so that idea isn’t going to work for me. 
Apparently, Samuel Taylor Coleridge dreamed the whole of his poem 
“Kubla Khan”. As he wrote it down the next morning, he was 
interrupted by a visitor from the village of Porlock. When the visitor 
had left, Hugo found he couldn’t remember any more which is why 
the poem ends abruptly after 54 lines. It’s pretty amazing that he 
could remember so much of his dream, but it’s also why in literary 
circles “a person from Porlock” has become slang for an unwanted 
intruder. I do not know anyone from Porlock so that’s not what’s 
causing my dearth of ideas. 
Now at LINK, I’m not aware that we’ve ever been asked to take 
anyone to Porlock. In fact, now with movement restrictions, with 
some of our drivers being “of a certain age” and with appointments 
being cancelled to make way for emergencies, we’re getting fewer 
calls than normal. But never fear, in the words of Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, “we’ll be back”. 
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